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Frwat , Comuindant, Fourtewnth fisval Dlstrict, .

To & - Tho Chicl of lluvzl Opuratlonss . = |
Subjuets ©  Boort of t-l.nr}}{Li‘t iiu-:-rﬁh, k=18 July, 103%e _L :

B) Cominnding Orfficer, Cozot Guzrd Cutter,
[T13Gih, roporbs SR
Photostet ITL0CA Irock Clhorts Ve
Comrnding Officer, UiL COLOLIIO, reporbs.
Phatbotzb COLOIL DO Trock Chart, whect la
in % i n S
Photostat USL ULER Truck Chart. S
Photostut Uol LedldH Ircek Cisrts L i
Fhotoatelh Giou Di FYTR Trock Chuarb. - '
Fhotostat UGG CUGUING Track Chorb

i ! Copamnadng Officer LIALRGIVE Group. i'.l:'_.;d-r'.h :
R Amclia Frphart Putnoa ond Srod Je Hoonon, rﬁ:;-..;gtrd

in = lood slenc £11chb around the corld, depurbed Lie, Tow

Gulnca, =t 1200, i July (zoue-pinus=tem=tise), orf 2400, 1 July,

Gelale, ior Honkordd Eolrnde The-flisht =as puarded oy Lho Yoo
Gilliiu ot coproxlastely midsolut of the Fli it o by Ene o
UstalsleCe LInili st lisvlund. Ihe UGS Gl vos on station ":.ﬁi-u
vay fras bovlaod ond Lonolilu to uepd the noexb log af the
[lishle Ixeupt for'tie corvices of Lhc oMV AnI0 nd the WAL

sl Tentlier resorta froc the’ ¥loct Air Bose, Pearl Harbory the

Ruvy hed ne conncetion rith the fllght. A S
L-;- Ak 1100, & July, informatlon 'i'.ll.ﬂ-l‘l;.iﬂl:i‘h't'd that

the plaoe va3 bulleved b0 Lo dotne

s el '._-ht: 1400, £ Ju y the Comaendank confcrred with the .
- Comuandary. j.;lnugpgf{ y L e
(AT1lGub) y- i Ehe Comowrding Orfleery Floeb alr Dasc, Pourl Hire o

Lrtile Foree (the Senfor Officer Prosant

bors At waa sppocd thab no navel vessel stotloned lnzalblicn

. wators was gultoble for seapeh operstions in Lhe distond orea -
e thnt o PEX regplene coulid resch Howlond Isivnd and:under oo,

fayarshle eonditloms eould eerry out linited operstions, bote

ing om tho LTAsCR.  The Deparbunond was so indoricds © Gesarhiley
* the Department lud directed the Coazondint ol tho Pourbeenth . 00t
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Bubjcebs  Report of avhark scoreh, £-10 July, 10&7.

Waval District to use all available naval freiliticn in the
Horlund wiid &t 18:5, # July, patrol pluna 0-P~3, Licutzount -

lie Vo llarvey, comiinding, depircod froa Pearl iitTbor Howlsnd -
Lslunds  The ITAUCA was cirected to stond by at Ziorlend to Lend

. dewrche  Accordingly, it ves declded to dispatch & avaplane to -

- kho plone and the BWAN to procced Lovard ilovland, i G e

thnk the COLOINAIY, then in Honolulu, be divorted frem her _
Ne0aToCe Crulon Lo Join the search, &nd:tho. COLIRETO %as ot
Ellh, i duly, ordercd to procced, wiiem fucled, In 2 eonferenco
wibh the Comaundlng 0fficer, Uis COLOLALO, prlor to his depart—
urg arom Pearl lerbory, he wes glven 21l informstion then aveil-
able, and it was agreed thet the COLORRIO should firet ‘sceareh
the adutheast quadrant froa Hoslond and the Phoenix Islands,

B« - The potrol plenc, mﬁumnﬁﬂd by Lieutenank Hzir: :

. ané msnned by the [ollosing prrasonnel; procecded toward Hosland

through tae Bight of' i=3 July, coutrcting the SuAd enroute.on -

schedule, _ St

+ Licubcnant % Yo Bnrvey, commending,
Liutenent L3¢) Ta K. Drone-
Licutcnent (Jg) ke B Lytlas © .
chviation Cudek Po W, ozith '
; : ; . Fa c‘l ":u:l"'l'-"?. L.E-E-H-
‘Es Ja .I:.’.l:{'.un:.i:k, Il.'-l'.-ﬂn_ e
Farla F.’-Hilm-ﬂ e Halls E"""ﬂ. i
Cs Lo Frglish, Add.l.S=c,

AL uﬂu, & July, Lisutenint Hurvey reported :

005 APPROXILATE POSITION LAT QC-58 LONG 72-00
PERLOD LAST I¥O HOURS IN LXTATIILY BAD WEATLER .
. LEIFEEH ALTIIVDE 2000 ARD 12000 FERT SUOR GLEET . |
S PALT LELECIHICAL LIOKLS PLATOD IN. DAYLIGHT CON-
' ¢ . ‘DITIONG LOGK ECUALLY BiD: CLOUD TOPS APFEAR TO TR
- 18000 FEET OR NOKE FERIOD AL RETUMHING TO PLAAL
' LAJGBOR' MOY BAVE 900 GALLONG: FUEL O POARD 1710 -
Gy
but tho prudence and sikdll of personnel surely roturncd the

¥ ! » ir . L)
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: - ?usn&li'ierﬂ diu;rr.t.nhaﬂ rim Poarl Hﬂhﬂf to Euérd : v
. the return flight of planc G=P=% in cose of Iuel exiisustion, ;
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Bubjeott’ - Report of Zarhart Search, 2-18 July, 1957,

plane to Pearl Harbor at 1926 3 July, after baing in the air

i flying approximately 2570 moa
miles, ZFaultless two-way oom-unioation was maintained throughs
out the F1ight of the planoj navigatlon mss acourats, as ovis

_ * donoed by ocontacts with surface yaspols and landfall, all of

which oosurrod preoisely on soheduls., This performance of :
duty refleofis great eredit on lLisutanant liarvey and the officera
and mon of his crew, . : - o !

Te . Tho Department inquired as to the feasibili ot
seaplaru sanrch oporationns besing on Johnston Ialand. ]
Cominndant connifered thin inprasticable, Aue to the BEQO nile
surn around between Ilowland and Johnston Inlands and stated .
Ahat if & moye extensive pnearoh than possible.nith the COLOARADO, .
ITASCA, 8N4 SHAN wore deaired, a carrior would ba the mcs$
practioable and efrficient unit, R e

" The LEXINGTON Group was organined on 4 July, consist-

: B,
{ng of the LEXINGION, LAMGON, DRAYION, CUIHING, and TERCING { the

1ast voosel was lator detaohed from the group, due %o rachinery
troudle), Undor command of Captein J. 8. Dowell, Coormnder, - -
Destroyer Jquadron Two, this group was oxpoditiously assen
and dsparted for ﬂnnﬂ, for fuel, thesnon to proageed 1o the

- search area, ; :
9. . The ITASCA meanwhile had resumed her soarch operations

in the wieinity of Howland Island, as shom in her report and ,
trach olart. 7he 4ifrfioulties confronting her may be inferred
from the following disgatohosi s _

FROME ITASCA i
TO 1 COMHAWSEQ B B :
1)F01 | COUFRAMDIV . ; & - o

6002 YOUR 6008 JAO0L WE HAVE MAD NO FOSITIONS '
. GOLA SPEADS COMAA OR COURSES FROM EARHARTS
' PLANE EXCEPT 80 CALLED LINE OF POJITION AT 0843 ' -
: ¥HICH HAD 40 REFRLENCE POINT PERIOD SHE QAVE US
- WONE OF IER BEARINO3 PERIOD BZLIEVE SHE PASSED
™0 NORTH AND #E5T OF ISLAND ABOUT 0800 AND
HISOED 1T IN THE OLARE OF RIUINO SUN THOUGE!
E WERE SMOKINO HEAVILY AT THAT TTME PRHIOD -
JUDCE OHR CAME DOWH BETAEEN 337 AND 90 TROM - -
HORLAND AND WITHIN AOQ UILES PERIOD HAVE

" BROADCAST AD INDICATED 1408
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Xarhart plono wos 201 miles north of Howland. Tho SHAN was

'_"A'nn ‘dirscted to take chargﬂ of all naval foroon engzaged in the
gaarchs  Tho ITASCA was clso. dircoted by Coast Guard 'iqud.qunrHrl
. to oporatn undor the Comzandanttas authority, Mnurdinglr. the

" & coordinated search until the arrival of Casmander, n-utmnr

-ponreh the quadront scuthenst

: . gub Jeett _' Report of Zarhart Souroh, 2-18 July, 1337, e o

i d s
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PROM: ITASCA. -
TO . t COMIANPRANCIZCO DIVH -
INFO} ﬂmﬂﬂﬂ BECTION

4008 1l1|l!illlmm ONLY . lﬂh?mﬂ-:-m ] : e |
RECZIVING ITABCA SICGNALS ONCZ AND DID MOT . : i
ANSWERA QUUSTIONS AS TO FOSITION COURZE DrEED Fh . i
OR EXPECTSL TING ARRIVAL PERIOD" SARHAKT USED e R
VOICE ENTIRELY STATIC INCARFPZRZNCE HOAVY AHD : ] ke ot
LTASCA RECEFTION Tﬂmﬂunﬂhﬂf IN FAALY HOURS R

- _iil! LEXN EX] Fi.‘l'lliiil]illl.‘....-‘il.l"lﬂﬁ

ﬂu ITAEGA nas - nnﬂrlng an -arna along the prnhahln l-lrhut- h‘l.ﬂh
whon apparahtly roliable radio intorcepts indicated that the - .-,

appronching that vioinity onroute to flowland and was dirvoted
to conduot ooordinatod psarch with the ITAGCAs The . stoamship .-
MOORSET also Jninud. in thi- rrulﬂan search of this area, SR

10, . on @ Mr tho cﬁmd.mt. Fourtesnth Haval Iﬂl.ltriﬂ.

Corrmanding Officor, USs COLORADG, then approachinz the area, was
diréotod to take charge of all voosola in the area and conduok

squm!.rnn T, whon the letter 'lm.'llll take over conaapd,

1. - The dnta.i:l.l of ‘thﬂ uuuﬁnh vero left to tha dlunrﬂ-
Sien of the Commanding Offlcor, USS COLORANDs The decismion to ;
frem Howland and: tha lT'heonix Iulnﬂl
8%11l appenred to be acund, Tho aosroch was condueted os shom
in tho Commonding Offieer, UGS COLORADO, report, enoclosure ‘.’ﬂ.'l- ._
Lo evidenos of the flyors or thoir plane was found, However
slininating that quadrant; tha LEXINCTON Oroup was lator enn

*+ % plan ond exetute a moro practionble and more oxtensive. nmh e

of the. nlhm unin.'l.ralu fron Hmrlmd. _ R E
18, ' - In order to roleanas the COLORADO a1 the llﬂ.iut : il

pﬁutiﬂnhll date, 1% waa desolded hat she should ocomplete the
.* pearch of the Fhoenix Island nnd vioinity, then prooeed to reon=-

dezvous with and fuel the LEXINGTOH Group deatroyors, This was
done on'12 July and the COLORADO released from further dusy in
eonnooticn with the senrch, The result of har operationn woa
dofinitely to establish that naithor the plane nor ito ]muun-

.. gere wore mabore in the Fhoonix Oroup and -thorefors that

¥ors not on any noewn land within 450 miles of Howlond and %

~thay ware not afloat in tlll- axtensive aress searched by the ship

mq her ﬂru :npiu.nu. : nutr e -rﬂunur pu-fml mw
: '.-j:-.ll:l-- -r: .'*. v 1 'l i o .
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o ﬁl‘h-}lﬁ}l * ° heport of Euhlﬂ Soarah, 2=18 Mr. 1637,

- GOLONADD, Captain We L. Friédoll, exeroised sound judpwment

E and Pearl. farbor, the Commandent held a conferencs with the . e

. 'all available information and otudios of tha westher and probable - . o

- LEXINGMN Orepps Tho daily spoarch plan for the LEXINOTON shaii e Beka e
- Group mas submitted and nscoptod, Tho dotails of tho studies. iy l

‘effoot his soaroh plan, bnsod on the information avoilable up %o B

‘requlred to occiaplots the operation ond reture to the Foet Coanty '
with tho fuol on bomyd,  Tas ITASCA and S¥WAN could oporate S
t unt{l 18 July mnd roach Honolulu without refusling, ' The dose

‘ticns in tho pearch aroa, FProdunce diotated o roduction of

. ~rhsorvres In ordor to insure an efficient sonrch despite some '-
.~ anticipated bad woather, she Commmndant dirested that the. plan R |
~provide for not moro than soven deys of searshing and tho sube ;

donditionn of oon:idershle hazard, due to the !.nuﬂﬁmng of b
aurveys of’ the waters traverasd. [During the pariod of his etme = {
nand of the searching foree, the Commndins Officer of the = - |

and-effootive diraction of the units at his dioposal, :
13,7 " ¥hile the LEXINGTCN Oroup was fuoling at Lehaina | -

Cormaander, Dontroyer Squadron Tvo, the Comanding OfCiocer of |
4hé LELINGTON, and sonlor commanders in the Diwdrios at which . e |

loeativn of the darhart plano wero rade avoilable to tha

and csmmptions are ineluded in thoge set forth in Commander,
LIZINOPOH Oroup raport, enclesura [K), and are omitted from . -
this ruport for tho nu)!a_nr DEOYLbys e s E

14 cmnndar, Degtroyer Squadron ﬁu to0k over com=
mand off all units in the moarah aroea on 11 y and put into

that time and subjeot to ocertain limitations of fuol and . A
endurance of the vessels in hio commnond,  The LEXINGTON was - ERty

try7exra could rntoh the LEXINGYON'S time Yimit,  There was .
thus an absolute maximunm of uine succozsive doys for oporas=

this tine to sovon dayn! oporationn in order to provide a -

A

soquontly dircated that it torminate cm 18 July, if good weather
f;ﬂnilﬂd %1!- u.udn::ll.ﬂ -Iuillg,,tuthurw;n m n;::nh should end om

9 Julys The Commanisr, Dostroyer Squadiron accordingly -
Yaid out end mnutl_ﬂ:hil plan E'r ‘searah, as lhl:il in his re= .
pﬂﬂ_ﬂhﬂhh : 2k Gt g -_ i
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_ Dudjesti  Report of Earhart Hearch, 2-18 July, 1957.

. and orews ‘of the ¥vessels nnd plune squadrons under h

- moricus !'.ag:rr to men or mnter

“intercepta whioh appeared too r

3. "™ details of ‘the plan and the reasons for its

yarious provisions wers sound end met with the full epproval of -

the Jommandant, The cperation wos well comseived and skillfully.

. ezoouted, It reflects greot oredit on the Search Commander,

Captain J. 8, Dowoll, end on the commanding officers, offisers,
is gcmmand ;.
X,  The performansce of duty of the Coomanding Offiser
of the Coast Ouard Cutter ITASOA, Commander,%, K, Thompscm, '\ .
Ue5.C.3., hnd boon vczmonded by letter to his inmedinte superior.
Eis Intui-l-igm,t and zealous gonduat of the fnitinl phese 5
the sooroh under most trying ocnditione deserves especlel come.
mondation,  liie reports, togethor with the wholehearted cf= -
opernticn ef the Cuzmander, Hawailen Seotlon, U. 5. Ccost Ouurd,

~ were of great assintonoo to the cubsequent conduct of operntions i ;

: H'uu Kavy, Tlie porforcanoo of the ITASGA wap axocellent in

1 respecis throughout the flight cnd the sesroh. Oereful

_study of all ecorxzunisations and other inforwmation pertolaing to

the flight, and the preparations therefor, indicate clearly

. that the ITALGA left nothing undone to insure the pafe _ﬂquIJ-'.ll*'.. s

tion of the Barhart flight.

h- The USS SRAN wam the millit vaasel sngaged 1n,ﬁhﬁ i
soarch and the last tc return to port. Che was at oea for (L
thirty-soven days during vhich she steamed mpproximately 7,000 ;

miles, ' Despite the onercus cperating condlticis lnvolyvlng short=

mgo of provisions and supplies, she carrled cut all nonlgned - S e

duties in a monnar rerflecting grest eredit on the cczmanding

officer, Lisutenant H, F. KaoGomsey, the officers end orew,. . ' . ., =

During her entire oruiss thers coourred no: machinery failure
por n aingle siek day. o . i :
18, It 'is most graﬂtrinf that thers ooourred mo -
i1sl in the very extonsive and
aAcoetize rerdcus operations of ships «nd planes,
s 1%, To Bumxarize brhﬂ;:__' Sy - :

The initlel phase of the search vos bosed on the

" ITASGA'S well Aeaponod bLellef that the plane was north of

apd foirly near Howland, A rsascnably eamplete search of this
area wos made on 2=3 Julye. -Then, on the strongth of radio

olisble to be ignored, the '
dvarch shifted to the westward and then 281 miles to north=- o
ward of Howland, Hoth areas were searched without asucuess and
subadquent acalysio diseredits the redio intereepts on which -
this searoh wam bassd, ; ; P i -

‘The sessond phase nf the niruh moved to the. iﬂ'll.'li'l-'.

- .lll-_t-'lﬂ' quadrant on the basis of radie intersepts and Learings
" and other oonslderations whioh indioated the plane was on land

and provably in the Fhosnix Jslands. With this nl':_u:ptlu; . {
P 3 Lo - ¥ 1 + ; FLni :.-..I' 4 .__-'

3 H e
=22 5 e T e,y gt gl et o e gty e e i, B i gal N o B = bt e
L s il e Blefleieencsiy 3 oy puiiace it T~
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. Subjeot:  Report of Zarhart Search, 2«18 July, 1937,

* %o hundred'mi

‘oonfusien on grltical froguencios indicates

elininatod, the third phase waa logically based on the mssumpe

tion that the rlunn had landed in the wator probably withim -
oa of lionland and that the subsoquant drifrg of

wreck or boat would have moved woll to the wostward and northe

- wootward im the 11 day intervsl prior to arrival of the LEXIHG=

TN .
Tk The LEXINGTON Oroup 0overod an area approximately
300 miles square to tha wesh wud northwest of Howland whioh

included all probable positions of plane or Eunngtn ir
afloats Ais an additional 4ut unlikaly possibi

alude other than that the unfortunate fliera Were nots sbowe
water upom ‘conclusion of the senrch, : ; .
; Miles atenned by vesssls snrouts te and durd
‘the searoh L 48 Uﬂ“g

. ‘Milos floxn by Planea ikl M!:Wﬂ-

*  Flane hours in air ST G 1,854
Square niles searched; g :
LNy e e U
. By a ol - - . . &7 :
By TOTAL LLPELTS

20, - Tue to ths _mnmﬂu:‘r 1nuntin-n ﬁ;l' the moarch area

and the cocmposition of the force, certain features of the asargh 4 '_ :

ware of outstanding interasd: - , ;
The axtonoive weathor end surrent data should prvove

. . fl valusbls contribution to our knowlodgo of the area, : :
ok It ia boliovod thot the plan uged by the LEXINGTON:

and hor squndrons is uniqua, and was particularly well designad
for the maasgonent of widely soparanted forces and for some
munlcaticnae congorning the operation, L R S Rz o
Tho exporience in fnlse mossazea, interference, and
’zhll_nnml for soms .
provieion for authoritative comirol of such frequenoies ia
smorgoneys (bviously, such realistie rafic prograns as the

Haroh ¢f Time should not be broadsas$ when y may affeot. re= ' ;
- 1ief mensures in progross. : . R AR, "
B 1f the Navy or the Coast Cuard are %0 .be involved in:

future ‘grtrutt fransocean flights, the liconsing authority
for sugh flights should be provailed upen to require from <he .
fliers a uruﬂn -minimun performance in giﬂn;_h thooe oon= .
eerasd relianble information prior 0 and

uring the progress of -

1ity the Oilbers’
: islands wore soarched, I 18 resretably unressonsble %0 dog= =

e B

-.. = -.
TR i
_:"""'-i-......_u




der, Destroyer Squalron Two, together with troek charts of the v . . [

Subjeati  Roport of Earhart Searoh; 2-18 July, 1857,

2l, It may be asowied that.the Favy will be oalled upcn e ' .

t-ﬁ attonpt rencue of orew znd passenzoera of o tronspeoific .

¢lippor should ens unfortunately bo foroed down nt ssa. Plans =
for esccrdinated rescus sffort in the lawalion Area have besen R
under ccnsideraticon for the last several months. They provide
for Jolnt sotien by lodel agonoles of the Neavy, Coast Guard,
and Fanejmsric¢en Alrvays, The groater part of the m:pm.{r.h
alr routs is boyond the effective rudius of lcanl foroes.
Thereforse, it would appoar deairable to provide tantntiva ’i,

for sush Teasus alfort. h:r units of tll.l- Fleat na ur h- 1pl.t-
od, :

‘23, nhputuhn of. parﬂ.uulnr 1nt-rnt ars .lmtlud-d in

. Enalozure {A)} they waro ll.lnntml fron a tut-ll of H-BE d;l.lpluhil

untmwn;l.n; the search, it £ i

‘25, . Thero are uppmdﬁd r-puru of tha ﬂi:ununding ﬂrﬂ-u" g
UeSa04Ge0s ITASGA} Commending Offloer, USSH GOLORADG) end ﬂm CALL T

‘l‘lnbll l.'nd pll.nin pnrthipttln: in lhl Searoh.

: = 'ﬂ.q-ﬂﬂ-' ¢ .

‘.ﬂ#pintnt Fr N (e L

Qumonder-in-Ohief U.8. Flset @), T
g Ommdr. Jiawniisn Seotion; U.8. Coast Ouard, = eI st |
uul:t- Flest Alr Base, 'Luﬂ. HAFbOR s e e ) 5

il
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Loy cotzlawire . © o S Sl

SO0R CTAIIANT GOlriOT 0748 REPOMTED CHZ IALF HOUR TUL A HO
Lali FaLl PosITLoN DOULTEUL CONHSAOT Q040 AEMURTRD AR ROALMATELY -
SR CTEAT ML ol ITAGGA BUT NO HRLATIVE BILARLLE0 PINL0D = 4
: - - QDAS joRuATEL BN OF PoUIToN 167 DA A37 DUT 1i0 HOFEAENGR 0
’ POANT PRGOULLE HowLAGD PERIGD LITLANE 1800 rom uaxiany TLoS i
VR CALUTT AND IF NOMALGITAL 9Y TIAT TIML WILL GUiINGE SZAnd o |
Bo R GTADIANT #HOW HOWLAND A HOOT PRILASLE ANEA. PIRIOR XA . :
GV VAARILATT HANE GLILERO UNLIMITED PRARIOD UHMDERITANL CIE
WILL PLOAT JOR LEIRITAD TIMZ 1000° . Lif e :

i ISASGA
ST g BONELIDEY
FeIF VTR FREE b 5

600 RAAGLAIT WHIIEPOT UORLANY AT 1830 BELLEVIE. DOl RlloHTLY

AFTAR OPLD AN GRIALIGELING. TIOHAGLE AWBA AND k1L SUNTLAVE L8158 [
CmFncls ITA3GA L ' :
R T I TR I T F T A I
LAy GURAANAYS £ i) .
8008 YUUN 6038 1400 WL JLAVE MAD O PUSLTIONI GUMMA SPELDG: GOLMA s
O COURAES FUOM SANIARGS PLAILG X3 PT 40 QALLEL LIND OF POALTICN &
AT 0043 THLGH AL M0 REFTINNGS POINT PR.ICD: R0 GAVE 1R oS oF . -
b o UHER pEatliicd Pritdoly BELLGVE . JUS PASIED TU NoNTH AND BROT OF 1ULAXD
Ec T AnOBT 0800 AND HLGUED 1T I TS GLAN. O} RISLING BUET THOUOR 83 W2HR
L GuORLNG TUAYILY AT CTIAT TLLG PRAOD JUDGH StE QUG DOV BrT St E
.. p%® D 90 PR NUTLAND AND ULSIDI 300 MILXS PERIOD MAVE BIOADGADY
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nrRGUL - GOLURADD ; : : : o
W 8 guifysgnoit 8 : :
Tiros . OLLG) LAMSOH) GUaING) IRATION LEXINOTGN) OOF OUNTEIN

1010 YGUR QUL0 1548 ATPUUATIVE 2000% - . __'

wyRoly . OOLORADO
70 ¢  OCOUFOURTIEN At
© DIFEGY FATUEART S3A501 OROUP

. 50UTH LONG ATA 3B WACY LAUNGHAD

. 3030 OGLORADD AT 0700 LAT 0351 -
WX QIMBHGURY DIRKER If ORDER HAMD AT

“PLANES RARGHED HEWEY PHOI

SYARCIT IH SALUL ARA A YoITEADAY COLUIADO -
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HEGIVAANS PLAULE SOURSE X090 AT 1227 LAT 0383 LOY3-171 D8 QWi miciD
FULLING GLAH AT 1410 LAT Q380 LO G 17140 CUUPLETEY FUIL1N0O COURSE -

'Hm I-.ll.'l" OB LOVG 17: 0N COUHGE NORTH AT 1018 LAT 0S£ LOMO Hl nl ]

HORTH AT 1445 LAT 03 BR LONO 171 45 OATAPULT.D. PLANEY FARCH CANTON .

TOLAND AT 1600 HHCDUVERITD LAT OB 08 LONO 171 43 40T COUN3Z BOO
FOR IGHDEAVOUD R ITH DESTRUYRNS I LAT QDBO HGITH LONG 1¥8 18 WEdT

0700 MoHDAY TUNLYTH PERIOD WITH COUMLETICH FLICHT THI3 ATSANOCH L
ALL ESLANIKE PHOUHIX GROUP JAVE DEIN LOGATSD AND OAWSFULLY spancind o -

FOR AWY JAGH UF LAINIAT PLARS ol LMD LATANTS WITIE TAOQNITION WINSLOW
HALE AND SAIDNAIE AHU RISF 0 THE NOBTIHNARD THI GHARTLD PUIITION

O THIOR PLACK AD FUR ORYELAL K1LES L VIGINITY wAd QUVARD TWldR _ _.

RITHLUT LOGATING QTILH. 2ELA00 GHAll UDOUR QOMIrLETION FURLLNG WAS -
umr.u'r..: PROCGHRED POLT AXIDM FROLIOE LTASOM GUHTINULIO JEARSH

C A LG URCTON TWELVE HUNDLED [ oudTIOH L.A-T W 8 Long 177 24

S BaH NG TYRAY . TO hﬁlﬂ!‘-ﬂﬁ 1830"

PERGME | COMDISROM 8 : : :
TO '  Swarouirtury -
- LliFet c.u:u:.;..r.w 5 Ln!-'iﬁﬂl nm"mm; :u.sum; LEATIGTON

0000 PISLENT DITRITION MAKE SAANGH PLAN NUZIR THO SIZESTIVE -

Vs TAY. TIIHT.O -..-m. QOVER MAZLMUN AREA L EDIATE VIGLGITY

Hu Lot LnLAND TENMEZAY TZR UWOE PLAY JRALEN OHE vATRRPLIG T0 SWESTRARD
whil RISD YOU Lronlul. I DuTAIL AD JUANHCGH PRCOHASSEI A0S0 PLUC TEM
IL-LI‘ “'uJI'i'LDH él.'lll‘ﬁ"‘l-u.ﬂ H. 'I'.'t‘ .HGHT Hﬂlml uﬂi dIIT'I THO FIIT‘I’ TIVE -

_' ) u_mr. 1037 T 2
*FOMS  QOMOUWTREN - .0
£ 4 OPRAY L B

01 taLoTALO CUMDPL D URARGH TIHDMNIX OHOUP ARVA AND ALL IULANDG

TIENR=IN L3 KOy MEADDIC FOU RENDLZVOW] LAT 0B0O ROLTH LOMG 173°18

© Rae "T TO FUEL DEGTHUYEAS LEXLEOTEH CROTPE FONIHOUH MONDAY TRELYTH -

UPON CONPLUTION OF THICH GOLURADD WILL D& KELUAGED FRUIE S3ARGH .
SUVE AND DINEGUEID PRCUZZD OM PINVIOUSLY  AXGIGHIN LAUITY OF FOL! OWING
ITINDWARY YU, PEARLIARDOR SEVANT-GRTH DERARE MALHLIGTON ROTG AND

NAVAL BUGTaVEd GEATTLE TUENTY SIXTH PERICD BWAN FULLKD AND DIFIW A

PRUDLED POLNT AFIRE LTASGA CORTINUING GUARCH HISR AJ3ICHLD AREA

' I]i.I.Gll SIS 1A COMPLETRD 10 LAT QA4Y 30UTH m- o

"Eicat | COUFOUIRTKEN
TO 1 COLOHADOj GOLDEIRON 8

- INFO1 u-l.ﬂll.kit’i‘ u!-...mﬁl.{ ﬂﬂﬂﬂ?
OGL1 COMDESRONR TJIE CHARGE ALL WITJ III' GRARGH AREA PRIIOD S-EMIEH 2

OF VHOEZNIX GUoUp AllRA CONSEIDERED COMPLETED PEAXOD UPON GUMPLETION .
FUEL LG DESTH0YEHS GULutaD) RELLAJSED JXARCH LUTY AND FPRUCRID PHoe
YAICUSLY AdoIGHRLD DUTIGS Fﬂ.ﬂ.'ﬂl‘llﬁu .H'IHEIU.H‘I mﬂﬂﬂ Gﬁ'.i- AALD
DE-JPAT‘I.E[ ﬁlh'- HIr W
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*FRONI  GOMPOUNTEEN

. "PhGMs  OWFOUNTIEN

" wynouy . GoMY umt_‘i'llﬂl

AR My, 1899, g

T 1 OPUHAY

OGLR DhoTioYaitd LEAUVOTul ORGP %0 FUZL FROM COLONAND THIS YoREHOCOM
C LEXINGTUN ORoUP 1o STAHT .j::.ukﬂ'—t LBORNING THIATZ IMR Fiid PODIT ORIOIN

LAT 0230 HunTH LOIG 1%7 WET DAJE JOUNSE JOUTH JUAR AND m..:u

Pm:na.ubm TOITARD mﬂ.i"'uﬁ.ur uwim OlLLERT ﬂum nﬂﬁ' . :

. umr. 1039, A

'ru ] unmr

-lﬂll LEXINGTON CUISENGDIG ABARSH TILA Hummﬂ E‘.::IIIHTJ WEATIZR.

C FRIMISTRIO RXPRSTS IN FIVS DAYS TO COVER ARSA DOUWNDED AS FOLLOWD
LATITULG & I]EUREE-’I HURT 70 APFROXLIATIELY 8 DEORRE]G SOUTI LOMGle
TUDE 175 850 w:5:T TO 178 BO EAGT FLiJOD FTAGCA ARIIVING ARODAL
JELAND TULJ XoWILG. T0 DBICIN S5ANCH OF OILBERT. JEAN ENROUTR TO
A53187 5374 CLDBRAT STARGH £5+4I010 CULCIADG AMAIVIS OFF PRARLMARBCR
SIXTHDTI FOR-FALL AND STONS SULER PAOCERD GAIFRANGINGO NILL WOT
ALLUINE H.r:L PEIANLILARBOR 0940" :

14 .ru.u_r. 2039
-mm-i; | CONYOUNTR N s

LiTgl QPHAY -
; n;u.i Inmﬂ. Hn.ﬁ]]f.ﬂlﬂ] Y I.E-'IFID T,-.:uﬂa ARD ﬂ.,u:m: AN 10 .-r.r-mr.m

YIGLHITY ntnilia - TODAY BuTH VAU 10 GARGFULLY 35ARSI EHINHAD ITED
Ll Ao I ALZAS AJUIoNZD TN AND SUGH GEARGH A DESMID ES.ESTIAL
JF DRIAGLITSD LSLAND) LELINGTOR CORTOULIIC A3 QUTLINZD 1IH Y2 TERDAYS -
CREPUNT . DAYL-LORE INTEAFZHAED WITHE LY IRAVY DAIN JCUALL BUT Ol
JILIED SATLIFACTOY TOLAYS rﬂ.‘l Tor umm LAT ﬂ:l. » :.II:UTI :.nm

480 Lass huﬂh::-.‘i Al lh‘ﬂi" :

nm;..zm. CiAE e e

R CPHAY

: _QULD STAN AND ITAJOA Q2T INU LI SRANCI BIIJ!IRTE APEOT TO m:mm

LA WU ANGA CRIPLETHED PROUABEY JATUADAY LEXLNGTON CONTIHULNG

SUARDIT ANRA PAVIOUSLY RAIPORTED TODAYS POLIT GRIGIN LAT OLBO HORTM
© LONG 1080 BAGE QUUTLE KORT PEHIOD PLAN BeING FOLLOVLED 68 PLANZ]

FIRGT DAY 4R TIINEAFTER FLAMSI DIVIDID HQUALLY EAGH FLANE OFAGED

8 MILES Jiandl OUT FROM FLANKS 90 MILEZ3 8 YLICHTS PER m:f ADVAHGIRO . -
e l'}lﬂHT Illl IIII.JJ} FIHJT DAY 140 T}[EI'IEHTIR I.M"

18 suy, 2697 .

Uy '-am.:rmmm GEi G e B
'm.' ‘ - m‘ . ... A, ; L ; il ; : 3 {AE ."':_I II_I': '
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CU"FRGY . OGINQUITATN |

" AIEA LATS DEBO AID 0D30 HGWTH LUNGS 370 RO snd 1%0 48 ZAST ToluYS

: ‘._II-_.:I.,I‘- = g i . #

ks () R T

foheh 18 July, 1937 (sontinued)

Q018 ITAS0A COMPLIEIRD STANSH Nonlijzny GILBCHTS GYAN GOUTIRULNG :
- GOUTIDEH o ILBRIGE Ll LGQUUH CuRPLETSD Ad SCHEWULKD FOR TESTHADAY | -
TODAY. BTARTS THOM LAT D400 NOURTI LONO ONE OXVAN fIONT EAIT FIRST ;
BAGR QOURSE WIT QUBTT : £ . 2 oy

1Y July, 1837
TO b QRRAY b [

QLT OWAM. UUMPLETAD SEANCH SOUTLIRE GILDERTS A3 DAER RELIAVED .
FULTHRR SCARGIE DUTY HOW PHOCKSDING PAAGLUAMGGHE ITASCA RELIAVAD
GLAHGH BUTIHS LLANGTED REPORYT HARALIAN SLOTION QUA:T GUARD MW
OO LB LR HOWLARD PEFIOD LUKINGTONH YALTIADAY CONPLETED FOLLOWIRG

'PLAN POLNT OF OIGIN LAT 0100 MORTH LOMG LY0 .88 NAST BASE OOURIE-
. BALT L000% ' R IE S ey :

. e 18 July, 1907
WP RUMY AL UUTITEEH - L
“TO 8 COFHAY..

0016 YEITEADAY NEARGH GOWPLEVED A SCHELULSD PZRIOD TUDAY CLEAIIRG .
CUP RADN M0 I ARRAS OBARGHD FOUNIEDNTI ¥ AFTELNTI BXVENTRRMI |

" AND PRODADLY FELL IN ANGAS TU NONTURAOT OF SAMX O9RO® .
epRous - GOLDESHON B . : ’ |
S T0-8 . OHIE .

1001 SZATGH TUDAY DUIDAY COMPLETED A% HGIXIALED 3660°

F 3 : - 1 Y
! . 1 E 1 Tkt e L R R =
g L il AL R AR T L S Al salmam, [ ol sng s R L e B sl u--u'.-.-lua--..-\_n.__'_.,_ir..,'_.,_'_
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L ITASCA . T e b R 28 :ul:; 1951.

U 23 June, 1937 PSR S o Se s s

- to the Iu:tvnrﬂ of tho Lsland lwnitrng daybres
24 Junu, 13371 : :

- mont for Earhart rlight, cuuplntnd landing of staras and equipmont at
Howland Island this dntt -nd drifted durtn; nlght on. thl lii gide ﬁf

. 25 t0.30 June, 19371

.- on runways and precautlionery afforta connocted with Earhart rlight. __3

‘1 July, 19811 ) l-'. Ao ey

sl Byl e L S L A e e ik o e S SR b A

TREASDRY Ly ARTUEAT | R
. UALTED STATES COASY QUARD . = -~ |

Honolulu, T+ Hap _"; e |

B01=64=800" .

Fromi Z'_' ; ﬂummunding ﬂrfinur, IIAEGA.-

%o & - . CGomsundant, l4th Kawval District,Penrl Hnrhnr,TqE;
T R {(Via ﬂo:nnndlr. Hﬂ'liilh E-utlun-}.:_ : N N
; Euh}a:;q : Elrhﬂrt Flight, Pt D s f:

'1”_.mnmumhgnmnaamhuudmﬂnmrw uf'
lnrnruniinn: ; : ?ﬂ

. Enroute to Rowland’ Illnnd. Eﬂsﬁ, on the BErd rnisi& Hnriand In-
land bearing 90 dogroea true, distance 7 miles ituppud and ﬁrlftid

. Slcsedl1alant s toppadiana driftods ILowcreditoats andleons .
lunu&d ianding stores and aquipmonk topether with gasoline and equip= |
the izland, - o
B3 Jhn-, 1977

Procesded to Euknr Islund ﬂhﬂri hove to at ﬂBdT Ind otanonood llﬂﬂ#
ing storas fﬁr that island !hiuh dutr Al entplnttd at 1&EE..-

. Hnldlug position off and on loo side of Ennlnnd Islnnd tinitiug )
arrival of Amelia Earhart plans from Lkae, Rew Ouinwa.  During this
period Departaent of Interlor porsonnel and tochnical aides at work -

Urgnnizad task gruupl rnr 1and1ﬂg nnd tako nfr dutlnl.-

' 1858, received: verification from|Ban Frantisun Di?ininu that - :
Amelia Earhart Putnam had dnplrtud Lnu. Haw: Quinea at noonm, haﬁ ttu-'
nud was erroute to Ennlund. s . 58 .

¢ July, 19578 | i -
Mzde preparation durin: aight fuw llndln: task :tnu in uun—

* " neotion with plana fiight. Vessel in contact with t plane at

":ﬂliﬂ and int-rllttlntlr thlrilftlr. llrlr r:nqptinn pnnr. at nﬂlﬁ ﬂ-;fﬁt
i s ' L J : P ST
# i % o I =g ; Tli'\-\:‘lf}'\.'.m.‘l_*. h

o Akt i Tk it PR T
5



ITASCAs Earhart Flighbe —oceeoo o L

scent task group ashoere to take stations for landing of pleno, 0814
Earhart roported position BSOSO miles out of Howland, Commenced laying
hoavy sazoke scroen at daylight. 0645 Eathart plane reported poaition
100 milos ocut, OT42 plane reported apparently over the lsland and gas.
ranning low but ne land fall., 0758, ninnu reportod elreling and re- '
queated tran=misaion on 7500 keca for beeringa., 0800, plans roported
regcption of our siznals but unable to obtain a minizum for bearing.
0843, plana roported as being on line 157-337 and runnin; north and
:nutﬁ no reference point glvan, rtngﬂfinn excellont, slgnalled it
:hnru arty to return to ship as by tims foars wars Iait that the A
En:hnrg plana had prﬂhahlr lnndad wide of the ialand, Landing plrﬁr 2
reaturned at ﬂﬁlﬁ.

: A3 s00n a8 tht plma had indicated that H was :ti:l.:l. mrn at l:IME _
and possibly on a lina vhich would provide a land fall it was deemad sd=
" wyisable to retaln homing p osition at Howland with the vessel for :um—-ﬁ* ;
%ime on the possibility that the planc might atill come in, 5
- At 1040, it was definitely asaumod that the plane was down a0 got
- underwvay at full spood and comnenced the search la the arsa whlch lt
that time seemed most logical, '
Turing the laat half hour prior to ilztiﬂ! underway an ostimate of
the situation waz made bnnnd upon thoe fo ting facts and sssumptionss

"EACTS"

) Flying eunditlnn: within a radius of 40 miles of Eowlend
ixnn ant, wind eszst 8 to 13 uilan, celling unllnttnd, sesa paocoth,. .

f

L B w pE

. 801-84-800, 7/29/3,
|

palal

o -,
i L b -t = ]
Rl e B ek e L L T

Ak {b} Yisibility south and enst of Howland excollent and unlimited
as far as could be observed, BSun rising clear and bright and 1lland,
ship and smcko scréon in the glarae thur&nf. :

(c) Visibility north and west of Howland n:unlluut to horizon '
hut beyond that continuous banks of haavy cumulus ﬂlﬁud:. N

ws (d). Plans transmissions had indicated flight through nluud;f and
- overcast skies throughout the night and morning. - :

() Plane transmissions had indicated that a-u Hul:nnin: Ais=
‘tance had baan munnpluhud.

~ (£) Plane sigmal ltﬂn:th ugn -nd m.-.mm;-n auﬂn; last hnnr :
~ of transuission,

() Plancts l;ln- {nr jﬂliﬂﬂﬁﬂ j.ndiutld du& nuhun.'ln.: run. f-.': N
uurrlut- Gy -”.W-.

. (n) Stellar havigating pnnihuitin. soutn lmi oast of Hﬂﬂ.l.nd A
i uﬂ alose to En:hnd, were mrumt th.rr:u:hnut llilht- S T .
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£ July, 1957 contlds
I- to viaibility and sssumed further this due to flying in cloudy weather

- they emerged from the cloudy area north and west of Howland and prosus=-

T

,gh Eﬁgéi by any chnnﬂn, 1t nanred thu island durin; thu lbiunuu of ?;.
! . . : :

e 1 Ml s T e e o T gy
v L, " 2 . -
.

601=54-800. 7/29/37. S
ITASCA, Earhort Flight:— -

‘a.--'-‘-----i-ﬁ—nn-q--—---——--il-ll-l—---d--ll-l-'

——

"ASEUMPTIONS" -
(u} That plane obtainad no fix during latter part of flight dua

and conditions which did not exist :uuth nnﬂ sast of Hn-llnd ut did
exist north and weat, .

{(b) That line of position nhtnlnnﬁ was a "aun”® lint obtained: when

ably the only obsarvation madeo during the latter part ﬂf the flight, &
rurthur asaumod thlt thi: lino was correst. i

. :nsﬂ} Aasune thnt plane may have missed gaoke :crutni ship or is~ wl

visually dus to their lying in the gl&ri of the rliaing aun,
d) Assumod furthor that plane passed iithin Eﬂﬂ lllil of How- v

el Island and north of 1=.

(o) Assumod that plane uar have ¢n:riad lina of pﬁtitiﬁu found -
along line of flight for the period necessary Tor navigator to Hurk ALY
‘and plot line of pﬂlitiuu not in axcans of 1J0 miles, : 4

SI} Assune pllnﬂ did not come down within a rldlu: of 40 ltlul ;
nf Howland, _ :

Opon rarnguing facts and lulunptiunn 1t was daci{ded that the uult :
logical aren of scarch lay in = mactor of a circle between 40 milex nnﬂ

200 miles off of Howland Island and between bearings 337 and 45 true

: from that ia:land, &Search was lﬁeurdlngly 1aid down in accordance wi
thil estinata, : _ ;

The rullnwing Depnrtuunt ﬂr Intarior personnsl were laft on Hntb
lnnd in excast of normal personnel for the purpose of assisting the

Ah Xin Laong} . ll‘hﬂrt K. l.knnt, Jr.j lmiu_.'hmll;
Carl lnhnlntni and Eenrr Lau,

Frank. EIPRIAHI Hndiﬁman, aecond ullal H;E-L-ﬂ.#- was left ashore
in charge of high Iraquﬂnmr radio diruntiun spparatus to obtain bearings,
if possible, on tha plane, Bearching throughout the day to the northward

. of Howland Island and during the night with searohlights, Extra lookouts

pultﬁd lnd ‘all hands on the llurt¢ In ldditiun tn thl Iff#rt: htin; uade
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. §01-64-800. 7/e8/237.
* ITAGCA, Earhart Flight.
", by tho ITASCA, suggoated to Gumnnndur, Hawaiian Enntinn, tho ﬁenir1h11* e
: from the San Franclaco Diwlsion that there was a posaihility that the

+.-ing a congiderable time exesllent togothor with an eacrgoney ruubnr boat

- provide hEﬂﬁer service Coar. plone vhich hzd lnft Pearl

';lnud Ialnnd there wes no altornative other than to ahaadon ‘the search -
‘tsmporarily for thes Earhart plone and proceod &3 indicated in the above

; :'?as ltill na tainﬂd Iibh 5ﬂnrch11hht5-
SEiC July, 19874 <« PR

el el

roceived information that Navy plane wes turning back to base on eccount

. forzntion. staod west to this latest reported poaition for the purpuau of

 Islond using rﬂetanﬁullr s30erch mﬂthﬂd lnﬂ aantinund thrnughnut the dny
- and nisnt. ;

-5 Jul;'r, msfn %

l' tu repurhud punitian af Pllﬂ'i lrrirud lhuut ﬂn#k hrulﬂulnttng nn plnn!

- L= i ”
% = e T LT L P < U L T | W T

4

|

|
|
i

-n.-.._—--n-———--hﬂ-n-q--—-—.-b-ﬁ.q.—u-.--——ﬂ..ﬂ.-.i..--u-q.-

2 July, 1937 cont'ds

ity of o Navy. sea plano search from Pearl Harbar, Reecelved information

plans might use radio.on the water and further that possibility of floate= .

R A e RS S

and. plenty of - emergency rations cerried,
‘At 2145 rpcaived definitp instructions from Commandent, l4th Maval

District, to b= at fowland Island at faybroak Entur“ayﬁ 28 July, 1977 to . -
arbor at 1028, '

‘In vlew of tha fact that the plane was alrﬂadr in tha ai» eprouts to Hows

S ol g
Lo e

noted orders) coirse was accordingly changed far Huwinnd Ialnnd. Eearch .

v -

,:"'?'.!‘.'-‘:-‘.'.,-a s M b e M
. gt

Arrifnﬂ nff u:ﬁlnnd at 0710 1n accordance with Instructlona,. ﬂ?lﬂ, 4

of oxtreacly bad flying weather -s0 resuazsd soarch to the northward which
continned threughout the day, HRoecelved informetlion I'rom San Franeiseo
Divizion that four separate radio statisns at Loa Anﬂ"lfl roported regolv- -
ing Earhaort poaition 178 with 1.6 in doubt. In view of posailbllities of
tha plang being able to transmit on the woter as indleated in prior in- -

Pris
"I-Ini.-

o

rnving or disproving the raports which could unt ¢unni=twnb1r ignored,
1ntninnﬂ uﬂur¢h thrﬁushuut thu har. ey :

4. July; 19374 ; y
Took up nnnrch during. the 4th from: 130th muriﬂlan townrda’ Hnwlnnd

B e :
— I—-"_-|J.."-. B e i e ST
K r e -

X At 0R48 runeiraﬂ infurnatiun from Hnrailah Bection thnt annl Hudiﬁ ;
Station fiailupn had intersepted the following mensagej ¥281 NOHTH HOWLAND
CALL EHAGG BEYOND WORTH DONT HOLD WITH US MUCH LONGER ABOVE WATER BHUT. OFF
Tith the possilility of planc tranomission on the water still existing stod
north towards the position indicated in tho forogoing intercept and ads
‘vipod all steamers in the vieinity of the possibility. of the plane being .
domn at that point. Contacted Howland Island in an endeavor to ohtein a
boaring from that point on the reported plane and report froa Hoxlond gave
a bearing which conformed to the report, .Gearched to the northward enrcute! -

e e
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\- . 801=-64-300, 7/e9/87, = -

ITASCA, Earhart Flight. ] _ e .|
--lh-.n----.-r------l--l--l-ﬂ--_-----.-I-.l-i-;-'---I---.-i--'-'-. ﬁ
" 5 July,” 1937 contlds = | o A5

Ifcqﬁencina and-using s&aéchltshts"1ntern1t£cntlj for visual nigﬂais.' o
At 7100 lights which had the appearance of flares were sightod to the &
northward and stood up to inyestizate.. These reported Iichts hod every - .
indication of a bursting green rocket but were finally deteraincd to be 4
attrituted to moteorolozical shover wilch was Feported both by the [low=

. - land Islond Etation and U.S5.5. SWAll, At £E1S identified English stenmer |

;. MOORGBY who had diverted -from her normal eourse to assist in’ the searchs .

i - Continued seatch throughout the nights e : 7’6 SR s

A Elesalysnnarvitel i i e S g

~ Proceeded south snd east during the night to effect renderyous with. |-

~ U.5.5, COLORALO on tho morning of the 7hth for fuel purposes, At 1445 ree
celved dnatruetions to report for duby to the Commondent, Lldth Wawal Dise
trict, and reported as indicated.’ AL 1345 received instrugtions from Come . &
-?ﬂnﬂﬁgt,'idth.ﬂﬁvnl Distriet to report to U.E.5. COLORALO for duty and con- §-
araod,, : ' s o ¥ : : R S T Shtr

7 July, 19373

1 Contacted U,5.5., COLORALO at 0445, 'Clssed her at 0839 and 0T0% compe | .

. menced. taking fuel by destroyer methad. Receslved frem COLORALO commissary o |
atores as requested, Khile fueling Commanding Officer ¢onforred with Come -
manding Officer COLORALO relative to scarch program znd the genoral site

- ation up to=date, 1010 Completed fueling Crom the COLORADD, cast off and
stood southward and westward for. search area outlined in conference. . =

8% 10 July, 1987 . ' A T =t

' Bosrehed arce gouth and west of Baker Islend in accordance with -
_brders of Comranding Officer Us5,5. COLORADO, « = ]
1 July, 1957 © . G e U
: . 0345 COMDESRON TWO in oharge of search,” Continued search as indie . | |
cated in original ordors. 2£24 recelved instructions from COMTESRON TWO -

AR progeed to ARORAI Islsnd in the Gilbert Oroup and shaping course ag=
; - sordingly. yEr rilah SR P A Y R R Ve kT -2 T

LB

. :° Procesding toward ARORAL Island, Lower Gilberts, %o investigate
i that island and others as indicated in orders, | . A

12 July, 29373 .. R

1 -
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- trate who came con bosrd and conforrid with Commanding Offiecer, 0350 land- @

“gation as no native boats came out nnd the surf breaking too henvily for.

- native cano®-but rere unable to obtein informntica due to their inability
- to aspeak English. 1510, set course for XURIA Islsnd where arrived at 1810

15 July, 19371 Bl Sy

1 Eruup. He requested the ITASCA to notify the Resident Cormlsaioner at

T T e =

i : : . A
601-64-800, 7/29/37 ) - P Jregs g
ITASCA, Earhart Fiight, e . s

13 July, 19374 A

- TRAised ARORAI Is3land at 0800 ond stood off shore to amalt further
instructions from Raval commend., Received final instructions to visit = =
cartain 1slanda of the Gilbart group at 0700 and stood for AFORAI, 0825 - °
stopped of f ARORAI Islagd, native canoc came alongside with native nagla-

ed two conmissioned officers win native cance with tho permiasion ond as=' -
sistance of native Magistrote for the purposc of interrogeting local in- :
habitants rolative to the pasasge or wreckage of the BEarhort plane, 1050°:]
officers returned with negoative rcoports on thelr efforts, 1408, underway 3
proceeding to TAMAUA Island, 1513 hove to off TAMAXA Islond. 4830 na-

tive canoe with native Uagiatrate camo on boord end departed with commis=-

ad with nogative informetion., 170, underrny and stood to the northward:
and vestward along the Gilbert chain, : : R

. sloned of ficers to Interrcpgote loenl natives. 1714, duty officers retum- -
;)

‘14 July, -19373 S R e

13EE, atood in cloze to lee aide NAUUKI I:]."r.n.nd but held no commminl -

surf boate unfamiliar with the locality., 1425, underway from NAUUKI. Is- . 1'
land to intercept two native rcanoes sighted. 'iﬁsﬂ, stopped alongside of’

o St

under the reef sand drifted. Lowored surfboat and econtacted native Mopgis-
trate who stated that the ialonda of thiz group we-e in close communication.
ond, that no information was available concerning any plnne or ¥TECUHARR, = 5'-
1710, underway to tho northward and westward, instructions having been. . |
modiflied regnrdlnf particular islands to sparch and the reporting of this =i
reaoel at TARARA lsland, the Division Headquurters, being decmed essentinl, ||

—

ol

0850, raised TARAWA Island and stood in to restward of reef. 0B850
stogpud and drifted off channel entrence. Dispatched Lieutensnt Commande
or L, H, Baker snd representative officers ashore in motor lamunch end motor
surfboat to report the arrival of tho ITASCA in the Gllberts officially
and to explain tho vesaelts mission, At 1430 motor boats returned with . - °
following informationy the scnior Comuisaioner recelved tha party gra- = °°
ciously but declined to receive the visit as official owlng to the fact . .
that he had received no prior notice of the veszsel's arrival i{n the ﬂilhirt*ﬂ

cean Island which latter report was accomplished by COUDESRON TRO., The ' o
Resident Comnmissioner at TARAWA Island stated that contact between the |
northern islands was ¢loze snd that me {nforpation had been received of =
the passage of the Earhart plane or any wreckage therefrom, He further = .

S
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1

. ITASCA.. Eorhart Flight, -

L' Hﬂ'ﬂﬂlﬂlﬂ! D
16 Suly, 19370 ©

- duty in search area by COMDESRON TWO and reported to Commondant, 14th
Naval Diatriet. 1725, relleved from further search duty by Commendont,
' 14th Naval District and reported to Commander, Enwallasn Beetion. 1740

- HAWALIAN SECTION 601-64-800 Firast Indoraenent.  Honolulu, T. H.

‘Froas '”'Iﬂﬂnénhﬂar Hawaiian Bections
%o § ' .Commendant

L
o | o e e el @ W L B SRR

801-84-800.. 7/B9/37

*_-—_‘---ﬂ-iﬁ"-—-ﬂﬂ.———---—dh---'-—-‘-”-'-

15 July, lﬂzé_eant'dt'

" atated that & definite lookout had been kept for the plane at his in=

structions since the flight, 1455, with all boats secured, set cour3se

" toward the southward at standerd speed, Advised COMDESRON TWO fully 7

as regards the situation to-date end waa directed to proceed to Bowland
Island for the purpose of plcking up personnel and stores enroute to

Enroute to ﬂﬁwlanﬁ 1aland r?uu'fhn Gilberts. ‘1505, releaszed from

=

recelved orders to proceed to Honolulu, T. H.: _ 3

i

e G WL R THOMPSON ol
, .+ Commmder, 'UE'EE-_ S

- K ¥ - i '
---h‘u--li--_-'-----'il-u-—--l-------1—-'—--_—---'------.*.'

a
"
s e ,|:-.-"-..-

g . T
N Pl L e Tl e el e it e i Dt e el il i WO
s . 1 F i -

#9 July, 1987, ¢

» ld4th Naval District, Pearl Harbors  ° i
. 1. Torwarded, SRl :
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Bubjecti 5 Neguzo Eschart uﬂarﬂh h* thm F¢u.u. COL GTA ﬂ-
: in G.nrﬁn Eﬂnrch Grouwj)e -

: On-1 July, 122 'r, the Ua%e i COLONAIG, Eu._—.‘.:,nin
111Hﬂlﬂ Te aLlwdﬂll, Uar & Commzniing, arrive? nbilano=
Llultty Te Ha Tho Usieiie. EJ ‘J.Li ‘5 wia operabing In oecorinnce

-

: with=nﬁwrc+nw:n:wrntlhf schedule on a one sonth's truining
‘grutag of thg Naval Deserye 37Ticora Irelning Corps Gindonts,
. fronm khe University of Caliiornia, cnd -:rrhln. tan.  Alss on

baard wors four diz tinqvinaﬂﬂ sussta af the Hrvr Dactor Marim
Lutheoer Jrittnin, Proaidont ol the Gearple Echaal of TEEhJ11ur?,
Ioetdr Leg Peul Eleg, .President of the Unlveralty of ¥ashingston,
Doegtor Charles.Derleth, Juniar, ean of the ¢¢‘1an af Eazincer= -

. ing, Univeraity of Califlarnir, ond Toctor Jorncs fr:biwrtan Eell, >
Fru*oﬂzcr af Money phd DBanking nnd Meoher of the Afnlrln.rn 1?&. AL

Doard.cf the Urndunte Eth*ulg Harthvpstern Unifcr*itv. Thege! o
dotinsuiched pucsta of tho Wavy seira zll cannsc%e? wlth schosls
that teve onoactive nart In the Havnl Hﬁ?ﬂr?ﬂ ﬂfricnrsf Troln=-
1ng Corpss - Several offleora end mon of thz Haval HAecerve vere

‘abaerd for trtinlns ﬂﬂgﬂﬂﬁ.in“ the 1 ﬂruln. :hin_n c;m"an? of thi

ﬂ.w.h- Eﬂhﬂhﬂiﬂ-

; S um el He). U.H.;. C'ﬂlnrn:u h.ul Hi‘.ﬂ*pt-: n-!; .ﬂilﬁ. :’:nﬂtl.

far n wltnnﬂnt melesne and & tro doy wints, had fired AuCARsS-

- fully, by b MeRe0yToCa 0 mail<ied Bhart dnnga Batile Practice

tn.the Laneinn Aran, nad vas burthed at Pler y Monslulu,; T. H‘,
ir s 'nuﬂw E:mim, 3 Julr, Iﬂx"-". :

: > 0n Lhn marning cr 1 Jul;; 1ﬁ”T, {ﬂanﬁin lu Tiﬂﬂ}

Nrao, nm-lia Earhart Putnae, and her Havigator, He. Frad J )
Noonnn, took% off. fron New wuingn for Howlend Iolsnd in the Looks
heod plone kaown ns o flyingz lotaratory in which they wore sp=

* “praeching tho ond of a fllght arcund the worlds -Horlend Llne
 land L2 lneated In- L1*ituﬂn D247t llorth { Lonitude 176%450

Wonts It la 1,050 eilen froa Henolulu, By mnd 1s the

. nnnrnpt lana: an tha Hawellon Izlands in thn ﬁirnntinn al the

f11shte It s an i1zlond two miles in length, and 1,000 yardo
vide, "It i3 twenty fest high, Eouth znd enst of Howlond in

" Latituca 09131 North, Longitude 1780=2! Vost {s Bakor Island ..

also tuonty fcet hizh; It 1: one. uila in lﬂH?th and’ 1,5ﬂﬂ i
_I.'.arﬁ! 'H‘iﬂh : o : .
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545 UaBaBy QILOZA _ ;
H On fTovland Irlsna tﬁérﬂ'iéu:rau:.wﬁnﬁﬁer ﬁbﬁerénrﬂgt :E
froz lionolulu ojuipned with a dirpetisn. findap Tor thia Tlight, oK
and & radlo for coz-unleation sith the Hwnalulu Hardla-Stakian a0 1y
and the Craot Goprd Cutter ITASCA.  On Dakap Islnnd nva faur] ~]

obsoryers froz Honolulu alsd equipped with e radie,

_ Tho ITAGCA, undor the Commind of Commendor Wa G,

Thompson, United Gtates Csast Guard, hsd boen pleced on station

near the laland for the purpose of Zuarding tho flight, Tho
ITi.CL had gomn froa the Teab Cassh far thin purposes  Theo
ITAZC0A PRad:previcuoly boen sbertioned nt Ronolnld, ocnd the -
peraonnel were familior with the waters and Lslonde ol the
vicinity, .- - G alEs ; - AR T ;

Island, -Tha ITADCA pacorted that 0742 (Zono plus 11} time)
the Enzhert 21lana had beoeoa eantaeted, ond the plana roported

- only one=hall hour af Punll n2 .laund fﬂll ma pozition doubte .
ful,  The eantoot at 0040 had ‘renorted one bundred plies fros

- the ITAZCA then. ot Tivwlend Lsland, ud no rolative bearin i
a8 plven, At 0348, the plane reparied lise 88 pazition 157=

€37 but no peforenec polat, The ITABCA further reportod thas:
Bt 1230 shp mould edmmence search o the narthwostrard for |
- thoe plane. rald Sor i A :

rord na ta the eourse anf speed or position of the plano hut-.
belioved  that tho plane was damn o tMe narthnegt, having

rozzad fHovland Xoland, snd dua b3 the glore of. the risging oun

- Atout ncon, Fridey, 2.July, 1807, word vas recolved’
in donolulu that the Barhart Plons had not arrived ot Haynlond

2] FRIT ]

b

\"

Tre ITACCA rezorted Later thal ohs had recelved no .

nod micced aeecing Havland Island or the ITABCA vhich hod qu

endking heavily in ordor to arziat In being alpghteds :

Tho cesson for the ITARCAls panrsh to the hﬁrthra;bf :

- vard wns mot dmevn until cantnot Sith Ehe ITAGCA Tag node

several deya lutor end inforzation s then rocelved that on'
he garmdng of 2 July,10:%, at Havland the vialbillity had

toon elear oxeopt to Lho.woat oné north, &nd 41f the olane Mad
becn close to Hovland it was balievad the 1slnond or the ITACCA
would have boon easily seen exeept from the northwost, .

Inculriszs from tho Havy Dopartuent ta Ehn'ﬁauunuddﬁb;

F:urtﬁnn:h Havol Tiztrict, ao %o the proctieabiiity of aparoh-

auk. foot that {thé position of Howland Izland, 1,6
from Hanolulu pracluded ony searching of .that nron o

destroyers or plenes, -

A A s e e

ing h{ destroyers and planea from Poarl Hartor, &, #., brought.
tho ﬁ? wiles .

/ Ing . oon=

dugted without a boge in the imzedlato vicinity for oither -

W o Y s o

4 -|-||--d.-|l.::.'.-..ﬂ..' J.
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) In thoe aftornoon of 2. July, Lisutenans ¥arren W,
Hervay, Ua8a ilavy, in o soxplong tuur: of{ fraom Poorvd Hir‘ur,
T,8,, for search in the vicinity of tha Hoslmnd Island for.
the: La*:".ﬂr*t- plingel s :

1% © THa U.u.a- Guhﬂf&uﬁ wa2 ondo u?a“nblﬂ t0. tha Cone
mindInt, Fourtoeath Hawval Dint ieky {or uss-as” a searching

: yoasole. At 0500, Saturday, 5. Jhl;. 19E7, the U.fl.bs COLOFALD

left - nolulu for Pearl liartor, -with orders to fuel prior to
t"r' ALY _...ng for the Gearch Arca. Vinlle at Pearl Bart 'Jr atdltionsl

an baards e et

e : ﬁt ﬂTﬁﬂ, 1he Fnurﬁl ﬁlmnﬁ rﬁuﬂr'ed har pasit 1nn nt
R ey Latituda 6%-25% jorth, Lengliude 1720-02' Tisat, thot the.

nesther was gxtremsly bad and thet 1t nh nﬂcuan ury far hnr .'
to return: to Pna.l Horbor,. . Lk

‘. Tho u...b. unﬁJ Ywnd basn desnabehod! fram thn F1¢¢t'

Alr Baso, Peoorl fin: bﬂf: ToHep wlth sunpllea-For tha Hovy

plzng In tha oveat bthat. 1t reachzd Bavlond Islend and con=-

ductod @ search fron Shere, In order to ruard the Posrol
. Plane on its roturn TLLight tacPearl ‘Harbar, the UsE.3. DEIT,
TALEIT, TANAGER, and THIPPIORWILL vare ardered .out %o ¢aver
the ;nth of tlc Enry ?laqr This plone returned to Honalulu
salely by 1000, Caturday,” T July 1927, and nﬁ furthar ploncs
wors r':::a:rﬂl:ctwd fronm Pﬂ:‘."]. finptor "u::-r the Braveh Arce. The :
faur zhipe wero 2lrocted to return ta Pearl Harter, The. ‘
Uelalip & LH c~nttnuaﬂ an t:*nrd: Farl d. Ialﬂnd. :

- Th*ln hL Maarl Hurgnr the Gam.;ﬁfing orfficer of the .

- UeSaly uﬂuJ.“;ﬂ received iuctructions from the Comaandnnt,
Fourtconth Havnl Dlatrlet, Hopr Adzlval Orin G, Morfin, Us Bo -
Il".t:_,r and osnferrdd wlth the Comiahding Orficar, Floph Air
Pazs E.:,at. Win Kennobh Whiting, U.8, HNayy, ond other afiicern

cor the District dnd Aty Hase velative to the hrohablo prti

. BN lacﬂrian al' the Zorhert Plane in the ovent of a foreed

. lendings Tials infornotion nccﬂeﬂ £y Indieato that the nont

prabable Trason for missing Honland Island would be that of

atrongor tinds then norenlly eipcoted in the rezion, asd
thnt the plone had nrobably bean enrriad ‘southeast. of Howland,

Thego opinlons lend the Comemending Officer of the U,5,5, COLOw

- HATO, ot this tizms to bellevo tha. auuthnunh nr Howland was
thn uuut ltknlr-nrel. ; : .
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: . Tha Commanding Officer upon departure fros Pear) , e 3

 reetangle, It wes expected that four flights of thres pllhll._

|
Earbor 1300, 3 July, 1927, set course for ‘Howland Island,

Prior to deporture from Fonrl Herbor, word wmas res e . W
celvad that apateur operatorz in the wvicinity of Los Angnlos :
mad 1n5ﬂrenptnd pogition report gf the ‘Eerhiart plene as Lati=
tude 17 326¢ South, Longitude 178" last. Radlo watch was set ALt |
on S105 Kea sand Eﬁlﬁ Ees, the [resuoncies knoim to have heen s
used by the plane, Iin addition to the regular wmatch.en the '

distress froguency,; 500 Keeks Contact wor mode vile broacoas®
receoivers xith the radio broadcesting stntions in Honolulu
which rere delivering &n almoat comatsnt stream of information
relotive to aircraft reporta of reception of mesangod fIom
the plene, ° ; s . E iy

: The broadernsting estotlone snd the ITASCA continued
to send meszages to the plane. On the night of 2 nnd 4 July
ro signals were heard om the plana froqueney by the ITAECA
or COLORALD, but reports were reccived froz Wyomlng, Honolulu,
Los Angelen, jiustrolim end other points that signels, and in
some cnoes volee reports, had been reccived from .the plane, -
It waa alno reported. that an unbroken carrier »ave was heard, d
botn the night of 3 July mmd the night of 4 July on the plene ]
froquencys There was no doubt that meny stationa were enlling ‘.
the Earhart plane on the planets frejuency, snome by volee and
othors by signale, All of these pdded to the confuslon end

. doubtfulness of the authenticlty of the reports.

Ly At this tizc the Comnanding Officer, Us5.5. COLORADD :
stated that pending further inféraation it waz hia plan based . 0 |
on the prerent inforeation, Bearch aperations conducted rnd e :
being conducted by the ITFEEh and informotlon obtnined from ‘
officore at the Nuval Alr Station, Peprl Herbor and a knowledge
of rinds and currc¢ntns In the vilcinity of Howland end Baker Is- =~ . o
lond to eonduct scarch operations upon arrival at Howland Ya- - @ - 4
land in the srea 2outherst of the islands The Bearch to be ey
conducted &8 [ollownt The U.B8.65+4 COLOBALOD to stesnm enat slong - 0 &
the equator, the plones to be launched from tha shlp to search h
to the nurtﬁwnrﬂ-nixt miles then a5t for twelve miles then e LA
south pasaing tha COLORADO to slxty miles south of the track = i
of the COLORAD) and then to complete the racteangle and return . - e

%0 the ships Upon retumrn to thes ship, the planes were to bo
sarviead and with new pllots take off for agarch of .tha next

e

L]

e
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each could be made per day, | IR .
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d On the Fourth of July word waa reccived that .
Commcnder Destroyer &nundron Two, Cirtain Jonathan 6, Dowell,
U.5. Navy, in Comoand of the LEXENGION Group, consiating of

- the LEXINGTON, The DRAYTON, the CUSAING and the LAMSON, was -
proceeding to the searck crem, | : o

SELLE During the night of 4 = & July, conatant radlo
genrch wns conducted, The COLORALO heard the carrler wave
shich had besn provicusly reported by other stotions, The
Broudeasting Stotion in Honolulu had been requazting the
lane, if the broedccsts were hesrd; %o sond a pessage mnd
ir unzble ta send o mesaage to cend 3ipnals by mesns of cute
2 ting the curtier wave on and aff, * Another station raported that.
- ‘answering signals hod been hesrd but nons of the atations roe .
: porting having heerd slgnals agrecd on any one specific reply
"aignal, -Abcut mld-night 4 July, word was recaived thet the
.. plane carried no emergency radie’ equiprment and that If the
.* plane had landed on the water the engines would be partly _
- submerged and the redio eculpment rould Be wnable to trenseit,
This gave rise to the ballef that the plane was on lend, If .
. the simals heard or messogos recelved veare to be eon.idersd:
in any roy suthentie, - TH o

ks _ At 0EZ0 the 5th of July 1927, riord was racelived -
“that operators In Honalulu hat recsivred A m!nslg;'frun the
plane thst its position wna 281 milea north of Howland Islaond,

It waz further stated that this mar believed to be suthentio
&8 thrae sepurate operators had heard the roport. -

Frda This Informztion placed n.different pleture in . :
- yiew, for Af the ponition was corrrct it ‘ould indicate that .
tho plane xas on the water, ond if signols were actually heard ..
. a3 had becn believed, then the plane cust be on land or tble
to transmit from the waoter. The UsS.5. COLORADO was stlll
" - tao fsr pway to couse a.change of course for the reported posi-
- ' tion, The ITASCA and SEAN left thalr positions imzedintely
. .~' . an¢ proceoded towords’ the position £81 miles north of Howland
el Iplend, The 8.5, EOOFRY which was near the reported positien
roeesded Lomerds the poaition given, ‘arriving on the 5th of
uly. The SWAN reached Latitude 59 ﬁarth, Longitude 1789-45'
West, and commenced ‘searching to the westwards The ITASCA = ©
:aa:ﬁnd.thq resorted position late In the afterncon of 5 July,

Howland Island,, Due to the distince invelved to tha poaitien
znd to Howland Island fronm

281 miles north of Howland Inilndﬁi a8 0 4hLa .
5 tima would hevye gorva

‘the position of the COLOFADQ at t

no urefdl purpo
to the suspacted position,  In the evant that the BWAN, ITAGCA

and MOOKDY fpiled to locate the plane im the suspected position

.. pr area snd radio-informetion confirmed the original assumptiom .

i of the plane being in the southeast quadrsnt from Howland Isiand
F * any chonge now would delay ultimate search of that reglons
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‘The COLOEADD during the Bth of July continued on its course to - °

sg to chnrgze the course of the COLORALQ direckly. :
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e It wos not necessory for the Commending Officer
to decide until Tueaday forencon on the course to follow,
Daring the 5th tvo despatches of conaidersble intecrest and
welght were recelveds The first despatch cast daflinlte
doubt as to the location 83 belng £81 miles north of Howe
“: lend Island, due to the fzct thnt it stated again that the | -
' _plane .could not usa radio if actunlly 4n the water, and the
_roglon to the north of Howland .ax previously stated voa en=
- " ¢iraly weter, Henece, if saignanls were received the loentien
- was definitely wrong, The othar deszpateh referred to the

S
'
=

e

% opinion of the technienl aides connscted xith the flight, . ii_inf

. ' % thrt the plane would be found in the original line, whic
wmould indicnte a position throupgh Howland .Ialond and the
Fhoeonix Oroup, or in other words the southenzt gquadrant from
A\ Howland Iplsnd,  These reports bore out the original assumpe
.-tion of.the Commanding Officer, =hich wna based on all in- ;
. formatlon then availrble, that the loglcal quadrent for the .
s position of the plone: vas.the southeast nuadrent, L e

ki o The cirrier wave was mgain henrd during the night

and the ITASCA end the brondcast station in Honolulu eontinued

» . to brondénst to the plene instructions as to the replica to be
. given if the plonne was henrd, At 2158 an the night of the 5th

© tho 1isteners in the radie roo= of the COLORALO were startled ¥

tb henr om the planp frequency, the mords, “Earhart from =
.. ITAGCA did you send up & flaore? If you did zond up cnother.’

Please go ahoad," -

; At E140 the Colloring waa roceived, "Earhart Plone
from ITASCA, me mee socond flare, we mre coming for you, we
are starting toward you.™ At E14%, "We see your flare and
are procceding towards you¥, these reportz comtinued to be
broodcast by the ITAECA, and ugpnrbnt y to n listening w:rld,
tho.position 281 milesz north of Howland Ialand in which the
~ ITASCA, 8%AN and WOOREY were asorching wagz the correct posi-
tion, It wes therefore with great sadneas that the follow- |
ing was reccived shortly therenlfier, W"Report in error, objrete
‘sipvted are rpphrently motlora Howland reported same offect,.®
And the EWAN worified the oplinion by reporting sxighting meteors
atthe time the ITAECA was believed to be sighting a flare from
tho Earhart Plane, . s i iy :

Dn the 8th of July, 1937, the Commendant, Fourteemth .

Navel .District was dircoted to take charge of all Naval Forces
*  basgd Pearl Harbtor and these in the sesrch area, The Cooat .
' Quard Cutter,.tho ITASCA was. furthed directed to operete under
. Commendant, Fourteenth Waval Distriet, Tho Commandant, o
Pourteanth Naval Distriet, directed the Commanding Cfflcer
. U,8,5. COLORADO to take ch
o in the Search Area and coordinate the Earhert Gearch Unit,.
| until the arrival of Commander Destroyer Squidron Two, = -
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‘planos, ths land arens of the

i

oy Ehortly sfter tha flsres wure Xnown to hu'fnlsa
& report wom recalvod that further invoptigation of the ro-

port received on 2 July that on 2105 Kes a roman's volce hod |

modo four distross sigmal eolls follewsd by EHAGG, followed
by "EES garble, Off Howland, battery very wank, canlt laak
long, zerbls indicated sondba

haring boon eetunlly racelved. The only banizs charted are
S0uth and east of Howland Islrnd. A roport was recolved

' -from Up, Putnua stressing tho Phoonix Iudard Group end stae

ting that heodwinds aloft had boon much stronger thon cxpoots

.0d for tho [1ight, Agoin 4t wus steted that the Lockhoad

Aireraft Emglnoars ata*ed thnt the radio could not bparate
unless the plane was on lend, It was furthur susgastnd by
dr, futnam, that n plane from tho COLIRADD invesatigato ‘the
Phoenix I:iunﬂ draz, Tha posgibility that the position

£51 miles north of Howland was in error and might have baen :
south end goutheast wus alszo considored, A third raport

also stated thot a strong sicmnl had boen henrd and & aonts

volee oalling tho ITASCA. -fourth aizkal report stated
"Position P81 miles norih of Bovland, drifting northwest,* .
This report was definitoly known later to be & false roport,

FAN

B nk¥, hed boon madn and eonsider—
ablo oredulanco wes given to’the pe3sibility of the renort

5 The search in the northwest quadrant was being B

carriod on by ships, ‘The platics rodle was bolioved. to have
bean heard, if some of tho meny reparts wore prosuascd to be

. autnentle, hence on land, Conaiderations irrespeotive of

rodio had pointed to tho sgoutheast quadrant, and gt this .
timo still did, The southeast quadrent from Hawland, eox= -

‘gopt for onc unverifiod roport, still waa the most. elya

The Commonding Orfficer thereforo docided to hold to his

original deelsion, that of searching to tha southoast of L2t

Howlond, with one modificntion, that being to search by
ﬁhﬂﬂﬂix Group, prior to the
go water araas, Lnrge arcas.of intervening water, of

, eourse would ba covared st the sano timo.

© - Kecordingly at 0800, Tuesdsy, the ship's head’
was changed to 2052 $rup and speed increasod to eightesn -

~ point three knots (18,5). Arrangements wera mnde in mus-

“:E t:ul rﬂquuszhrrgﬁhfhf ;TAHEAI§UEt;irnndnnruuafrggh.thnt-
atip for 0500 o ol r se of fueling
the ITASCA and P rovisiening 2 fxonk thsuﬁggﬂnlﬁﬁ* The

Went,
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. . The Commander Coast Guard sant word that he had
. cormunicated with porzons familiar with the zathods of .
navigation of Mr, hoonnn; =nd that Mr, Moonan would take m fix:
fhor bofors dawn, correoct course fog dastination, and ;
dstermine line of position when ncar tha end of Hti-
- - mated.run, . This procedure would sllew a flight of about 3
o 300 miles without a zood fix, If short of pas, he probably .
would follow the 111.;3.u: poaltion to the neoarest land, The ;
- Mne of position 337 = 157 wos piven In onc of the last re=
./ ports recelved from the plano, It was nlao =tated in a ]
o eport that the plane was short of gas. . : -

/ - st cunnid.uring the question as to shat kHr, Xoonan &£4d -
A  @oy, 1t must be considorcd which way ho would stear on the A aEn
4 line, - To the northwest of Howleond was xide strotches of

ocenn, to the southenst ware spota of land, To & soaman
in low wisibility the thinz to do when in doubt of own posi-
- . tion would be to head for the open sean, . The land would be
Y the place ta get amy froa. To the Air Navizator with
poslilon in doubt and Clying n land plane it 18 apparent IR
that the thing to do vould be to stosr doim the line towards
_ the moat probabla land, 7o tho Alr iinvigator, land wonld
5 be & rescae, just as the saa would ba %o tho seaman, WFould
and did ¥r, Hoonan do this or hod he other reasons to do
- otherwiss? The anzwer was of coursc unknomn but logical
deduction pointed to the southoast gusdrants .

; fueled and provisionod -froem the COLO Upon completion
.,  the ITASCA was direstod by tha ﬂﬂmﬂndi}lg Orficor of the
. . TUeSeBs COLORAIO to procend to a point 0“-0' South La titude,
- Longltude 173"~ Wost, and from thore to_scarch a acctor, easte
| ward and south from a 1ina benring L57% from that point and
.. %0 sosroh to the aanetward a distanca of 120 miloa, This
poaltion and aroa was chasen asz a place for search due &0
thoroughly considering tho probable drift of the plane, had _
it landed on the morning of 2 July to thoe aouth of Eow it
Island, whilo on a line 15Y° 45 or from Howland Island, The '

-

£ ITASCA was further inatructed to roctily this area to be -
; sparched in accordanca with the current found in tho rezion .

i .~ dn order to contlnually take into conaideration tha drift of

- %he plane if on the maters = : " :

R | At 1435, the COLORADO approached ihe woslward .
E- 3 m:tndiﬂlm:nrthuﬁhmmixﬂm nugplmuinnulh- ;
| . pulted searching ahead for the charted position of the Resf
;nﬂ Band Bank north of Winslow Heef and southeast of Howland

At day bronk, TFodnesday, 7 July, the ITAGCA ilt' ;
) gﬁ ¥ &
]
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X Although the planes soarched ahoad from the ship
and arossod the Equator sovering an advanae of spproxiaately 100
Bilex thend of the ship and boyond tha beliaved location of the Roef
ond Sand Bank, and sevoral milns to the Sastword of the charted .
siticn, 1t wnx not located, At 1845, the planas wore recovered
o & position mouth of the Equator in f.onu.ttuh. 1749 250 Yest,
~ Whan the planes wore re&urnuﬂ'tu the ship, the course of the = .
ship was chinged to P80 until elear of any poasible danger of 23,
th:dﬁan and Sand Bank, and ¥inslow Reef, and then to the pouth=

o0 the 8th of July, tho 3WAHF renchnd the ponsition

Latitude O Q0% Longitude 1759 én ‘the alfternoon, and was thon A
. directed to proccad to a point £% Bouth, 172° Wost, continuing e
to covoer a sonrch across the northoast acetion of {11 Sl
araa of the Phoenixz Islanda, ~ i :

o . AL 0657, the COLONAIY launched planos from 175%20¢ - . |
.. West, 1% Bouth, and condueinod an East-Wast zoarch aver tha charted = |
. reglon of Winslow Reol ond Roof nnd Band Bank, A thoerough search
of thia reglem foiled to locate sithor of the tvo roefs, and ths .

. Wator covercd showed no signs of tha Errbart-Plano. e

) . When tha plunss returned they waere izmodintel¥y refucled
And were fent out again cavering together a front of seventy milem, = 4
thirty-five nilea on esch alide of the gourso, While the RADD 3
gontinued ahood, the nlnnas sesrched to the loft thirty-rive miles
then to the ﬂn_';!'it croasing the shipls course a'distence of thirty-

.~ five miles boyond tho shinls tracx, and then complating the reo-

- tangle. This mathod of 2¢arech continued until 1538 wheh the

- planos returned with e report that slthough the visibility was ox-
gaptionally good nothing was sightod, The next flight froa 1620
to 170 extemded the advence of thn snv-_rmt{ aile front to a total
of fifty milea, mnking an area of 3,500 mlliop covered by the last
tro flights, e rirat £f1ight ta the anstward covercd at least
1,500 square miles, FKrom ths point of regovery of the planes at
1750 the COLORADO procecded to Latituds £9-371 South, Longltude
175° Went whera m course of 130° was pat for the nights =

o' s _During tho previcus twenty-four hours two raports of the -
Ila.ﬂn had bosn resaived, A report was recolved from Nelbourse, ;

ustralis "Plank Batween Bowland and Dagéa Oroup, ten hours Wost,"

.. Hlo further information was given nor was tha report vorified, The

. othar roport wos raceived at 1800 stating that & reputable oitizen |
of Hile at 1515 had heapd Amolin Enrhart csll the ITASCA mnd the

ITAECA answor, The ITASCA waz immedistely asked for verification -

. and stated that thoy had no word, What d41d 1t mesn; was a Joke '
~ intanded, a freud prepetrated or a mistake made? O

-
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ngitude 174
: Eﬂ“tha ﬂirgrtinn ol HcEcoan Inlnud- Upon locating McXean and

. Reef and ﬁnnd nk and for ¥Winslow Reaf it was to be expeotod
"' that the other Islanda did not or mipht not exist, Thay ware
- hoxeyer, all located by tho planes nnd nlthough they wore not

safe erash landing elthor on the beach or

that a. land. plane could make a forced lsnding thore, and the og=
. cupanis walk ashora, Coral resfs oxtended out from the zhore

- the, in which Carondelot Reef was liin, tha
~ from tr nhlrtii pﬁlitl#n; :

a
i
|
—
. .
3 #
. ;, Y
o

Tho mystery was nulrna :hurtlr hr thao Teport that the 11ut¢nur
hed sceidentally turned in on the "darch of Tioe® hrﬂlddtlt and

bolioved the repruduttinn and acting to be real.

At 0700 8, the morning of 2 Iuig in La tituﬂu E“ﬁd?
—4ft ¥ost, the COLORAIV launched her plangs

-
e et e i o | et e i

luurrhiqg the vieinity, %ha planss continucd to Uardner and then
to Caron ulat Raef hnfnrg returning to the ship in Latitude 49 =
50t Gouth ftude ‘174%=241 Tinat, Artur the valn soareh for

in the exact charted posltlon thoy were ssen froo a gonsidorable
diatanoe and thﬂ planns had no éiftficulty in locating thea,

- MeEKean Ialand showed unalutnknhlu slgns of having at .
ﬂﬂ tima been inhabited,. On the northwest side of tha Isls
thare appenrad buildings of the adobs %ypes Ho one was seen on
olither Oarduoer Islend. r McEean Illnnﬂ. : -

lHcEean Inlnnd wza puch that a fl.gﬁuﬁﬂuli hﬁr: :ﬁ:. a
oanter o

Island, Mo dwellings nppenrad on Oardacr or any othor signs of 4
inhabhitation, A long ahallow lagoon oxtonds the intlrt length 2
of tha Islnnﬂ and through most of the width,.

A nesplané could land in the logoon and it 1: baliaved :I

5 . -
e L et LR e L i)

for nbout 150 yards, At Cardnor Island a feur thousand tom trazp .
stonmer has piiud up hend on ond rezoina thore with her back hrq:--g
en,. Orovynz of Cogomnnut palms grow on tha wostorn end and the = . o

¢ntire island 1a covored with trﬂpinnl rngutntiun. Myriads of
‘birds cover both islands,

.7+, . carondelet Roel was undor water hut plninlr uuulﬁ ht
tiun frnu ‘the plnnul at a distance of 1n nila:.

This wns of interost in regard# to the pnsnibilltr

.nf Iinnlﬁv’ﬂtqr exiating and the Hoef and Eand Pank to the Forth- 3,

woiit -ward of Winslow Reof, I the two l!iltlﬂ%-i: is nppnrunt;:iuih
oy irt nany es
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: Fasty at 0700 the 10th of July. : b .
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: - Upon recovery of tho planes h't% the mo e .
. flight the !hig con on course 000Y and at 1400 launched
lanes in Latitule 49 2I' South, Longitude 173° 45 Test.

') pu:gnu of the flight in the aftornoon was to zearch the
water ahead-of tha chip to locate Eull Island and to search ;
the izland and the water in the vicinity for any signs of tha
Zathart Plonse, . ok i

- Az .the planes nfpronehuﬂ Hull Island natives wers _
. s3een ruuming out of their hute snd.waving olothes st the plane,
Lisutenant brecht, the senior avistor and in charge of the
.flight, landed for tﬂt purposs of nsicing if the inhabitants
had seen or heard of the Farhart Flans, A Furopesn Resildent
Manager of the natives cane out in & canoe to meet the plane,
He and hia natives were aztonished and excited in meeing the
three planes. The Realdent Hnmiar asked where the nes . ST
- were {rom and wheon informed Honolulu, nearly upset AN v o 5
-dn his excitement. It was nacessary to uxilﬂn to hdm that o1
the planca had not cooo direct but had arrived by the battle= it i
ship COLORADO which was relatlively cloze by. 7The Resident Mame . =~
ssor said that there was a rodio on the island; hovever, he . . = o
Imew nothing of the Farhart flight and ocrected doubt of his = e
" having ever heard of Misg Barhart herself, Nelther he nor . i
" his nativas had scen or heard a planes The planes roturned il
~ to the ahip in Latitule 4% Z3' South, Longitude 1730 OGY Weaks = = °

" . During the hifﬂit'th'g.':hip steamo) north and then
eazt arriving at Zatitule 3I° E1Y South, Longitude 1 15%

- The SYAH had bnan directed wpon arrivel at Latitude . ° . |
‘2% Bouth, Longltude 170° Wast to progeed to rendegvous with et
the COLORADO' in Latitude 2% 10V Bouth, Lomgitute 1729 Fest -~ - |
at- 1100 and to zosrch in the vicinity of Canton Islend ene
 -routw, The planas wore lavnched at 0700 and proceeded %o
- Bydnecy, Phoeniy, Endorb ard Birnle Izlonds In tha order -
* paned,’end at 1015 in Latitute 29 P21, South, Longitude 1720 o8
. Wesat wore recoverod by the ship, ﬁrlnny wag the only island arcy
- which showed any ailgns of roeoent habitation and in sppenrance alulehrt
vaa much the sime as Gardpor Islond, - It hed the u.m.mi shallow ;
logoon which in this case was large enough for a seaplane to %0
 make & safe landing, Fhoeniy and Pirnle Islands hod tho .H ' i
mramu of a J.nﬂ}un, but the lattor island belng very . SET
erbury had a lzgoon but it was very shallew, . = . SRR .}_-

..+ Yhen the planoa wore recovered, the EWAY was takem
dﬂﬁﬁ“ and rofusled and provisionsd. Upon tion of j
fue the EVWAN wes directod to search in a nor 5t divectiomn
s the open water north of the Phoenlx Group emroute Latie .
tude 8% outh, Longitule 1780 Weste ., . . . . .
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Longlitule 11"53 = 45 Wast launched planes for a senrch to and of .
" Canton Island, This islend wne loonted and garefully searched . & -

from the sesrch growp and dircoted to return to the West Coang

" distinpulshed guests embarked for a month erulse, vhich sxtends .

inta the Reelm of Foptumus Rex wes fittin and properly cone T
dusted bty Neptunus Rex and his court assisted by the backs = - -
for the wiit of the Pollywogs, - ST, FORRE P
: . If 1% i3 conaidered that tho search sreaa beman with - &
the porition vhers the COLORADO fucled the ITASCA, QC00, 7 July,
and ended with the position vhore the COLORAID funled the de- . - =
stroyors of the LEXINOION Oroup 1E:J it will be foind thad et v gl
© the COLORADO steoamod 1240 milesn, and t her pleness flew El,8 - °
hours each, 18080 miles ench and that the COLORADO with hey .. . -, 1

e T
r,p-_n‘._iy L

i,

COLORAIO st 1445 in Latitude 03% -£2¢ South,

by the ?J.mu. It was the largest of any of the izlnnds search-.
ed, Itls lagoon was dgeper than thosa of tho other islands buk
wns orossed with corel reefs in zuch a pummer thet 1t would be
dangerous to land oxcopt at two plnoes, ono st esch end of the
4slord, At the westorn end thore rezaini the shacks and scaffolde
ing erocted hz the recont colipse "E"ﬂtai”"' Then the planes =~ = |-
wore recovered, the course wag get at 350° to take the COLORADD fo ik |
to & rendezvous at 0700, 12 J vith the destroyers approach= . °:
ing the zearch area with the L fazon droup. - g

fueling the destroyers the COLORADO was detached

in order to debark the Haval Roserve Officers Training 'l'.‘-nril
Students and Noval Rozorve Offlecers. These atudents with the

od ‘into a six wocks crulse, covering many more miles than wag -
oxpected at tho tine of embarkation, snd crossing the equator . -y
tvico, Tha fact of croasing the squator was not neglected by - S
Faptimus Rex and his gowrt, although they pop od thelr vindk ™  — . - |
in order not to interfer with the operations in ccmmeotlom - o
with the scarch, Vhils thoy arrived aboard long after the :
COLORATO had erossed the Fquator, the reception and initintiom

lanes covered within the rndius of visibility an area of ;]

5,400 square miles, Adding to this additicnal mileage to and .
from Peerl Earbor to the Beorch Area the COLORADO steamed B,000 -
miles snd 320 hours, more than expected vhen the Naval Reserve
@fficers Training Corps Crulse oocmenced, : Ry e
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' As this 13 written the LEXINATON Group is spproaching
the Zearch Aren and will be able to conduck an extensive search
" gver a large woter area, The COLORADO has, howover, coversd the
. ares ¥ithin & rasius of 450 miles of Howland Isiand, and
definitely ascertsinod that the Earhart plane is not on land
ulh.!.lr the region wless on an wnknown, wncharted snd unsighted
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i e i Loxington Group, ' ;
ek Pl o - 17.8.8, Loxington, Flagship.
Enrouto Howniion Area, :
S0 20 July 1937,

- p— ol -
T A R S 11
b
Y Y
i ]

From: . Qommnndor Loxington Group. A 4
Pg :° . The Commandont, Fourtoenth MNoval Distriot.
Subjest: . Roport of Enrhart Soarch, forwarding.
rnolosuros: (&) Annex "A", Eatimato and Doslelon,
J Comdooron TwHo. AL p R e ;

- {B) innox "B®,Narrative of Scaroh, Loxington GIroup.
(¢) Annox "Q"; Jdorslogical Data, ol | :

p) inmex "D%, Lexington Roport of Earhart Sooaroh

. Oporations. ' oS : :

(E) Appendix MAM, Chart Photostnt = Eorhart Flight -
. . Infomatiosn.: : 2 :
' i % (F) ippondiz "B¥, Chart Photostalt = Trrot Chnrt
e |aE : ! """ Earhart Search, U.S.8. Loxington and attnohod
. - : -alroraft. ; :
{¢) ippondix "C™, Chart Photostnt = Tho EBarhart
- Soarsh )Showing tracks of ofl vossoln : -
. partioipating). = S : AR
(H) ﬂﬁgu;gix »p® = Photostata = Search Plan §l, = . ° |

(i} .- " 1 i

(I} Appendix "E" = Earhert Sonrch Flotting Shoot. [V if

1. ' annexos nnd appondiceos oroe subnitted herowith as
* farning as pooplote a roport as poosible on oporations of tho -
. Loxington group,-consisting of Lexington with siroraft Squadrons . i.
' Y5-2, VS=3, V3-4, V5-¢L, VT-2 cnd VBE-4 ombarked, of Comander Mk
Doatroyor Division Threo in Drayton,-ond Lomacn’ond Cushing,
during tho porisd 4 o 18 July, 1937, lnolusiwve, anc of ‘scaroh
oporations of tho U,S5.5. Swan and U.3.C.C. Itasca whilo
sorving undor Commnnder Lexington Group during tho poriod -
11=18 July 1987, ek

'2,, Jdn offort has ﬁnun made %o canfino tho aﬁhstuﬁnn of
this report to mattors of faot rathor then opinion, - -

. 3. ! ﬁak chart trceings aro huinﬁ.rarﬁqrﬂuﬁ undor
© goparato 6OVOr. - o e O b el )
" 4. Tho porformancs of duty by nll units ooncernad’ was
© oxeollonts - : ] s GREnA ks

~ Tho expoditisus and:offioiant sorvicos rondorod by tho gy
Fourteonth Naval Distriot, the Floet Alr Baso, Oommandoer Minocoraft, -
., ond Osmeandor Submarino Squadron’3ix in proparation for tho - Ly
- panroh’ sporations, oro groatly opprooiatgd.. . -

R
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X, pussion:

; To make the most effeotive search possible in
order to looate Earhart plans, ﬂr rubber boat, and
parsonnol . o kg

NOTE: Al tities used hersin are Greenwich Civil

\, KOO FiCTS: : P AT A

- 1. That gtandard Lockheed Eleotra-low wing land mannplnnu ;
No, Xa16020, ook off from Lae, New Guinea, latitudo 1is9
85t E, longitudo 60 45' S at 0000 oT-2 July, 1987, bound

for Howland Island, latitude 0% 50' H, Langiiuuu 174% 41 i'.

. W. Pilot: hLmella Earhart Putnom; nafisntnr. Frau Hnanun, RS
axpooting to arrive 1n ie - haura.

2, That th. plnna*a d¢oler was dural nifh nrnnga trim.

2. That a twe man rubbor 11fo boat, 1ifo bolts, flarcs and
omoTEonsy wntur ond rations woro gorriods

'{ﬂ'nuhbnr boat hud a pair of oars and could be knpt ntluut
- by patching matorial and hond pumpe

5. Thnt tho plano wos oquippoed with:-rodio eapable of trana=
" mission and rosccption on 500 HEE, 3105 ECS, ond Eﬂlﬂ KCS;
annlgn-nd. onll lotters "HHAQQ.™ AL

6. That tho take=-off from Lao was numﬂm nm;lting a time tiek
and. rupniring broken fuel lino :

: ?..Thnt tho plano was nqnifpud with on orango hu: kitn tu ba

flown na distrosa sigool, and by moons of which nn nmnrgnnnr
* . antennc might ba unrrdud to o modorato: huight- -

B, Eyft the dlutnn#u rrﬁmﬁLnn to Hunlund is 2227 nnutinnl
il 08

9, That thu plnnu ®on rillud niﬁh 1150 gnllun; nt guuuiinu 1=iur
to &up1rturu. B e :

lu.Thnt tho plnnn*a aconomionl air npnud vas 130 knﬁtu. :

. 11.That it'a range in etill air at this upquﬂ with optimum
corburotor adjustment was 3120 noutiool miiuu. oY An 1
onduranco of 24 houra ab 45.8 gallons por hour.. £ G

la.Thnt tho E}nnn'n ronge in still air at 53 gnllun: yur huur
1 rur zn.u ours was B?lﬂ aoutioal nilnu. § _

S

R e i e e e e—————— L L e
o

Rl A i e o e e T A SIS |,
R e e @ S
Tl e nad (6 R ESTIUATE AND DECISIONS : - R P
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i |.,_'.I-

15,

© 18,

. That tho distanoo covered at averngo ground spocd
105 knots in 20.5 hours would bo 2152 noutiocl miloa,
Thntﬂthﬁ'ﬂiﬁtunﬁu ﬁn?n:nﬂ nt avorcgo srﬂunﬂ spocd 120

iThnt'thﬁ-pldna'ﬂ position at 0720 ﬁuT'nnﬁ clvon ns

. ESE 12-15; 165° to 175°: ENE 18; 175° B to Homland; -

Lt Y Bt e s

e n i e

knota in 20.5 hours would bo 2460 neutienl milos.

49 m3v 5 159° 06' onst, putting i1t on it'a courso al
111 knots ground spood, This was tho only acmpleto
position roport received. - i . :

That tho following weathor forocast mas fugn;vnﬁ hi the -
navigntor prisr doparturo Loo: "Lae to 165 F: winda -

" ENE 15 end squalls to ba detoured.” :

- 17,

Thﬁt the following messages wWore received from the plﬁnht? :

0720, to Las: Position repert lat. 04-33.5 §; lons.
15997077V W, ;

" 1030 Neuru Island heard "A ship in sight ahend.®

1418 Itasca began recolving inccmpleto nsssapes on
agread schedules, No answors to quostions put %o
EaThart. MNo positions given.. N3 sucooss in attomptod.

. - redio bearings by Itasca, and nd apparent sucoossE

! Earhart. X it
. 1745 =200 milos ouki"™

1814 "100 milos out, uuﬁing up'[fuat]." ol e L
1912 "one-half hour fuel and ne lendfall (position

" doubbtiul)¢® Ficer

184

25.

.20:

a1,

I s g il i By
wil g 1 iy g

L

e L

1988 “gireling trying to pick up Island." : :
2013 *Line of positisn 157-337" (no reforonoe point givon).
£025 "157-337 heading north and south? : Y i

‘That tho untgsin was stationed in 1nt1tyﬂq 32 8,

lsngituds 165° E, ,

That tho SS Myrtlebank wos in approximate latitudo

19740 3, longitude 1867 45' E. o
-That thg Ttasca wos atotisnod iomediztoly %o north=

onstward of Homland,

Thot the strongth nf_rndiu_nigﬁnln'in Itoson yni

grontost ot 1948, © .

GCT sunrige, Howland, on 2 July was 1745,

'Thnt the plane would float with empty goa tonks, if f_:
W2y undomagod. AT e e T VAT S SRR
i BB : fod

. "% Yooatod that it aould nat hnvn.hqnp usod with plqnn .

That tho plano's normal radio powor 1y wos 80
:'flll tho ﬂ'ﬂtﬂr- T 75
. - 3 3 o=t -E,-_-,' .

That moming of 2 July Itzsca wcs laying o hoavy smoke
' gporoon which hung for houra. . T oG : A

o
. Hud =
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H = .
1 | ]
gt '
5 2 f . -
LY, L ey T N e e e e S
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11_' .IJ ._i; i : '?‘ _1:j ; f;' ; T, f} g : .:} IR

B e

‘26, Morning of £ July visibility ta south of Howland : “:' 1
© . wes oxeallont, Heavy clouda were abaut 20 miles . ° 0
nnrﬁhnuat. Eurfnuu ﬂindu ENE &, uhirting to ESE 16,

B _z‘,ﬁ' OBABILITIES ARISTHO FROM RUMOR OR REASONARLE ASSUMPTT E_

.~ 1,. That the plano was equipped with an emergency radic set
: that could be cperatod from battery powor supplys

2., Ttat lifo a&vinﬂ nquipnnn#.wau stowod in tho tail, :H--: : .'f
“°5.. Trat the oclor'of tho lifoboat was yolow, a RS

- e ol
— A el ~ o e

e L T W
PULTEE A T | T A S T

o -

]

."~.§i Ehnt tho pluna had nna aida dﬂﬂr and nn nauepn hntuh 1n i
B np. G _ A LR
.5, That Eﬂanlinu ﬂtnnnﬁn wag in tonks in tho pnunnnLnr : ll e i
coopartmont, and that gasclino was pumped by hand %o SRR i

tve Eﬂ gallon’ gravity tanks in the wings. o PR A

[ i
. @, Thot tho following autnm.nri:md *ﬁunthur I‘nrﬂnnnt, rnnui‘rud ey i
©, . at Lae, o8 tho plano was toking off, and lator . . brel:
rensoittod to the plong throoe timea, was recolived: £
soocurnte forosnet difficult oscount laock of roportam:: - :
ccnditicns avorogo = no mjor storms: dangorous local
rain squalls 300 milos onat of Luo nnd gonttored heovy
. bhowera romninder of routo; winds ESE EE tu ontario thon
.-B %o ENE E0 to Howlond.” : Fias

"0\ %. That the folloming ﬂmthur nnnﬂitinm uurn unuuuntnmd Lt
4 ¢ in flight: : At T

{ﬂ] gntario EHE rﬂruu 3 Iﬂ?ﬂﬂ EﬁTﬂ SE forao 3.
{lﬂﬂﬂ GOT) o

{hl Howland: Island’ {Esm G{:T 1at {pru-ntnrt'l e

. "+ g 'BEl4 3000 ENE 24 ° 6000 ENE 30
T R 1uuu. "ENE 18 4000 ENE 28 - 7000 mnan
s ;' BO0O EBNE 19  50CO ENE 30. 8000 ENE 31

8, - That the altitudo ot whioh tho plano flow would havo:
i ! ﬂ ondod upon voathoo ﬂﬁﬁﬂltlﬂﬂﬂ and:the dosire to-
et é‘ugtn drift or piok up & landfall, and camnot bo
f " ; ™ - -

YOk gl THat tho. nn-r:'.gntﬂr vas um-tnnt and muﬁmnd-

10, _ That at about 1030 tho plano pnuand the Ontario givlng o
grownd speed of 106 or thu uwtluhunl: Ei#:l.u.g a grnund
'upnuﬂ of 118 knntl. .

% ':I.L That at 1928 thu plono pnuud ulununt—-tu the Itnnnn andls i
: : wlthin lﬂﬂ milna. urtur a rum ur Eﬂﬁﬂ tu 2350 ﬂilﬂl. ALy :
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o PR RPENTR VT T B e A T i o e b - b S | el Lty
|-|‘-'-‘ " - - L] 5 ol L o T FrAR " i - - = -.‘-1 )
" X ’ ! ] . _ ' = P e .

. '_'. e, ) 9 g fde LAy : 1 g ‘ . 1 "

12. - That ot 53 Enllnna por haur tho plann mndu 140 knota R %5
- . ih atill air. i

o 23 That tho plnnn landod on an unchartod runr or 1u1nnd, : .
: - or un thq water, witkin 300 miloa of Hunlnnﬂ. . s

A . 14 . That tho plane would flont with onginas noarly .
'+ - gubmorged, uwith wings nearly submorged, with fusolsgo ..
©oparkly su rgnd, and with toil uurrﬁnna out of tho
wator, et

. .
U-tq:.:,-, Ay e e e e R et

1. 15, That tho Itascan, rlrat rupnrtnd to Hunlnuﬂ by aumnphnrn -
; that plane was HW of 1alnnd and hnd nviﬂnntly niaanﬂ it
(ros gnatuu}._.

1&.- Thnt nt 2030 tho plnnn lﬁuﬂuﬂ northrost of Hnnlund.

Ltk m TEONS DETER!INED FROM SATLING DIRDOTIONS OR DY EXPERTEWE: |
S 1. . That tho provailing winds aro cagtorly, 10 knots. g

I-'. =

f ' tﬂ{ __That tho average eurzent in tho aren to north and’ wost
i ..+ of Howland Ialnnﬂ ia northroat, % knot {ﬂIpnriunﬂuﬂ by
: Luxingt:m] * .

. 8. That tho- uurrant in tho 11u1n1ty of Baker Inlnnd iu :} it
", moatorly, obout: zu milos por dny. T :

£ & A Thnt tho curront in thn unuthnrn Gilbnrtu is south- °
i T "+ wastorly about 13 knots.

8. That tho ourrent in tho middlo. Gilborts is nnuturl?.
- “nbout 2 knota. ; :

8: That tha- uurrunt in thn nnrthnrn Gilhurtl ia nurt el AT
: wostorly, about ‘1% knota, : ST

%, That about latitudo 4° north is:the boundiry botwoon
:  tho scuthern cquatorial eurront, flowing nuatnrlr
. and tho oountor=oquatorinl currcnt, vwhich bogins
rurmJnnur tho Gilburtn. rlowing unatnrly.

By -Thnt nlnn; this bnunﬂnry thoro ara npt to bo niruulnr
. aurreonts and areas in whiﬂh fiunting uhjunta ﬂnuld
accumilato. .

: in. " ‘That with tho pJ.nnu ‘nearly submorgoed and t.n:ling utth
. . tho wind, tho wind roailatance would be small and the
\ it A5 Egduruntﬁr drog ;runt, 8o thnt thu aurront offoot would
i r; : Er‘m YL

10, That thn uurruntu givun hr thq ‘sailing dlrautiunl Wors
. ‘gompiled-from data cbtained 1urg aly by sailing
. . . mariners, and the wind effect, uded in owrront
, untimntna by all marinors, iﬁuld hﬂnnn bu rullr : \
: nuuuuntuﬁ tnr L thiu ﬁntnf K r i

'_u.‘-l

-{1
. '!q-.-.'_"_' Sy T i1 FaFniT s A H.---r\—'l _JmMﬂMﬁﬂlmmmmwMﬂnﬂml =




. 11.: That a rubbor boat would bo moat greatly affestod in
: . its &rift by tho surfaoo wind, rogardloss of wator
SUTTON G - ;

18. Thet with o rubbor boat, tho chonoos of rowing aoross
wind suffioiently to make land would bo oxosllont for
' o boat starting 100 milos or more to tho oonatmard
. of Egghiilhuwtm, provided navigational aquipoont wa..
(4 1.1 0. . :

'D. FOSZIBILITIES ARISING FROM RUMOR AND REPORTS:

l.. 0n 3 July plono gave d1stross ccll znd &ove position
1.6 ond 179, north or aouth ond east or west unroported,
Co~gt Guard Son Francisoco Hoodquartors give urndihilit? '

to this repert. : =

‘2. That tha plane was dom on weber north of Howland os
' . indtoated by radio test arranged through atation FGuMB.

. - 0n E'July plane reported dowm 220 miles MNW Howlend and . ——
' snid scmsthing about "Futnam ==--- fly Fite.® i

. 44 5 Achilles on 3 July heard dashes made by transmitter
other that Itasea's in ropponso to roquest by Itasoa
for deshos. - : :

5;j-ﬁaﬁi¢'bhnrinsa,'i July: : ; oL .T';. e

.. HMokapu 2132 10° (vory doubtful) T S
. & Takoe 1449 10° (doubtfwl, passes through Tutuile, ‘. .
e L : P e Samoa . : .

Howland 347° truo (approximate}. -

8. -Rocksprings, Wyoming, roportod plone on a reof, south-
- past of Howland Island. Senine yest

7, . Extronoly doubtful roport “28l north Howland drifting
northwost® whcthor miles or degroea, and whothor Flane
?;tgu{u?ntiuu to Howlond or vico versa net kmown -

¥ia' - L ; .

.8. Roport frnm,uaihaufnn'afgnhﬁr;ﬁirkhrﬁ'"Plnnu betwoon
. . Howland Samca group ton houra west" (8 July),, . .
9. Froitas of Yroka roported lrs. Putnam's voico saying

] . ol WPlane on:roof £00 milos directly south of Howland,
' both okay, ono wing brokon® (8 July lute)s . - =
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1

ke i

. 2 = : . e ._ o s e T LE '“"#—"‘Mll.
.10, Mrs. Hn:.'E;l atatod Hoonan would tunfePack if in dqubt., . . . &
711,  Additional roported pooitions: 176° end 10,6; 213 miles U
‘... WHW:; 173 W - 5 8 Islomd Joous in vioinity, also iclond el
namoloss on gourso furthor north 171 W 3 8 (9 July). e

i

-
-

i

it 7 12..'Gunﬁunﬂrnlmpr.rutnnm,ruquﬂatuﬁ on 15 July scnrch hr-__.
A . .. . 170° E, 09 @' north, ovidontly reascned for 2 knots
: - drift from Howland 5un woEt. i, .

“IIT HD PLANE'S MISSION: To land safoly on Howlnnd Island: . -
- ;boforo oxhousticn o el supply. - Sl :

‘¥ . COURSES OF ACTION OPEN TO EARHART PLANE:
A. ALTITUDE: : : : -

1. To fly closo to tho wator in ordor to take advantnge
of roduced hoodwinds and o obtain frequent drift
observations and correct courao acoordingly.

2. To £ly at o moderats altitudo, dossonding Qs NocoRsary P
~ to sight atation shipe and lendfalls, - A

. i 5;'-Ta'f1y at ﬁiﬁh altitudos, ‘ecorrooting courso by frequont
bt o', oclestial obsorvations, %o inoroaso fuel oconomy. i)

, | . Number 3 in the most likely mothod.
B, COURSE: £

i —
v

l, To uﬁrruuﬁ eourse nccording to drift obsorvationa at
low nitituda. AR I i . .

"2, To hood to southward of courso as far as longitudo
~:  18%% E, thon to hond for objoctivo in acoordanoo with
i il woathor foroonst rooelived,

‘m. Ts doliboratoly ovor-corroat to southward with tho
intention of running up & morning laagitude line of
‘pesition through the objootive. o .

4, 'To dolibvoratoly over-corraot to northward with tho :

. intention of Tumning down & morning longitude line of
poaition through the objeotive.,

© In view of the diffieulty in elghting Horland toward the -
apstward in early. morning,. of which Noonan must have basn .
well avara, it seems mcat probeble that he took eithor tho
courso. of sotion specificd in 3 or in 4 abeve. Of those tho
. formor had tho advantage of bringing tho plane ecloso to tho .
" Phoenix group in caso of sarly shortage of gas, but tho B
' dlssdvantoge of winding up ovor tho cpen soa if Howland was:
.missed,  Tho latter had tho adwntege of bringing tho plono
" ‘ovaor tho Phoenix group if Howland wna missed, but the 2
disadvantogo of boing over the c¢pon soa in onso of prematuro
. gas.shortogo. . - R f T T ; :
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' Tho rnlluﬁing'indinntlunn point to nduptinn'nr the formor
souragt gl :

- 1s Tho plono was ovidently in position to obtain
. - obscrvations during tho oarly morninc.

- B, Vieibility to tho scuthunard wns oxoollent cnd the
Itnaon's snoke plume could hewe toon . soon 40 nilos
orf merd, vhoroas hoovy olouds loy to the northward.

—_—a

. 8. Tha Itasoa's firat estimate of position was northwest. i

. 1. To run at spesd higher than the coonomical apeed, 130
.+ knots, 1in order to arrive expoditiously and roduco
"~ tho chancas of bad judgemont indusod by ratiguo,

2, To run at the ooonomical spood, 130 kndin.'ta'pruridn
8 maximum factor of safoty. . SEE by

. 3+ To run bolow tho cconomioal spood in Jrdor not to
approach tho objootive until well aftor sunrisa,
- s . % | "

of thna& tho: gooond is oonsidorod far tho
nost pruﬂahlu. : e -

Tho plane ovidontly turnod botwoon 1900 and 1930 A
and at 110 knota thoso timos would givo runa of freh
2080 and 2145 nauticel milos along tho coursa = Pl
somowhat sghort of objeotivo, Ji .

¥. MOST PROPAELE ACTION OF PLANE
. It 1s most probable that:. _ ;
551 Tho ﬁluné oruisod at coonomical gpood at a modorate L

nltitude loying course batwoon Howlond and tho
Fhoonix Islande. A ; " -

" 2+ That navigational fixos wors reasonablo frequont but
: 5k somowhat in orror. rbe TR : g
+- " B, That radio boarings ware inacourato or impossiblo duo
o+, .+ = %o ntmosphorica and to tho rocognizod inlioront ; :
sy ilnitations of bigh froquency direotion findora.
." 4 That ‘tho plano's gas supply was slichtly diminished -
. .. oithor by a loak or by non-coonosmieal ndjustment of .
= - the earburotor. : Y 2 i :

; fi?" ihﬂf:hﬂﬂﬂiiﬂﬂi ﬁirnhgif'ﬁhnq ﬁ::ﬂﬁtqﬂ WOrD ﬁ:phfiuunhd,-f .
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. 8. ‘Thaot at chout 1900, whilo somowhat short of ite
objootive, thoe plono turnod cnd hoaded northward on o
{tion run forward frem celential pbearvation
about 1700, passing nearest Howland Islond at 1988 '
after a 65 mile run, and, ot about-this time, begon to .

.. ‘oirole looking for the island.

m. ITmat at obout 2000 the pllot announced the direotio:: Vi
- but not the referonce point for a line of position she. . . af
. wag running on, evidently believing it to run through = - i
tho island, nnﬁ.hugnn running north and south aorosa 3
this 1ine near the point at which her novigater |
bolisnved the.island to be. i T

_*.ZE}'.Tﬁﬁt nt about 2030 the plcne landed on the soa to tho 8
nirthwest of Howland Ielnnd, within 120 milos of tho

' - [Islpnd, _
7% - OTHER COURSES OF ACTION OF PLANE: . iy
;It-ia_pquhihlé nlso that: ':' | j

: 1. The plana flew buﬁnqﬁ tho- Island, _ I
IE.’ Thﬂ plano hooded south poat the Island, I: ' a8 . _J|

3. 'Ifha plﬁnﬁ londed on & ru.ﬂ!" or ialond n!.thn:;' ahartod I. st 1!

ox: unohartod. U r— : i __Ei

' ZOTAL REASONABLE AREA IN WHICH PLANE MICHT BE e ¥

DATE - © PROBAHE ..., UOST FROBARLE o

Sot‘by Navy Dopartmont. The Loxington is tno aontrolling
-+ fonotor, os 1t wads direotod sho should roturn to Son Diego ° -
e trom soaroh aron without rofuoling., This nooossarily RE
1imits her speed and that of the entire Earhart Searoh
.Group, as the plane guards Drayton, Lamaon and Qushing
and the Swan end Itasca will have to fuel from her if

they do not prastice striot fuel econmomys. . .

3, Area per doy pusnihlu'nﬂnalnttuti;'uudnr.ruuif.'"

DATE
TE oy — 360,000 3q. Mi. . ot
0] PRl v s R 20 O0C RN YT 1e3,200 ~ ¥ ; o
18 July - 864,000 ™ - ® 211,200 * ™ " _ o
- YTY Oy LIMITATIONS: Wk e S _ j i
. 1, Numbor limitations: ' 5 Fha T
" Availablo: Carrior Group, Swan and Itasoa, (Colorado . - 'f;f
: .ordored dotochod immediatoly upon our 0 e
: . arrival. . 7 : t
" . 2. 'Fuol limitations: ' i | . e ﬁ
IJ--
.n_.r

A, i o .I --B"‘
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'[u} Qarrier l'.irnup EB B00 aqmrn milnu.- : R
{h] Itasoa inﬂﬂuming 10 nile front) 1320 aqunru nilan+ P :
Iu} Einn [nuuuning 10 milo front) 1000 squnru nﬂluﬂ. '

da ¥ (] .

_4; Total nunhnr of days pasalhln*

| l[n} Eﬁrriur ﬂrﬁup 13th to 19th - a0veR Iaﬂl 500 aq.nil.-

(b) Itason 1lth to 17th - soven (9,240 mgmd]. i
R {c) Swen 11th to 20th - ton (10, 000 8q.mi).

S 'Tntnl nuuhnr of aqunrn miles undor 1mpasud linitntiunj -

. 8. TWosthor licitetions:. Fruquunt gqualls which Toduon.
: ~ visibility and at tinos mako. uarrlur nirurnft
S ' upnrntiana nvur-hnsnrdnua;

m ﬁssmwggm : : _ W S H

1; That the pleno landed. on wator or on an uncharted roof
- within 120 miloa of tho moet probablo lnnﬂing pnint-. i
B3 oilos ncrthwoat nf Hawland Inlnﬁﬂ. - ; e

2. 'That, if on tho wator, the plana ﬂriftuﬂ butnnun tho
- limita northwost 3/4 ﬁnat nnd duo woeat 1f knota,

X gu RSES OF ACTION OPEN ;

L. ‘o nyntunrtiurllr soaroh thn unat zruhnﬁiu aron 1n T
woatorly dircotion ss as t3 ocvortake n drifting planc,
. ond so'fit our potontinl search-area ns to bost cowver
: : this nrom, oonsidoring its aouthorn sootor na having
e H ) . boan ndn% toly coverod by ﬂalnmudn and hnr nirﬂrurt
: : . and by I agca and Swon, . - _

B, 'To oovor tho nost probablo aron 1nulunin¢ its ssuthern N
- . segtor, oonasidoring oarlior soaroh to tho southword bR
' inoffootivo, and thus nocosaarily unurifiuu sono of thu
~ nerthorly nrvﬁuutnrlr aron.

' 3. T3 scaroh o tho bost of our abilit thu m.anz.a-
- -u::u::tuﬁ and rumtu arons nmﬂmﬂ in mnr mnr.'l.luﬂng
: .'Tl.'lpﬂl"l|1"; , T B e, !
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¥ DECISION: _ - : -
", Ts mako tho nost effootivo posaible sodroh with all ovailablo,.
. foreon by j i g ar gy iy ey
"1. Roguosting that Oaleredo comploto search to southosptward, b
including Pheonix group, prior 1l July, then fuol ' :
_ dostroyora on 12 July; - - il s §
2, Using Swen and Itason £ar wostwnrd svoop, including .
thare sonreh of Gilbert group and phximue przoable :
drift linit; - AT AP : :
3, Using Lozington group $3 its maxioun suatainod sapaoity 1
. for on intonsivo acarch from ongt to wost oovering tho -
' abave dofinod nmost probable aron axoopt tho southoastorn - o i
- ameotory: - et SR e e +
" tn ordor $2 looato tho Earhart plane, or rubber bont, ond [
porgannol. S ; g p |
1
/f : : ; ;
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vt | NARRATIVE OF EARHART SEARCH : i, B
1. PREPARATION: (i |

At about noon, '3 July, the Navy rtoment directed the
Oommander-in-Chief, U. 8. Flest, %o hold an alroraft carrled

. in readiness, to have it Tusl, and to make all nscessary

preparations for prooesding to the vieinity of Howland Island
for the purpose of conducting o thorough asarch for Mrs. Amelia
Torhart Putnem, her navigator Captain Fred Noonan, and the
axpenaive laboratory-equipped plene. . ST -

In tumn the Commander-in-Chief directed Commnder Lircrnft£ SR
O

_Zaitle Foroe, to detall an aireoraft ocarrier for this duty and
have it ready to proseod on four hours notice,

Comrander Airorarft, Battlo Foros dotailsd the sorrier :
Loxington, plus the scouting squadrons of carriers, end advised
thoe Lexingten, Rigel and Naval Air Staticn at North Island to
m2ke tha nocessary proparations. Tho Lexington left Santo ..
Earbarc at 4:00 p.m., 3 July and arrived at San Diego at .11:00
D.0., of the sano doto. PO :

The ovening of 3 July, tho Novy Dopartmont dircoted tho
Concnndar=in-Chief to assign four long rangos destroyers to .
accornony the Loxington. At 10:00 p.m., 3 July, the Chief
of 2::21,' bostroyoers Scouting Foroo, uniluﬁ o eonforonce of
anmnaGing officers on board the Whitnoy to detormine which -

=uss0ls wero bost suitod for tho secarch duty. :Commandolr

Scouting Force nominctod tho destroyers Lomson, Drayton, Hull
u~d Worden, A4 short time lotor Commandor Dostroyora, Soouting -
Furoo rocommondod the substitution of tho Cushing and Porkina

in ploce of tho Hull and Wordon, in order to provont the e )

intorruption.of foroo gunnory echoola, Tho Cushing and Perkins ..
wore thon onroute from the Fuget Sound nroa to San Diego to :

join the squadron. Tho Cushing and Perkins wore offiociclly

dotoilod for thiam duty ond woere dirssted by Commandor Dostroyera,
Scouting Foroo to put in at San Pedro, fuol and provision to :
gapacity and to awnit orders. 4 short time letor the Cushing Sy
and Porkins wore direotod by Commandor Destroyors, Scouting i
Foroo to prooeod, upon complotion of fuoling and provisioning,

- and join Commondor Destroyer Squadron Two in Lomson off goronndo

Rungu.

aocompany tho Loxington, ond whon it was dotormined which g
dostrovors would loovo, on offort wos modo to recall tho orows,.. -

i Tho Lomson's arew woa on booard in viow of the faot that saho had o

tho roady duty. Mwmy of tho Drayton's orow woro missing and
oould not bo looated.  Commandor Dostroyors, Soouting Fordo
supplicd the nodessary signaolmon and radiomen, Hewsver, the -
Drayton sailod about 40 mon short of her allowanos, mostly in
soamen hnd firomon ratings, : T P
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a.m.% 4 JWly, ond arrived at 10:47 a.m.

‘Commandor Destroyor Squodron Two to toko commnnd of tho

Tho Lexington | £t San Pedro for Coronado! )adas at 6:48
. : - & ¥

. In tho forencon of 4 July, tho Gommander-in=Chicf dirocoted

Laoxington Group, consiasting of tho Loxington, Lamson; Draytonm,

. Parkins and Guaﬁing, ond, when in cl) rospoots rocdy, to prﬂuapﬁ e

to nasiat in E:rhart soaroh, oooporating with Commandant
Fourtoonth Neval District, tho Colorado and Itasca.

. At 11:45 o.m., 4 July, Commandor nnntrayar'ﬁqunﬁrun TR0 :
‘n Lazasen end tho Drayton met tho Lexington in Coronade Roads. -

‘wemnander Dostroyer Snuadron Twme shifted his broad command

- wirartunt route o rendezvous with Lexington Group.

pennant to the Lexington and assumed command of the Lexington
Group. = - o - , - :

Ordors were then issued by Courander Desiroyer Squadron .
-5 to Cushing ond Perikins to report whon ready and proceed via -

‘bv ordors of tho Commander-in=Chiof, Mr: Paul Brook,

jrepranuntins the Iutarﬂatluqqlsﬂawu Servics, cams on bonrd.

A% 1300 4 July, the Drayton and Lnmson got undersay from

. Cezoande Socde for rondezvous, and tho Lexinzton to toke eboard

b" pianes rrom North Island., Tho Bouthard and Chendlor woro
acting 08 plane guarda. A total of 63 officora cnd 311 onlinted
nen woro Toceivad abonrd tho Loxington from North Islecnd,

ixty planea londed sofely, but two wore unable to got-thoir
i.ocke down and were dirootod to roturn to Worth Island, ‘complote

" vopaira and' roturn to tho Lexington. Thoy lrndod nt North

Iﬂli%g at 1445, completed repoirs and returned to the Lexington:
ct. 0. : i i i

The two destroyers meting s plcne gucrd were relenssd ot

© - 1530, .The.Chandler was recnlled at 1550 in order to transport

Lieutencnt (Jg) Ceorge Lelond %o San Diege for trectment ot

_the Nevel ‘Hospital,  He had become seriously 111 with gnatric

ulcor.

to ke 28 knots in joining up. route, tho Porkins, at 1730,
4 July, developod asricus vibrations in the port high prossure

- turbino, dnd rnﬂhrtuﬁ thot sho was unable to oxcoed 17 knota, | -
, by Commandor Destroyor Squadren Two to procoed - .
to San Dioge and go nlongside tho Whitnoy for nooossnry ropairs.

Sha woa diroota

At' 1910 Commondor nnstrﬁﬁur Squndrdn Two in Loxington,

 Commandor Dostroyer Division Threo in Drayton, Lamson and

g AT ’ ; . - -7

Cushing rondezvousod ten milaos south of China Point, Son Clomente,

and doported for Lahaoinec Roads, spood 23 kmots. Tho Cushing
wna temporarily assignod to Destroyer Division Threo for :

B tnotienl purposos.. . R :
: . - Qomeendor Liférnft,_ﬂnttln Ibruu requested that tho Lﬂ:inatﬁn'
bo fuoled at Lohainn, and the Commndor=-in-Ohiof so dircotod.

i

iy - ¥ ; % sl Rl L S
] % " :
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.+ A% 1910 4 July, Gommmdor Destroyor Squadron Two advisod tho:
' Oommand-nt’ Fourtoonth Naval District thnt tho Loexington Group
w05 prooooding to fuol’ at Lahnina Ronds. At El35 information
. wos ropoivod from Commandont Fourtoonth Mnval Distriot that . =
. . ono oil birgo of 155,000 gnllon.ocpcoity wos tho only mocns for
dolivoring fuol ot Lahnine Rocds.  During tho night of 4-5 E
July Conmnnder Duatrnyur-S%uadrnn'Tﬁu nacortained that tho
U.5.5. Romape was enroute to Cuam, Mairionns Islznds. Hor
position mna dotermined from wonthor roports, It tne nlso -
detorminod that by ehanging hor ooursd within n fow hours
far Lohaina Renda she would arrive simultaneously with tho
Loxincten. At 0940 5 July, Commcndor Doatroyor Bquadron Two
_Tequosted of tho Cummoander-in-Chiof by priority doapc.teh tho -
. praoticabllity of tho Bamapo oporating tomporarily with tho :
" Lexington Group for fucling. Tho Commtndor-in-Chiof conforrod
.. with Comonndor Basn Foroo ond was ndvisod thot tho schomo soomed’
prooticsbla but that tho Romapo was oporating directly undor
. tho Chiof of Hoval Oporations and tho Commander-in-Chiof, :
‘Asintio Floot, Tho Commondor-in-Chiof, U. 5. Floot, rogquostod
- %he Chier of Naval Cperatione to aasign the Ramapo to this duty
. ° and aisc requested that a roply be sent direct to Commander - .
Doatroyer Squidron Two (Ses CINCUS Q005-13L0 of Julyl. During’ -
the day tho feasibility of using destroyers to tronsport fuol . -
to the Loxington wae oonBidorod. This wie found to bo s
immracticablo boceuso of slow Eumﬁins r~to of dostroyors, the
a1l hoses availoblo, impossibilil
‘wluvu hor pumps and the nocossity for at least throo trips for

- oaoh, catimitod pumping rote 5,000 gallons por hour). At 1B3% -
no roeply having boon recoived from tho Chiof of Havol Opor:tions
rolativo te tha Roomnpo, cnd in viow of tho urgonocy of tho
situntien and. the nooossity for tho Romape rocolvwing iomodinto °:
. orders, Rndio Weshington was nskod by priority cporctor's signal .
! to cdvise time of dolivery of CINGCUS despatoh 0005=1310 to LR
Chiof of Hnwval Cporctions.” Roply ues then rocelved to tho offoot
that notion would bo -taken at tho beginning of offico houra !
Tuosdoy. Aftor an axchango of mesangos with tho Conmondant
Fourtoonth Mavel District, it was dotormined thot, cs'n leat
Tosort, 1t would be fonsiblo to' tnke tho Loxington into Pocrl .
Harbor for fuoling provided thore was no. approcinblo wind, £
Hovovor, this wna not considercd prudent until camplotion of -
- furthor contonplotod drodging. S 3 . e

At 0945 6 July (Washington timo) tho Ramapo wos issuod tho
_necogeary orders to prooood t2 Lahainn Honds for tho purposc- of .
fuoling tho Loxington, roplonish fucl thus doliverod from supply .

at Poorl ‘Horbor, and thon p:uunnd to Cuam.

Tucpday night & July, provisisn nnd storea crdors for- = =
Loxington and asocompanying destroysra were summarized and sent -
by despateh to Commandant Fourtesnth Navol Diatriot. Motlion -

. pistures were requested for the destroyers, who had left on .
. too short notios to toke oars of this detoil, but none were
' ‘availables at Pearl Horbor., . . 0 SR L

]
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ty of Loxington taking sustiom .
sioh-doatrayers (Destroyora' fusl cop.oity is 143,000 galloms . = -
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‘. At-1148°8 July, Tho Loxington Group mado good 234 knote during

- fax ths purpsso o
_and rozo necessary aireraft engine apares from the Fleet ar

"Zzae, Poarl Herbor. .

* loxington was eonoencod imnodictoly.

am
[}

S Nppa e e )

: Arrﬂngumunth woro mado with thﬁ-ﬂnmnnndﬁnt Fourtoonth Naval
Distriot to hovoe tho Loxington prooood to thninn Ronds, await \

¥

tho arrival of tho Romapo; fusl fron hor, and. lonvo na soon

theroaftor as prastioable, cnd for dostroyors Drayton, Lemson
cnd Cushing to procood &6 Poarl Harbor for fuoling nnd
proviaioning, ¢nd %o take on previsions ond storos for tho :
Loxington.. A oonforcnso with tho Commandcnt wos roquastod for
Thursday aftorncon. Tho Loxington arrived at Lahoinn Ronda
paasego Crannds Riads to Lohaina. [
., Copmander Dostrayor Divisisn Throo with ‘tho dostiroyors wns
diroatod at 0800 to preoood indopondontly and arrived ot Foarl
=-rhop at 1430 8 July. Dostrayors: fuclod nnd proviasionod ta -
ann-oity. ' Tho Drayton rocoived 27,858 ghliome af fuol, the
innasn 93,836 cnd tho Cushing 06,690, Approxiontoly sovon tona

'. of ptorcs woro divided among tho throo: dostroyora for dolivory

2 tho Lexingtan et Laheinn Ronda. - ;

4t '12:10 p.m., 8 July, tho dvooot wont nlongeido Loxington
 dolivoring 10,600 gxllons of avintion gasoline

~ Provious arrﬁngamuntn having boen cnde, irmodiately upon
g=—r -0l of the Loxington at ' Lohoine, Commendor Dostroyer -
Sa . croan Two, the Coomanding Offiecor of tho Loxington and two

]

iAo an noplatants ocbarked in patrsl plene rfurnished by tho

1 .00t air Bse and prococded to Pearl H rbor for conferonce with .

nsamendant Faurteonth Havel Distriot. Tho conforanco was alss
attondod by Cocmondor Destroyor Division Throe, Coaacndor
vinooralt, Sattle Faroo, and the Comnanding Oificor of the Flcet
Alr Buge, Poarl H.rbor. I:farmetion rolotive tc tho search waa:
sbtained and instruetions were recaived. Coomander Destroyer
S-undron Toc oobarked ot 1800 in Lanson for passage to Lzhaina

Ronds. ;

At 1830 B July, the L mson and Drayton complotod fusling nndl":'

laft Pearl Harbor for Lahaina, Tho Cushing remcinod at Penrl

H:rber in order to ccoploto mincr voyogoe ropeirs., Whilo ot

_ Poarl Harbor tho Commindent Fourtcomth lovel Distriet ordored

20 soomen, 20 firemon cnd 1 chiof phermcist's pcto trenaferrod

: to the Drayton for tamparary duty during scaroh oporations,

At 2000 8 July, tho Gushing loft Poorl Harbor for Lahaima,

At 0100 ¢ Jﬁly, the Draoytson cnd Lanaon, with ﬂanunnduf 5 e

Dostroyor Squ-dron Tmo cnd atoff omberked, arrived at Lohaina,

and Commndor Dostrayor Squadron Tuo and steff reembarkod in

Loxington. A% 0300,Cushing arrived Lehaine Roods. _ i
At 0828 9 July tho Ramapo arrived, and fuoling of tho

= - -
[

At DB30 Lu:ingtan took abeard storos from dﬁnt:hrnrl;
saro timp she exohangod movie programs with tho deatroyers. .
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By nuthority of tho Puroou of Nevigntion, Mr. Earl Y. Wolty,
of tho Assoeiatod Pross ond lMr. Chorlea Mounce, of tho United . -
Proas ocborkoed in Loxingtom. '

At 1000 conferonca of Commondor Doatroyor Squadron Two,
Comoandor Destroyer Division Throe, desiroyer coponrnding officors -
rnd econunieation officora, and the cirorart departwmont of tho
Lexington vag held in the Lexington, ; ; :

At 1030 tho Conmonding Officer of tho Loxington and nrflﬁnr
ns3aistant roturncd from Pearl Horbar by patrol pland.

. . At 1145 9 July, the dostroyors Drayton, Lamean and Cushing - -
rat undorway for thn purposo of calibreting direction findera -
=i Lohaina Boods, whiio tho Loxington trongpitted on 725 ECS.
iizos of eomplotisn: Lrayton 1357, Cushing 1427, Lamson 1431,

At 1456 9 July, fuoling of Lexington wna comploted,
Lixington rocoived 903,784 gollons frem the RIMapo.

_ At 1515 9 July,'thu Lnxingtun'ﬁnt undnrnay.far tho soarch |
aron in vieinity of Howland Island, accompaniod by Droyton,
s Llnason npﬂ Cushing. ' ; :

_ Tra tilooly arrival of the Recapo and the proopt acconplishoont
-¢f repairs to Cushing.ond expeditious delivery of fuol and g
-ravlalons to dostroyors by Fourteonth Navel Dirtrict astivitios
iaducod tho tino nocessary to ba apont in the Hawailch arca .

TT 1] méninum; This permitted the search ts bogln promptly ae

* 7 lonnod., ' :

At 1630 9 July, Commandor Déstroyer Division Threo-was
diroctod by Commandor Dostrayer Sgquadrsn Twa to take oosomend of
- the destroyors, and, u%an gignal, prococd and rondozvous with tho
dslorads in latitufle 50 50 N, longitude 173° 1§' W, nt 0700
zano plus 113 timo on Monday, 12 July, for tho purposo of
fuoling. Upsn eompletisn of fuoling dostrayors ware to procced
indopondontly to tako atation for soarch cpsrations arriving by .
0600, 13 July. At 1830 8 July, signol was sont dircoting -
. exooution of tho abavo, : e .

- . Tho spbuﬂ of Ehm'Lnxingtan w18 sot at 18 knots. At 1600 °
% July, inoroascd spaad t2 19 knota in ordor to roach point of .
origin = latitude 2-30 N, longitudo 177 W = at daybrock on 13 July.

Tho following deppatoh was rocoived from Jommandant Fourtoonth
Novol Distriet on 11 July 1937: 0011 CCOMDESRON TWO TAKE CHARGE OF
WITS IN SEARCH AREA PERIOD SEARCH OF FHOENIX CROUP AREA Gl
CONSIDERED COMPLETED PERICD UPON COMPLETICH FUELING DESTROYERS
COLORADO RELEASED SEARCH DUTY AMD PROCEED PREVI(USLY ASSIGNED =
HUTIEHhEE%?anHE ITINERARY SUEMITTED OCLOR.DO DESPATCH THE

L b0
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. gad 178% 30% W and from latitude 3 , o
“sswoen lengltude 178 30' W and 1759 50' E by Loxington airoraft

(] . 1 ! o % ]

YT. CONDUCT OF SEARCH BY COMUANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON TWO:

At 1210 11 July, SWAN and IT.SCi were diracted to continue.
exliating assignments until further ordsra and make routing

-, Teporta,.

During the occnfertnoe with Commandant Fourteenth Naval
Diatrict on © July, the.possible necessity for search of the YT
Gilbert Islands, British Territory, was considered. oOn 10 July, -
Conomandant Fourteenth Maval Distriot requestod tho lavy = ;
Topaltment to obtaln authority for an aircrart cearch of . ...
thase islands. The astimate of tho Earhart plane's probablo-
iusation put hor somorhore in an arca inoluding tho Gilborta,
a0, 00 11 July,Commandar Dastroyasr Squadron Twoe apeoifioally
Tequested of Commandant Fourteenth NWaval District esuthority

o= gearch of that arpa. PFlans were laid for search of the area . =

bounded by latitudes 3° N and 1@ E-a EE‘IE&:: lfnfizﬁggg:l%?ig'agl
o la o ' 8,

tii for soarch of individual ‘islands of Gilbort Group by-tho =
Ttatue and Swen. Itosco and Swan wore dirested ot 2240 11 July,
50 Lzy courso for Aroral and-Onoatoa Islanda rospoutively. g

Om-18 July, tﬁ& duétrararu.tnuuﬂn, Cushing and Drayton mado
rridesvous with Colorado and fueled. Tho langth of timo roquirod
L :“ﬂtf?f of ocoh ddetroyor, ond tha amounta rocoivod by oaoh
o3 &4 rollowad L :

Lamaon Timo 2.3 hours Amount 44;4&# gallons

. fushing Timo 1.7 hours Amount 41;499 gallons
: Drayton Time 2,5 hours = Amount 42,361 gallons

. Tho Loxington's noon position on 12 July, lztitudo 6° 14* 45%
i, longitude 173° 07! 15" W, course 228, spood 1% knota, Tho i

‘spoed of tha Loxington wns roduccd to 18 knota ct 1015.

Tho Itason continuod soarch in dirocoticn of .Arcrail Ialond
on coursoe E&7° T, spood about 12 knota. Hoon poeition latitudo
29 33* 8, longitudo 179° 24' Enst, Vieabllity cbout L6 miloa,
The Itasoa wos duo to oarrivo off Arorai acbout 0100, zono plus
111 timo. Commendant Fourteonth Naval District woa advisod -
thnt tho Itason oould roach Aroral on tho moerning of tho 13th,
and was roquostod to obtain’ tho necossary aushority as scon na

poaaible.

R Tho Colorndo complotod fuoling doatroyora about 1530 (zono
. timo plus 114 hours) ond was thon roleascd from E-rhert acorch =
Group to ocarry out romoindor of hor itinorary in econncotion with

.» .tho Naval Reservof, ' - o e >

..Thn destroyors proccodoll . th tﬁfﬁiﬂlﬂnﬁ ﬁuﬁrﬂiﬁtatiuhaiin--f;
apaordanoe with Soareh Plon No. B (Annex B), to orrive about
0800 13 July. Point of origin 2° 30' N, longitude 177 W.

_Cushing oarrier plono guerd, Lamaon right flank guord. .
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at 1Eﬂﬂ 12 Ju'=r, the Drnytun reportod un'“ﬁltr to throttlo
velve of hor purt. Jish prossura turbine dua vu*thruttln diasc of

" balaneo piston apparontly baoking off. Thia casunlty roducod *';

tho spood of tho Drayton's port engino to r.p.m., for 19 knots.
‘The advorse wenthor conditions somowhat slowed up the fusling

of destroyors and provented the Drayton, rhich fuelod laat, from
rooching station promptly 60 milos on port becm of Lexington

. 0a originally ordorod in Scarch Flan No, 2. She was dirsoted

to lay ocurase for Howland Ialand at spesd of 19 knota to save
distance and consorve fuel. DBy so doing she waa able to reach
the area of alroraft operations and was plane suard ¢n Tunaday,
13 July as ﬂahﬂduluﬂ-

:_In the evening of 12 July the any Dapartﬂant adviged thnt
lio State Department had been requested to make nocassary

- Siplomitio arrangomonts for alroraft soarch of tho Gilborts. The

Commoandant Fourtoenth Naval Diatriot informsd the lavy ﬂapartmnnt
“thot immodiate euthority wes necossary. bacauso of fuol -
unmalﬂurutiﬂna; At midnight 12-13 July, the Itosca was dlruetad ¥
%0 keop elocr of the Islands until a visit wos cuthorized, . -

ol bﬁﬂﬂ 13 July tho. nuuusunry authority was obtiinod.

- 1uutur1? nnﬁ ﬂinﬂ B3E, = - _ 2R

: on the moming of lﬁ July tho Swan was sunrchins a8 i
dircotod from a point 2° 3 1800 toward Onotoa Island, Eilhartﬂ,
A%t most economical speed. At 0710 she was directed to prooeed
.itm1ﬂtﬁlY to Nukunau, ‘Peru, Tapstsuon and Honuti Islands in

s ~oh of Earhort plaone, conserving fuel, and be prugarnd to.

:7.2zvous With Lexington at 1500, 17 July in 19 799 E,

" On lﬁ Jnly the Itnaun was aunruhiug vioinity ot Arorni Ialnﬁﬂ. R

At 0700 ohe wns directed to senrch Arorai immedintely, followed
by Tomana cnd Onotor, then proceed to horthwoct ond-north on
@estern side-of Gilborts group invoatignting Wonuti, Kuria, .
ifniann, Aplia, Tnritari ond Marcki, and obtrining availnblo .
-information at Tarawn, consorving fuel and reporting progress,
ond to bo prupirud to runﬂuzvuuu ﬂith Loxington cs nutﬂd rur
Eﬁﬂﬂ (B . . 3

on 13 Julr tho Itnscao Ennrchnd Arorai nnd Ttmnnn Iﬂlnnda .
nnd vieinity.  Rosidonts wore contnotod ot Arorni ond atotod thot -
thoy 414 net hoar tho'plano ner had thoy socn any ovidonoo of
Wrookiga. Tho Itasen, by my 0013-1910 vra ordorod to procond -
to ‘Kurio-Apdmhmn . Ial-nda in the Gilbort group; thonoo nnrthﬂnrﬁ
-gonduc ting comploto search of uninhabited nnd such soarch of :
inhchited lalindes.ca doomad Docasoary, fiviqs at Taritary
1% July, Acoording to tho Sailing Dirootions all ishands of tho-

" Gilbort group aro -dinhabdted; Tarowaond Taratoxrl oxg pords of - -
entry; that tho Diatriot Govornment Headqisrtors is loontod nt
T*rntnri, hub it wna rnunﬂ to bo losatod at Tarawa, | :

Thu Ennn was dirccted tg ny 0013-15855 t¢ soaroh Hukunau,
Poru, Onoton, Taputocuca and thuji IuLnnda by tho lntn T
ﬁftnrnnan of thn 1lé6th.,

_— - "t "
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Tho. nﬁnvﬁ routes hy tho Itunnn nnd Swan mould mako a uumplntu _:-f
- pearoh of the Gilhert group by gurface oraft, It mightcbs. Iniliblt :

that Mra, Putnam and her navigator might have" Aariftad to op
landad on an island in fhil gruu;. thn-rrniniling uu::tnt hning i
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_ It won ﬁutﬁimiaﬁ that tha Itasca and Ew$ aould reach LT
Honeluly without refieling upon completion of their ssarch -of the
‘0ilberta, . This was vorlified by both vegsels, the Itesoa = °
including Howland Island. returnipg to Honolulu on: her route,

In tho event it was found necsssary to further include oithar

- (3 -

", of theso tws vossola in the soaroh, thoir schodulos wore planned T

__ for rofueling.

) .The Loxington roached point of origin 1atitudo 2-30 1,
longitude 177 W at 0636 13 July = whioh timo was dosignatod
as zoro hour for comoencomont of oporationa, Sixty planos

mara launchod to secarch in cast and woat dircetlions as {ndicatod

1n &carch Plan No. 2. Firat plane left ship at 6:16 a.nm.,
znd last plane was reocvered at 10:18 a.m. 0

. Heavy rains and squalls interfered with morning search by = -
iiroTalt, .In the aftotnoon 27 planss were launched at 1303 -

inat. plena took off at 1310), but operations wers abandoned

dup to bad' flying eonditions ond the planes wera ordered to i
lnnd aboard tho sarrier. At 1356 the planes returnod aboard -
{*ho  128% plane woa lendsd at 1411). The approximote aroa
suspena dotitude 2° 50 N ond 1' 5" 5 and batwoon longitudo =
1757 351 W and 1780 10' W was coverod with tho oxception of the
. umiesiato, vioinity of Horland which was obacurod by hoavy
¥ ARANSe ART ; i cretl ; £ AR
%t tho end of rlight oporatiocns, tho Ln:ingmnn proccodod ¢
.ty . position latitude 19 207.3, longituda 180
2,4zht cporations on tho moming of 14 July. i
0n 14 July the Itagon wos seoarching onrouto Kurla. group,
. consisting of Kuria, Nonouki ond Apnmooe Islonds and wos
cxpeotod to arrive about noon 14 July zcno plus olevon ond
eno=hnlf timo. S IRy -

The Swam aontrotod tho chiof rnuiﬂnnt at Hikunouw and s”.hjjﬁ;,.J

procoodod to Poru. HRodio communication with Poru Inlend wes

D o iohod_on 500 K58 With atation 700 cporntod by tho Londom

- Wission Scoloty. . All contaots wore nogativo. B
. . With Lomson as loft flank guard, Cushing enrrior plene .
guard, £nd Drayton right flenk gu:rag-thu Loxington ocmmanood
cireraft oporations at 0730, and launohed 42 planos in - T
ceoordonoe with Seorch Plan No,.l (Annex A). Point "A" (Plan .
~ ‘ono) was latitude 19 20' 8, longltudo 1809, baso courao north.
. Thoe condition of the soh s smooth and vislbility good. &1L

- plonos weore landod abonrd At 118l. Tho airoraft roported that @ ' -

thay would seon any vrecknge or beat if auch had boon nflonk, -
I#gﬁpgginﬁtnn?- noon position was. latitudo 00 28° 8, longi tudo .

" L 1

to commonoo. . .-
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' to faciliteto e rondozvous with tho Loxingion on 16 or 17 July ...
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The sacond rliglt of alroreft comnenced nézasiﬁ, with point

w3" bf Plan One as hu origin of operationa in latitude 0% 00O
longitudd 160° and base course north. As & matter of intereat

" this i1s the Tfirst time a ship of the Navy oporated in latitudo
0° Q09 and longitude 1809, 42 planecs wero launchod. The
eiroraft were all landod aboard at 1742. Tho arue ocovered was .
botweon latitudos 1° ¥ and 19 40' S and longitudea 178-30 Weat -
and 178-30 East. Thoro wore a fow rain squalls in tho wostern

aroa sc hoavy aa to ocause somo of the airoraft in thoso scotioms

to rfly around them. Thoso arcas wmore tsmall and arc indicated
on tho attached chart. The positions of tho plano guerds, &0
milos-on each baam of tho carrior aro also shown. During thoe
night, tho positions of tho dostroyora Lemson ond Cushing woro
intorahengod sc that tho Lamson took ovor tho carrior duty and
tho Cushing tcok atation &0 milos on port boam for cporationa
on Thuraday 15 July. Duwing-thn night oll vossals of tho soaroch
group woro dirootod to uso thoir ascarchlighta for at loaat
rive minutes during coch night watoh, A distonco of only 40
miles had. to bo covorod dur the night and atocrogowny waa
maintoined, : C: ]

On 15 July, the Swan wos onroute from Poru tc Onata,
arrivine ot the latter island abeut 1200, The Swan anohored’ -

. hore and sent a bont ashore to ocontnot nativos. Tho Exrhort
plano Tas noithor scen nor hoard. Tho Swan thon prooeodod o
Taputoouca Islond to orrive at doybreak on the 1éth, maintaining

. stooragowny during tho night. ik

Tho Itosca made nogative contoots at Kuria and tho noighboring

islands. Sho hoadod for and arrived at Tarawa during the morning
_of tho 15th. At Tarawn, tho commanding officer of tho Itasen

was interviowod by tho Distriot Administrator who stotod that
thoro was no sign of tho lost Earhart plane in Gilbert Islonds.

Ho furthor declarod that the Gilbort Islands woro woll populntod
and that ho maintainoed oxcollont communioctions with tho- :
islcnds in gonoral and partioulnrly thoso to the north. Taritari

Island to tho northuvard is a port of ontry for intor-island - .

gtoamors, Tho Disiriot Administrator roquestod tho Commandor
of the Enrhart Sonrch Group to inform tho Sonior Administrativo
Officor ot Osoan Island of the presonco of U.: S. vesscla ot tho
Gilborts, OCommrndor Deatroyer E}undran Tro thon aont o multiplo
radiotologram to Britieh Coloninl offiolals as follows: i
"RESIDENT COMMISSIONER OCEAN ISLAND AND S S e '
SENIOR ADLIINISTRATIVE OFFICER TARAWA ISLAND.
ANY INFORMATION YOU MAY GIVE UNITED STATES VESSELS VISITING
GILEERTS IN SEARCH OF EARHART PLANE WILL EE APPRECIATED /s/
DOWELL, COMIANDING EARHART SEARCH GROUP." : :
The Distriot Administrator at Tarawa replied that he would asdvise
 4he Commender of the Search Group of any infomation or evidence
recelivad. . : : 2 : '

Upon completion of the contaet at Tarawa the U. 3. Coaat -
Cuard Cutter Itasca requested authority to prooeed %o Honolulu,
via Howland, to relieve personnel. In view of the faot that:the
{gslands wers well populated to the northward and communicaticn
paintained with the Distriot Administrator at Tarawa, the Iteaca
was directed to proceed to Howland. . Ay e

R
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At 0719 15 Juif{ the Loxington launched 41 planes im .. ..
acoordanse with Scarch Plan No. One [Amnex Afirm). Poink ; :
. of origin (Afirm) was latitude 1° 20' north, longitude 1809,
. base course north, the Lemson ecting as oarrler plane guard i
.while tha Cushing and Drayton wers respectively left end right .-
Tlank plane guards, At 1023 the planea returned from the :

morning flight.

: At 1356 the atterncon flight of 41 flmﬂ tock off from
point *C" latitude 20 35' N, longitudo 180%. The plenes :
returned at 1638.. - - : : _

; - The arca oovorod for tho day's acaroh was botwoon latitude
1% H to 39 40* N and longitude botwoen 178-30 Weat to 178-30

. E. " A fow light squalls wore oncountored tut the airoraft stated

_thoy ocould seo through thom fairly well. On tho vhole tho .
soaroh was considcred satisfaootory. .

 During the night of 15-16 July, the Loxington and plane .
puard doatxoyora prooceded to take stations:for operations on .
. The tollowing morning.. Drayton right flank, Cushing left flenk.
. und Laxington earriex duty. - : '

. On 18 July, the Swan investigated Teputecuea and NHonuti,
Thia oompleted the search of the Gilbert Group of Islande by
gurTace wvessels with no sign of the lost Earhart plane. Upon
‘complotion of her task the Swan was releesad and direoted to
1eport to Commandant Fourteenth Naval Distriet for further =
- ordors, -Sho was direstsd to return to Pearl Harbor. _ .

The Itascn wes enrouts Howland = 0800 peosition latitudo
0114 notth, longitude 175-38 sast, course 90, spood 11 knois.
In viow of hor longor exporionco. with ourront and wind in tho
Howland aroa and hor firat hand kmowlodge of conditions sinoo
losa of the plane, tho Itasca was oskod to submit to Commander
. pestroyor Squadron Two hor ostimato of tho mosat probablo locotion
of tho Earhart plans - (DESPATGH) FROM COMDESRON TWO TO ITASCA .
. 0DLG ASSUMING THAT EARHART PLANE OR RUBBER BOAT STILL AFLOAT
PLEASE SUEBMIT YOUR ESTIMATE AS OF NOON TODAY MOST PROBAELE
POSITION FIRST OF PLANE SECOND OF RUEBER BOAT 0810, Tho -
commanding .officor of tho Itasca ropliod: €01le YOUR 1016-0910
. OF ASSTMETION GIVEN ESTIMATE MOST FROELELE AREA ORIGIN LATITUDE
", 2 MORTH LONOITUDE 179-30 RAST THENCE L..TITUDE 5 NORTH LONGITUDE
3 178-15 RAST THENCE LATITUDE 5 NORTH LONGITUDE 1759=45 EAST THENCE
L.TITUDE 2 NORTH LONGITUDE 177 EiST THENGCE TO ORIGIN . FERICD :
ESTILTE BASED ON FOLLOWING CONDITIONS XIND- OF FLIGHT CLE.LR EHLUE
SEY SOUTH “ND EAST OF HOWLLND HELAVY. CLOUD BANK LPPROXIMATELY :
50 MILES NORTH .HD WEST CF HOWLAND PERIOD ITLASCA HAiD LAID HEAVY

VISIELE FRAOM SOUTH AND EZST FOR 40 MILES OR MORE LT ALTITUDE

ONE THOUS.AND PERIOD DOURTFUL IF VISIELE OVER 20 MILES FROM MORTH = .
 AND WEST COMMA SIONAL STRENOTH JND LINE OF POSITION WOULD INDICLTE

E.RHART RECKONING CORREQT.AS FOR DISTANCE THOUGH SHE FROBAELY -~ -~
CLARTED LINE OF POIITICH BAST ESFORE CIRCLING IND LFTERWARDS

———

“10 = i

. SMoKE SOREBY FOR TWO HOURS WHIOH HAD NOT DISINTEGRATED AND OLEARLY -
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PROBABLY FLTW NORTH AND SOUTH ON THIS LINE PERIOD HER REPORTS - ° .. - %
 INDICATE HIGH FLIGHT WITH OVERC.ST AND CLOUDY WEATHER AND :

EVIDENTLY FLYING IN CLOUDS UNTIL THE LAST FEW MINUTES OF FLIGHT

PERIOD SIGNAL STRRICTH INDIC..TES MAXIMUM DIST/NCE 250 PERICD

ESTTILTED PLANE DOWM WITHIN 250 MILES OF HOWLAND BETWEEN 337

and 45 TRUE .ND HOT NE.RER THAN 30 MILES PEATOD LT LATTER .

DISTANCE COULD NOT HAVE FAILED TC SER SMOKE SOREEN IF SHE PASSED

sOUTH PERIOD OUR EXPERIENCES SEL AND WIND DRIFT THIS VESSEL :

VX DN ONE MILE 270 AND DOUBT IF PLJANE OR LIFECRAFT TIOULD -

EXCTED PERIOD ON THESE ASSUMPTIONS MOST PROBLELY ~REA 45 OF

1200 TOD.LY .S INDICATED LBOVE PERIOD EXCELLENT WAVIGATOR .ND

TXPERIENCE JUSTIFY ASSIRIPTION FLLNE DOW 0N LINE OF POSITION

OR THAT LINE ADV.NOED EASTWaRD ONE HOUR ON LINE OF FLIGHT WHICH :

IOSUME WAS APPROXIMATELY 78 TRUE FRCM LAE 1200. : : i i

is a matter of coinoidenco tho probablo area set forth in S
. the abovo dozpatch from the Itason was boing searched by Ve
. Loxington aircraft whilo those modBagos woro oxchangod.

wd |

e e A

The Itosca was reloascd from furthor soorch duty.at 1700,
and vas dirootod to roport to Commandant Fourtoenth Naval Diatriet
 who dirootod her to furthor roport to Commondor Howalian Scetion,
.U, S. Cocst Guard, Tho latteor instructed hor to prooced dircot
to Honolulu from Howland. : : o

Lt 0700 Lexington oommonood flight oporcticons from point
of crigin latitudo 4© M, longitudo 178° E, baso courao wost, -
- . sjarch Plan No. 1, with planes soarohing in north and scuth
. dlrootiona. it 1042 all planos roturncd from tho soaroh and
. 1londed aboard onrrior. Lexington's noon position latitudo

.+ 195% afternoon flights of 40 plonos took off and roturncd

. aboord ot 1830, Thu area oovored is approximotoly betwoon et I
lotitudos 2-30 N and 5-30 N, longitudes 175-40 E and 179=20 LT

E( aeo chart attnchad). - et e :

" During tho night of 16-17 July, tho:Lozington proocoded from
49 north 1762 eaat esst to take atation, distance of 180 :
miles, for cperaticns at 0700 on the 17th of July. !

‘ At 0658 17 July the Loxington commensod f1ight oporations
with point of origin at latitude 19 00" north, longituda 175-40
_E, base course cast, 41 planes tock off but only 39 participated
in tho soarch. Two plancs roturned aboard bofcro commens ing
oarch. At 1012 lending cporaticna woro startod. At 1017 :
4-B-8 oxporicnocd a barrior orash ending against ono of tho aftor
. turrots. Ho porsonnol wara injurcd. At 1043 all plancs :
. roturncd aboord from tho merning flight. . : :
', .~ " At 1250 on tho aftormoon of tho 17th Lexington oiroraft y
. yosumod flight operations with o totnl of 41 plonoa toking pnrs

in tho seaych, Origin of cporationa latitudo 1° ED' H, - -
lengitudo 178-50 E, boso ooursa snski planos soarohing in north -
2nd south dirootions. At 1647 all plamos landod aboards |

e et B A B LT SR Bt T




Tha arogs soarchod on 17 July wore botwoon lnuﬁitudus :
195-10 E to 176=30 E, latitudos 0° 28' aouth and 20 30" north;
betwoon longitudes 176=30°to 177-48 oast, lnkitudos 0° 12v
north and 2-45 north: botwoon longltudos 1779 45' onst to 178-16
oast, latitudos 0° 12* porth and’1° 18% morih.- it ST

Through the Sen® Franclsco pivision of the Coast Guard, HI's
- George Palmer Putnam requested reconnaiasanse of the vioinity

. longitude 170° east; latitude 02 09' north for tha drifting

. plano. See ComFranDiv B015-23%5 and B017-1234, The Jomeandant

igyractioable to search erea raguosted and that all the Gilbert
" Tslands had ‘boen searchod. e ;.

The Havy Dopartmont roquestod tho Commendant Fourtoonth
Waval Distriof, in its dospatoh 0017-2112, that beforo tho .
tormination of tho scaroh on 18 or 19 July pragtieabllity
of oovoring tho area 170° cast longltude and 02 latitude.
‘Ceommandant Fourtooenth Naval Distriot, in hia 0017-1705,
. rzquestod: rescmmendations from Commandor Destroyer Squadron
. T7o in rogard to tho abovo sonroh and askod whothor or not tho
. gaareh group had sufficient fuol. Qompander Dostroyor Squadron
Tan, in his 0017-1944, statod +hat to oomply with tho Navy :

Depertmont's dosiro it was noccssary to proocood immodtatoly at

pii es sckoduled for the 18th would havo to bc avendonod,. _
. Fur.“ar. 1or . ono days scarch it would roquiro four additional
‘anvs stoaning to visit this arca, and nlao thore wos a
po3sibility of the Loxington roquiring fucl ot Lahaine instond

{0017-0955 from Commandant Fourtoonth Navel Distrioet to tho

- ma0G=0845 of July 1937, @ Commindor Dostroyer Squadren Two, in =
his dospatoh O0LE-2045 and 0016=-1727 had atotod that the -

_July if not crdored boyond 1imits 174° oest, 19 south, thus - .
onabling tho Loxington to procecod on groot girele to Son Dicgo .
at apood 15, and for tho dostroyora to proeced to Pearl Harbor

for fuel and provisions and thence to either San Diego or San
. Francisco. i : i b i A .

. Commender Destroyer Squadron Two:considered the search of
area 0% latitude, 170° longitude poasible but not practical. -
During the evening of 17-18 July from 0200 to 2400 Lexington

. . '@nd destroyora steamod slowly on a weaterly oocurse awalting .
~ * . ipstructions from Commandant Fourteonth Haval Distriot. A%

N D R e A S

. midnight on 17 July the Earhart Search Group prooceded north
' to oarry out tho final days search in aopordance with provious
- plana which would ‘acnsist of seorching aroas covered by roin

on 14-15 July and’ soarch pdditionnl aroa to tho north=oastwnrd, 3

" Qommandant Fourtoenth Navol Distriot notifiod tho Navy Departmon

s that it wos impraptionble to search tho aroea longitude 170 E; .
. 0° latitudo as roguestod,. ond thot it would not . asarohod .

unless othorwise dirested by the Deparbment.. © Toioloean ol o

u e .
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" Fourieenth Naval Distrioct, in his 0017-1100 réplied that it was .

ro.J% ogononical spoods and that tho romaindor of tho tontetive - 3

o® roturning direot %o Son Diego o8 cuthorizod in hor ttinnrﬁrg" -
Hovy Dopartmont) ond ca roguired by Chief of Havel gparations . -

Loxington group was able to oontinuo its prosent duty-until 21°. . ;
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At 0659 18 July, the Lexington oommenced moyning flight

operations and passed point of origin (afirm} latitude 86' N,

longitude 177-48 E at 0714, base course 452, Seargh Flan No.l,

. %3 lanes were sent off., All aircraft returned aboard at.

. “Tne aftormoon flight-cperations commencod at 1300 from point

ng=  longitude 1789 45 E, latitude 30 48! north, base couraa

. 459, - At 1648 all planes wore landed abcard oarrier.

_ The aren covered during the morning semroh l1ics 1n the
reotangles markoed by tho following points: from longitudo

178° 30! E, latitudo 10 36' I to longitude 1760 28" E, latitude -

50 mav i ]ongitude 1770 22' E, lntitude 42 48' to longitude —

1790 30' E, latitudo 20 38! N, along line of boaring 045° T,

puring the aftorncon the following was soorchod:

From-
_iongitudo 1770 35! E, lctituda 4° '35 I to longitude 179° S8¢
. 'R, latitudo 2° 35' Ni lopgitude 178° 30' F, latitude 50 30* N
. to longitude 179° 30' E latitudo 52 30 . 2T

. Aftor tho ua:m-lutinn of tho soarch cn 18 July, t'h'n Ecrhapt . .
Search Group prooceded toward Howalion crom, tho Loxingtsn enrsute -

fuching onraute Poorl Horbor for fuol provisionp, and vayage
vopalra, 'The 2000.position on ths 18th was longitude 179-52

7, latitude 5% 55' K.

' The Drayton had been assigned restristed umllabu‘ity at

' Poarl Harbor Yard for repairs to port H.P., turbine throttle

{llavy Department despatoh GOL7-1408),

°  The i.a::'ingtqn'gr-:w reported to Commepder-in-Chief, U. S
Float, for duty by Commander Destroyer Sguedron Two daspatoh
0019-1100" from position longitude 1760 50' W, latitude 70

* + Son Diogo, ocourso- 052, sposd 15 Imots, via groat oirelo courso, -
sueraing near Oahu, ond tho dostroyora Drayton, Lamgon and

lat Hh“ 1800 zone plua eleven and one=half time, giving as a - £

tontativo itinerary: (1) Lexington preceod diroct San Diogo;
arriving 30 July 1937, (3) Commondor Dostroyer Spuadron Two,
in Lampon, Commander Dostroyer Divisicn Throe in Drayton, and

‘Cushing prooecd to Poarl Hnrbor, arriving late 23rd or early  ©.

24th, fuol, provision and uaqp:l.ntq voyago ropairs, dopalt 26th,

- arrive San Dicgo 1 August.

This itinorary wae-approved by :thu ﬁmamnﬁur'-inruhlﬁﬂ_' in - -

2 his dospatoh 1118-~1710, and tho "Loxington Croup™ ordorod

' discontinued as of the hour of holsting Ccumandor Dostroyor

i At14000n&) July Ocomnder nnatﬁrnr Squn

&

_ dren Two hoistod his
ponnant in the Lamson and the socreh organizotion was tominated. .
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", The following summary is submitted showing the area in Sl

aquare miles searched by the Earhart search group simce 1l JULYs e

{a) Square miles covered by Lexington aireraft: : 'Th ; -ﬁ

13 July ik AR EEEERERARRARB A 11}534; EQ'LIE.I"E milen ; :‘I

14 JULT " ' swssesnsnssnnnsns 27;571 esquare miles she o RSO .

15 J'I..Il}" ST L L LRI IR ERE LS Eﬂ';uﬁu Hqu.ﬂ.fﬂ mill]ﬂ = 3 ¢ g

16 July: P 29:195 square milas : fat

: 17 J’lﬂ.? g A bae R R ETiﬁﬁz Bquara miles : _-
=y _ 18 July $5ssssssassasssss 29,764 square miles :

p 0

Tﬂtnltllilll'l‘i L TGN RN R R R

During the time flight opsrations wers in progress, the
Lexington, Droyton, Lomson and Cushing mointained o lcokout in
addition to that kﬂp? by oirceraft. :

It will be noted in Search Plans One and Two that o dostroyer = -
wns stntioned as plone guord on ench bonm distont 60 miles. . oo E.
T=0 third dostroyor was 1,000 yards on tho port quartar of the , 5
oenrrisr. ] . :

In oummnrizing escaroh cporations, & ten mile front may be : : E

assumod for tho Loxington ond for tho two plano guard dostroynra
on cich boam, Aftor scarch oporations by atroraft woro complotod,

thore weroe still two to threc hours of daylight stooming.

. It was assumed that while aoting as planc gunrd on tho
port gquarter of tho oarrier tho arca scarched by the deatroyor
' ‘thoro stotioned would bde included in tho front scarchod by
tho Loxington. : : LA

(b) Arca in nﬁun:u miles senrohed by. e e - el i
i . DaTE o iy Pra LAMSON  DRAYTON ' CUSHING
: 1z July g R Sy o A
s XS Uy s At R 14 00 5 e 1480 1480 . . Enir%ur
' ’ : e T R e B ; ’ : u?. T (
14 July © ', o o gee.c... 1440 .0 0 1440 . 1440 -'1--““?’1‘;‘“’-" o
v bty i T e ) : AT uty a1
4 15 July R ~. 1440 . Carrior duty 1440 1440
; 16 July . . .1820 . "™ . w o 1ER0 - 1520
/ 17 Judy e o 1440 . %W )40, 1e40
Mo o 185 Tal gt P o L ¥ - 1650 1650
A i TGEE drtasaadninnnanas uIEE - _ E’m ) m . f i
.% * postroyors fuelsd f:;"um Colorade thus lmﬂnﬁ doylight scorohs |
Ll e e S
i '. "-'n-r.'-:.ri.:".-".w-'h:-;,13.11.:;.;1-..-.5...""' :..-..u. H..n:,.!..‘r.‘u.‘tm s i bt ;._1.-.
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(o) ITASCA = Estimctod ton mile fromt during dnylight scarch.,

Nl ———— RS

: 1700 . -
: E .ﬁ; Sl : 500 Searched Arorni and
' | S
800 Searo rio
ot/ s .+ Nonoukl Islundﬁ.
" 15 July kS 500 Enrouto and visited -
; : AL Tarawh.
18 July ; 1900 E?r'luutuaﬂnllnnd and
Al : : rolonseds :
: : Eﬂthl sesddresesninciei » aguare ﬂilﬂﬂ
(4) swWAN - ' . O
: . .DATE SQUARE MTLES
11 July , T :
l2 July = - A 1000 :
13 July - T e 000
14 Juiy : 800 Visitod Hukunou
15 July ; : . BOO Visitod Poru &
! Onaths
16 July - = A - 1000, ¥isited Taputouca

.. : & Honuti.
. :1&Wﬂ1 SAsssEsEERRRERS E.ﬂﬁﬁ BquaToe Filﬂﬂ 1

(s} Summary for mruuu ﬁauuln ainoe 11 July = : :
11,520 square m.t&-un

LBIiﬂEtﬂﬂ Aearsddstdande kbR nsnd

Lamscn - EEEE NIRRT R RN RN AR e 3,820 r

Drayton :Iillii'iiiiliilliillh. ; i;ﬁ?ﬂ : :
Cushing e S T IR ?;Tﬁﬂ " .
Itasca EREREEARBERAEEA R RS RS ?iﬁﬂn 2 .

5,700

A AN AN XX N ]

(#) Prior to 11 July, the following area, in square miles, is.
c[mli.mtud bty thia uumﬁmﬂ to havo been coversd during daylight
by the Coloredo end her two planss, tho Itasoa and Sean:

{1) By surface ﬂnuuin:

10,080

“Qolorodo 6=12 Jul l qtuunit.n;ll-i--ii; !
+ Itason 2-10 Jul Yinuluuhru}- srbnssneees 29,130
Swan Se nolusivo . - 5950

SessBRBEERERIERRR IRt RRERtRSERRRIY

L‘ﬂ By 'ﬂl:llﬂl'ﬂllﬂ plonss illiiiiiii;;;li;%liiili %

.= 10 = I

2% :
EEN AR L XN » i iﬁfﬁﬁﬁ —_— I——1rfi
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‘- {1) By surfoce voasols E{inr to 11 Julr | | 49;160
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{g) Fincl sumnry for oll upnrnti-:ma as. dutnnﬂnnd by this
command = . :

By surfcce voasola =18 July . 45 640
4 Total by surfoce “uuln S 'ﬁT:'EW

. (2) By nir-:rn:l.'t - Lu::lnstnh : ' : 151 ;556

Jolorndeo : : 159256
Total by n‘.l.rumﬂ. BN IE'.T:E'BI

':5] GM'H- tﬂ-t-ﬂ].. ;-rn---i-;--t-tt-innnnii-- 262,281 squaxo ﬂilﬂﬂ; :

or tho: uquimlm:t of a. 500 . n.ilm =qmru. ;

o :.H-u::"algn':iur any i:r.idnﬁu_:iu ui{ tho Barhart rlmu s ﬂianuvaﬂ_ﬂ.
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Loxington Group,

IR, . . .7vu.8.8. Loxington, 7lagship.
F , ' e ; ol . LS Enrauta Hawvalion Aran,
o Coc T 20 July e,
From: ° °  Ccomander Loxington Grnup i :
To "t . " The Eunmnndnnt Fnurtnunth Huvnl Diatriut. - g
Subjoot: Roport of Inrhzrt Snnrnh,-farﬂnrﬂ1n5¢ '

Tnalosuros! (A) Annox MAM, Estimato ond Dooision,
] SRR Enmdnnrﬂn THO.

. [B) Annox nEM MWarrative of Ennruh, Lnxin;hun Group.
I 0} Annex "G"" Aoralogical Data,
0) inmex "D", Lamingtcn Hupurt of Earhnrt sarah
; Gpnrntiana; pt ] '
_[B) Appendix ™A™, Chart Photostat - Eurhnrt Fliﬁht ]
Inrnrnutiﬁn.

. [F) ippondix "B", Chart Photoatat = Trr-ut chnrt
_ : ~ Earhzrt Soaroh, U.8.5. Loxington and attachod
o 7 alreratt.
: (@) Appondix "C", Chart Photostat = The Earhart
. Boaroh lsh-ﬁing tracks of aoXl:vessols

. portioipating).
(H}) A?pungi: "D" - Fhotostats - Seareh Plan El.

(I) ippondix "E" -~ Enrh“rt Senrch Flotting Shoot, - '

1, innexcs and appondicosa aro submitted horowith as
‘faroing o5 oeplote a roport o8 possible on oporations of tho
Laxington group,"o-nsisting of Loxington with iLirerarlt Equhﬂrf
V5=2, V8=3, V5=4, V5-41, VT-Z2 nnd VB-4 ombarkod, of Comnnder
Destrayor Division Threo in Drayton,-and Lomssnand Cushing, -
during tho porisd 4 to 18 July, 195?, incluaivo, ond of acarch
oporctiona of tho U.8.8, . EBwan and U.5.C.G. Itasca whilo
parving under Commander Loxington Group during tho pnrlﬂﬂ
11=16 July 1837, :

R 2. An nrfart has bunn naca-to oonfino tho aubatunuu :rf
3 thia rqpart 1o nnttnru af faot ruthur thin npinian.

' E., Trask ¢hart trnulnga aro: bﬂinﬁ farrurﬂud unﬂur
aupnrntu navurf_“,,f:

y 4 Thu,pnrrurmuuun ur duty hr nll unitu nannnrnud wuu
oxaollont, : :

. *  The umpnditlau: nnd off iolont sorvicos :unﬂuruﬂ bg th¢ e
Fourtoonth Naval Distriot, tho Fleet Air Baso, Commandor Minscorsft,
-n:mﬂ Cameendor Submarine squnﬂrun gix in :::npmtiun for tho - . e
sonroh upnmti un:, aro gnnt.'l.r nrpruuintum . 3 F T Ay b

e G e, pomodl - -

a, &
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° Forth oot 33 to A5 knots, Winds nloft Enst liorth East 25 knots,Visidility |

© Proooure 29,75, Tomporaturoe W“& Rmidity 80%, Sen Tarp. %. Surfoce

" HRomnining broken wntil 0800. Flicht oporutions were held shortly efter

' gﬁ:ﬁtua. lodorato rain squollo oboorvad along the horison at Lrrepular

wonther, Jurfacae wind stoody at .'I.B to 19 from B.H.E.

"~ Varlable during the night with a large apount of high and !.ntumuginﬁ

: with maoh . Viaibility very good exvept redused slishtly |-
asacointed with maoh vorza o Irl

-
g

| 0800 = 1200 12 July. i
Ovorenst skies with hoovy rain ocontimmd, Jurfoeo winds wore Zast

wna fair at timos oxcopt during hoavy showors, Alto Otrotus and Cumilus = |
were tho prodeninating aleuds, 3hip's pooition 070 1BY N = 1720 00t W, '

wind for ona nin, 0B00 E.N.E. 19 lmata,

2  1200'=1600 12 iy _ |
Ovoronst okles with rain still provailed ot noon: 2 Alto Stratus with = |
8 eurmiluns,. Siurfass winds ywmro Bast NorthZostorly 20 to 20 knots, 819

hunidity 834, Son Torp. 849 at 1450 roin ateppod, Baresotor began to o
Tfall rothor dropping 07 to 08 in 3 hour roriod lowest barometer | .

‘. E9,.08, 3ky booumd kon with high and low soottered olouds, Visibility

4 froa fair to goode e
A 1600 = 2000 18 July

o

. Mlou ' to artly eloudy skiaas, with intermittont modorcte showors, um:ulul' ¥
building o anvi1

1 the timn, no o t culus ware noted, lodornto phower
aoourod at 1745 and losted about ninutos, onother showor ot 2116 lasting'
B minutes, slky booimo broken olosing in and lwoening overcast at nldnlghts |
Shortly atter nid-nisht a moderato showor ocoursd lasting at loast nm-ha{f‘ _
hour, Sky broke ond boomma partly oloudy with hich and low acatterod olouds -
0800, ik : ! _ :
.. . 200018 July to 0800 18 July -

y rernining oloudy with seven tenths of Curmilus and S-tontha of Alto
intervols, with ono of -1icht intonsity poosing the shlp 1745=17G7, Pyt

The Cumilus wos lore with vory rocsed undor surfacos and ooson
with virgn formation. Viasibility pood. Moo undoairable flying

.. . om0to100013 My
Ship's position 010 G6X = 1770 W, 4113 time.

oooanional large ADCOH. Undorsurfoco of low olcuds was vory regsod and

uring HShowey porieds. Buxrfa grod during the night.
2! mgh_:.“, ‘l’-l:l.tr r;mulﬂ fairly comstant at m 18 h:uﬂ._;hnhl 1
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: batwaon icht ond 0400, Doronioter ﬂiﬂ‘ ""u.‘:rp

- the Tein squalls. lico
. tinoa, due t-u 1mr uluuds lmd; shoWword, Humﬂ at sunset,

~'mtmﬂﬂarut Dow polnt 739, sea texp. O4

-ﬂﬂufthlmlpp to be mmummmm]
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- fell oft mmiﬂamm- nrtnr nunrmh Him 83K ¢ Ilmutl; Borometer 29,70,

Tomps. €1%; midity 85%; dan Temp. 84%ow point 77,
1@ 13 July = 0000 1'! ﬁll:'

: ﬂluud unnunt rnnu.!..nud constont oll doy but tha lowor alouds wers

mrl.u‘hln ‘ot timos reducting to two and throo tonths along tho hnﬂ.m-
Froquont rain squnlio intonaity pasaing the ahip at 1307 to 1347. ' .
'H.:l h.'l;lit-r wr:.r pood, excopt roducod ull.cht.'l.r dur showor E?‘h. ol e
inda woro contle H.ﬂ.ﬁ. nn-,‘-. Jouth Ecnte ayoro Bs R '
Bnrm:ntur £9.00. Torp. 849, Hunldity 7. 10 '_I' ﬁund Soa Tep.
830, Grna#ud equator at 11.':"':5 at 1?5' B0 W, Long. . T Ay

ﬂEﬂﬁ 1600 14 July

E-h.‘l.p'n pooition 010 11t &, 179° 59" E.
Voriable aky during tho nicht with :lnturmdtntn froro nnﬂ stmto ﬂmulul.
Fow ourmius oontinuing aleng the horizon. Cloudinooco .lnuman:ng Blowly

L

" boforo 0000. Visibllity worr Eg-ml throushout tho night

= Jurfnoe
voering to tho 83.3.E. ond 3, roosinz in yoloolty 30 E.,:',’“‘ mg
PO

ty 79%. Son Tanp, 039, Oooon Surfaoe withous mn. but l].lﬂhﬂr '

. ohoppyY duu t.u wind 1::t'1uumn. .

lﬁﬂﬂli m:'-ﬁﬂuﬂlﬁl'uly

?:l:uquunt rn:li::l. B tmlll dur:lna the poriod 0800-1000 with two. passing tht
- nnn ot EEE-I- 0327 and 1307 =1042, Squnlls woro of modorate .
intennl i nnd occompaniod with inoronzod pcuaty winda and rodused ﬂulbllltr

d oloudy with the emount of lowor olouds vorlaoble. The moveronk

ntthummlunmmzrmrrmﬂmnﬂuﬂwﬂnhlﬁnnmutnmminm i

%H of ngluuﬂghﬁﬁ nnuunlga thg {'migﬂﬂnf vizion during :hil ontiro porloed.
o a v oxoopt Eoo squalla, Tooporatuxre unstea %

hann ﬁ.sinud DL.9F, B-:wm.utnr 7964, Dow Folnt 740 ¥} San Tocpe 63 e -‘:

. and mmuur 3%,

uan-u-1mu15mr

SRR RO e e
oble clou 3 T oWo
as belore, contimiod to move noross the fl of vision in worioble mmounts
and various pizo olouds, Mqumt roin oqualls wore chsorvad nl.ong tho .
e 'S”tm?m Yiaib ﬂtﬂmmhﬁﬁmfﬁQEﬁm
roinbow wos bnmu o oo ueo

A . Z wrgnr - hnn undesirable ab

bo 83, ntnmmm.mhr?ldh “H'Bsi.w

m-uum:r-:.mum S
Yariable oloudinsss ming the dn;r with oconsiferable um dloudinenn, .

] . i & . =t b 1
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" 79.65§ Tope 849 T

L

* a hoovy squall from

" aboye B0° end dropping below DOCat tinos of oquolls, Sen tomp. mﬁm :

" Partly cloudy oklos with both hich
. prodominating in early evoning obout 2000 tho A 5T diseipatod and O = ¢
_ ond CU romained throughout tho nicht. One ohowor at 0320 to OULS, visf- .o
. bility falr to pood during entlre od, Surfooe wind renoined in E3E, -
in lowor loveld, Daroroter

. Shipts position 00000 M= 1750470 B, . . - o s
g7 apd OU predominating, Cunulus

" lmwots with puato to 206 .ond 2

- Dow point
' Purﬂ oloudy nnd uiﬁuriy: niclon nnﬂ:ﬂ day

hirh Euﬂﬂﬂgf and A 0T formo vioible to the south and .

S8 un.:i‘l:-' and inspocoing grodunlly oitor 0B00,
Y miu:t ty yory good. ernﬁa fMylng |

e unt A digtinot ocold front pass i 4
0410 1noting until 0020, GYARE 100 ntn%ﬂugﬂﬂl 4 temporatuze, |

L

-

o1

tho tops of tho ouwmlus, Freguont roin squalls wore obsorved at vorying '

Alptoncas from the ship with two -pnssing the ohip: One at 0006=-0613

1330, The wind inorense uunnidnrnhltt‘:( during '
ourface

these squolls at timss roaoching 27 md 30 mato, othormrice
wind remoined fairly conotont frem the ESX and volocitien ot 17=-20 knota,
Pronsura foll stood all day but now levelod off ab 20.03. Tecap, wisteod)

el b e .

e e P A e ...? '

S

i

e

R e

at 6497, Humidity followed the rogwlar variation, but averuge & _
| 1 1600 16 July = 0200 17 July. A :
and low olouls CI and Alto Otratus

10 to 18 lm.ntgl winds aloft castorly £3 lnoto

= B W |
g e s

0000 37 Tuly = 1600 28 July.

AN g e |

gicles yoonined partly: cloudy srth A
brolon oftor nidnight with cleuds of yorious foms, drifting

buoondng voll
aorons the flold of violon. Light to nodarato intermittont rein aqu SR
from 0300 = 0016, Surface wind roanined in tho 2 and E32, evoraging 17
3 imotn during tho squall . Tisibility
good ond yory fo0d, Tonp. 8123 roducing verr olishtly urding tho nights
0% hnidity uotoady 00 cnd 90%, Joa » B4, Baronotor. 20,73.
Barocraph trnco showed tho Tegulor atmnol chonso with no wymituol flust-
unticono, oxoept for o nlight unotoodinoss during the rainm squalls, pro=
bably duo to gusty winda, ; 3 : T
: ,-1m-_1vmr-m_1am. ST .
with eumulus prodominating and -

o

N R e

tho ﬂI’ gIaT ; .
tirht roin sgquolls vinible P

i A, Rl

ot tirea in the distonces to tho OB,
woothoT's wmﬁur r%lﬂnﬁw;&ur ;I.% uunnﬂmg ““hdthiﬁ?muﬁ 1 e
choanmd, nod oo " Tanporoturd yo on ur. oy o
. Dow gint ?ﬂst dit;' uﬁntungg botwoon E and » Sen, tenp.roanined ¥
ﬂmun'_li,_l.tﬂiﬂ i 5 T Tt :

- - .: E

| e 0000-1600 Ay 284

Ship's poaition 03% 00 M, - 177°C3' B, il R g
Portly olouidy to overcast akiuu.vlttrmuhhmharnndintarmmtr FEip e i
alou 8o ond with froquont passing showord and roin squalls :

0330, aocormpanisd with ..00. rido

guaty winds end wery showerd oont :
m?ﬂﬂl_ﬂ +o 0420 was - and mm_lwtmtupmm.{ml :
A e s e L T N B LT D et gy

o A e
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uundit.tan: nt timen nt.hur than tho frontol

‘8l odndition roduo

©. Baropraph trmoe showed an unstoady
m:ntnnl:r bnhunn 76 and ﬂ-lr. deoa tnnpmtm Bh

o B R W

m are ns fallows:
Baromotor B9.20] tenp. 830) Dow Euint. 760 1& ty unateady betweon
80. and 90%,. 3 tu‘l‘n wind -taud;r tmn t3 20 lmote fron the ecst
lﬂn-ntuﬁndufnnmh. 18 July,

-tu partly oloudy and romodning mﬂlnm
with cumius, predoninating and a few tontha

throughout tho day 3 'ri:
uppar clouda vislble to tho East end South REast,

of intornodicto
Nery .cood visibility and with surfooo

roeading 20400, "I'mp. uwnstcody ot 83 Hmr P&int

mﬂ"“ﬁm

vindmuﬁrutmlntuumﬁ.:
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REPORT OF ENH.RT SE.RCH OPERATICHS 3 = 18 JULY 1937

1. In ascerdance with deapateh:orders rfrom the Novy De=
partment and from Commander Airercft, Battle Force, the U.5.& .
Loxington departed from Santan:Barbara at 1650, 3 July 1937, :
arriving at San Pedro at 2300, 3 July 1937. Preparationsa ero

: begun to conduet o search for ;imelin Eorhart.. Fuel and stores

vera‘received during the night. Ypon completion of fueling ot -

0605, 4 'July, the LEONGTON deported for Eur'nnu_dﬂ Roads to re=

~ caiva aquadrons.

L

‘2. In the meantime, by order of Cormonder aireraft, .

" Battle Force, the following squedrons, which were temporarily -
based on shore, ot)the Naval iir Station, San Dlego, Coclifornic,.

: rtar' b
- onmo on teard the LEXNGION in. ococordanco vith _DPHE..%B duap&tah
1004 SRR R e e R

mode the necessary preparations fer emborkotiont
VS Squedron Tvo 3
¥S8 Bquadron Throo
¥8 Squoadron Forty-Oneo
¥8 Equadron Forty=Too
- VT Squadron Tim :
VB Squadron Four

O0fficors and men'of those squodrons vers recalled Trom shore. L

leave .and liberty. The plones were prepared to fly aboord and
a lighter was londed with boggage and. spares. g LA

L

' 3. Tho LECINGION arrived at Coronade Roads at 1048, 4

¢ ———

July 1937. The lighter with oquad-on personnel -and bogEoge vos -

immediately brought nolongside and unloading woa offoctod as -
ropidly os possible. . . 2 R

* 4, In complianeo uith OPH.V despatch-0004 - 1200,
Captoin J.S5. Dowcll, U.S. Novy, cane on booard the LEXTNGTON
and took command of the LEXINGTON Group which then consistod
of the lollowing vossols: s R o

« o LENGTON . .—
o LaNSON 0
o « DRAYTOH : ot S
The destroyvers CUSHING cid PERKINS wore dirccted by Cormander
Destroyor Squadrons, Scouting Force, to fuel and provision at -
San Podro ond join the LEXIHGTON Group later. - - Al

- ‘yr. Poul Brook, T:itornational Nows Scrvice R
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' U.5.5. Chandlor at 1620, :4 July 1037,

B, To LE-"..'I"qG'mII L:MSOH, ond PRAYTON doparted from.

" Coronado Poads ot ¢FEE, 4 July 1937.. The feollewing sguad=

rons wlth p]nnaa ag lndlcntud belnﬂ orLo rcenivud on koaord
the LEXTH f.."rTli}H .

q%ummn SOLALLDING. OFFICER = MO.PLaNES . ' TRE ..
F 1 utf mir. Sintan, =Hs T i - Pr

' """'E ; Limi‘l.‘- (] D-I_F‘i nl’-thl . '_ 11 fLafa EBLT
; vs-E S Lt.Co.idrs MacMahon | K 9 = M |
A |1Irs-"11 ._' ; L’C—-ﬂﬂﬂdl"- Tﬂ?lﬂ:‘ '1" A, SEU
* Y542 . | Licut. loskine Qi SU=4
vB-4 Lt. cmmdr. Rositall - 10 : BG=1
‘Lexington : . '
Utility Li:ut.ljgl Carvor e ] ot 0303

unc plunn. ha, 4- B-i ¢nu1d not lower its hook and hed to ro-
turn to San. Dicgo. Thio plane was accomponled by planc No.
'4-B-7. ‘Ropairs to tho hook were effccted and bath plancs. -

.roturned to tho LEXINGTON. Liocut.ljg) George L. Mutchinson,

U.3.H. dovoloped gorious 1llness: nnd wae transforrod from
- the LEXINGTON to-the Haval Hospitol snn Dicgo, via thn

6. Duo to nnginc trnubln tho dﬂstruyar PEREIHE W& Un=

“ablc %o join the LE(INGTOR Croup, but thoe CUSKIKG jolned
obout 10 miles south of China Point at 1E¢5, and tho Graup
proocoeded tﬂ the Hnuuiinn Islanﬂa.

7.°In gccordance i th. eI CuUS dﬂﬂputth 0108 - 1225 tha

Cormandel of tho 1l4th Haval - Diatriut uuﬂ diruntﬂd tu nsnunu
uhurgn nf scarch npnrntiunu. i :

B. Tho LE-E[nGIDH arrived nt I.nhninn Huudu ot 1145, 8
gulr 1937 and thn ﬁuutrarcrs nrrivcd at Honolulu thoe somo
ﬂ.?i t Ry

51 cnptnin Dawnll nnﬁ cnptnin Huruu of thn LEIIHGEﬂH
flcu to Pcorl iarbor via Floot Lir Basc Patrol FPlono for a
conforcnec with Cormandant, -14th Huvnl ndntrlut. rugprﬂing
the conduot af thc soorsh. . .. -

g all ?casnla ﬂern funlud tn uupnuitr and p:nviuinncd.
In addition the LExIHGEnH rnnairnd nhnu: 11 000 gnlluna of |

uvintian Ensalinn._-r--
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11. Xr. Charlecs Mounce of thc United Press and Mr.
-Eorl K. (Telty of the Lssociated Pross came o board thn
'LEIIHETUH by auth¢r1t3 o' .th2 Navy Department.

‘184 Theo LExIHGTDH Group re-asscmbled ond dopartcd
. ‘fron Lahaoing Randa for thc Hotrland Inlnnd arca at 1515 9_.
. July 1837. :

13. iHALEﬁIS OF PLANS FOR THE EELHEH -

- 5 Monifcstly it wos not possihlo to scoarch morce

. than o 1ini ted arcn of thc Poeific Occon. Therefore, o

* study of nll available information was madc to dr.tt;rmin-: -
the limits of the orcas -of probabllity. From the maze of
information and mis-information, it vma nceocssary to oirft
out that vwhich ucs.outhcentic and to basc concluslons re=
garding thc scarch thcrcons. The folloving facts sicrc

took off in o Standard Lockhccd Elccira dlrplanc from Lac,
Ncwu Guinca, for Howlond Islond, distancc 2227 nauticel -

" milcs.  She was accompani ed by an cxpcricnecd: navigator, .
Mr. Frod J, hoouan, During the flight the plane wos in
‘cormunication with the Const Guard Cutter Itnsnn. nhinh
wos in the visinity of Howland Iﬂlnnd..,

. ‘The plane reparted its position at 0720, GCT.2 July, 1937
at latitude 4°+33' South, Longltudo 159-Dﬁ* wuout 295
miles from Lae, wvhich indicated that “the plane-woa on its
‘epurse but making good o ground speed of only 111 knots.
The followingz rodio reperts tere racaived from the: plnna

] hy' the IT:LEGu on 2 July 1‘33‘?' o

At 1745 GCT - ﬂﬁlﬁ Hovland 1imﬂ. 15 miﬂuteﬂ befare

. the estimoted tico of nrrifnl. the pluna sent tha following -

i ; muﬂnu.ga'

LA hundred nilﬂa nut und no land rnll"

[t -

L -at 1315 GOT - 0646 Homland Time: :

C o imapproxinmately 100 niles frum lTuEﬂn. pﬂﬂitiﬂn
I e gl dnubtrul“ ;

it 1912 GOT - 0748 Howland' Timo:

el

o doubtfulv,

i ut 1928 GET - UTEB Haulnud Times
s “Eirnling, trying tc plnk up Iulnnﬂ'

ot (it this time the radis llﬁnnla from the plane ra .
ualvuﬁ by the ITﬁscﬁ were of gran agt utrangth-

L]

i F

. osteblisicd: |4t about 0000 GCT, 2 July 1937, inclia Earhart

o

"20 minutos goo ramnlninu, no lﬂnd fnll puuitinn -f;“"

o=
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i . plotod operations for an-indefinite poriad. By using Eﬁrds

-doys To soaroh officiontly it vas considorocd ossential to.
7 or B hours por doy wos rogarded pa the maximim flying t.mn

‘‘mulsted in ordor thot nll tho ship's airplancs could bo 3
-usud nt ono t:lmu nnd . thua aunrﬂh thu mmmm uun m any .

.
.l_.-,\_“..,,.........—--—-al-—-t- 1= oy e . et ; Al pedl s . ------..'ru-.-.r.......-.....-.:.-.-'.l-..——_—- i

the vioinlty of Howland Iaiand. whieh in thu early stogos
'__ntil::-n it vas dooided to concontrato tho LELINGTON Group L

*’3 )

4t 8013 GCT - 0843 Howlaend Timet : : '
"On a poesition line 157 - 337 degresa®, (This linu mnr
‘have besn a sun sight or it maoy have been & raodic [
- ‘bearing observed by the plane on the ITASCA and 1t
~ presumably pnm:al:l through lenhd Ialnnd"

At BO25 GCT - 0855 Howlond 'I':[mn'

.. -i*"Heoding north and south", Eiving the aame position

,ns above,

- This wan tha laot nuthnntiu mannnga rnuaivud rrum ths
' nirplnnﬂ. .

. 14, Kumerous radio nesnazod LaTo rcr'ﬂ:rrtud tu have been
runnivnd by varioua acgenoing, purtiuulu.rl_'.r amntour radio-
operators, vhioh purpsrted to give information recaived dis

. reot from the plane after 1t landed, QMany of these messages

uur& ‘in oconfliot and many of thon were unquestionobly false,
fone ‘gould be positively voprified. These meascges were o
soriona handicap to the progress of the Hanroh. espaciolly
bhoforo the crrival of the LEXINGTON Grou Infomation vas

‘rooeived Pron relicble: soureee which ind mt&d that tho

cirmlane could aend no radio mepsage aftor landing on the
wotor. . Bupposed receipt of radio moscoges sent by the mise
sing I'l:,"ﬂru after tha;f had lended, indicatod that the plane
was on'anh island or reafs. .2 o Tepult 2f some of theze
oessages,  the (OLORADO, ITASCA, and Siul were detoiled to
search the Phoenix Islnnds thersby taking them atay Irom

of acarch, was the moat proboble aroa. © After due eonsider=:

gsearch on the sea aren. This decislon was based on t he

anssumption that the Earhart plano hod landed ‘in. the water =

end that the survivors were uf.‘mnt eithur rith the nirplu.na

or. in o rubbor toat.

' lﬁ. Two plans for. aamhing the :u:,::inum poeaible aroa 'rlarn
formulated and aro apponded heroto. Scarch Plon I contom- £

of the LEXINGTON plancs, opportunity:for rost periods ond
for routine cheoking of airplones was afforded overy third

koop the personnel and nlaonos in oxoollent oondition, .Lbow

.that eoull hn uaqgnutud ‘of porsonnol and yot havo them ro=
nain on tho alort while scorching. Seocrch Plon IX.wes for—
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- guncy reseue work near the corricor.  Tho other tra de-
- stroyers were stationod on oither boam, 60 miles from tho

‘sonreh, With o dostroyer on oithor flank; jlama tore

by experience during the scareh, -

. Tor nbaut 11 days by tho tine of commonconient of the

. oirclo of 150 miles radius contored at Hovland Izland wos
- Torced landing took placo,. This aroa eould bo oxjaotad to

O g0

given day. It vas runnsﬁiznd thnt' this ﬁlm‘t eculd only bo

- used for o single day and thot at all othor-tines Plen I 1 PR

abovo would havo to ko used, Both plans Gere sinilar in
that they plocod the planes on a scouting line on cither

« 8ldo of the carrier, holf on o side, vith o scouting dig= -
. tanco of 2 miles, and the search was oxteondod 80 milos on

either sido of the carrior, In the ecse of Plan TaAR

‘. planes vore usod, 21 on oither asido. Thoe advanco along
thu base courso was dependonk on the nunbor of ploncs uscd.

an oxtrs plene on olther alde vies usod to oTovido cn ovor= e e -;;
lop in order to insuro that no holiday waa left bottecn e : e
tho log out and tho return lcg. Ono destroyer tcs usod at’ e
the oarricr.as plane guard for lounching ond recovering of R
Plones. In addition it vas availpble if noeded 2T cmer- o PR

corricr on base courso, for purposu of offucting roscuc.
THo earrier wns advoncod along the baso coursc ct a spoed
wiieh would intorecpt the planos roturning from the

novor at o-greater distanco than 30 niles, measurvd normal
to tho.bose course, from tho troek of a ship. Bosod on \
avallable infomation it wos docided, that tho nost effoc-
tivo alvitude of tho soarch was 300 = 500 foot and tho most
offoctive alrplaone spocd mas 90 kneta, Thls vas confinacd ;

s r
R T o R

wr
i

WLy B

i

SR A

- '16. Infomation as obtained from tho IT.8CA, COLORLDD,
and SilaN to tho effeet that tho average vind fron tho timo of *
the ond of tho Earhart Flight-until arrival of tho LEIDIGTON
Group, uos sjuthoast 10 knots, end tho eurront wea wostcrly,
average 5/10 knats. Sinco the missing plcno had boon down

i

e

P e
L T

LECQNGTON Graup scarch, the aroa vostward of Hovland Island i
was choscn-as the mest proboble arca for tho soarsh.. SBineo -
Houland Islond was: the destinction of tho Earhart plene md & 0. b
inasnuch as HOONHLN was esncoded to ba an exccllont navigatoy, - .. g
- it rolloted. that the plane Drabobly lendod fairly eloso to . - il
-Hovland Island. Tiho weathor on the morning.of 2 July vas SR T

el

reported cvoroge and it is roasanablo to aseuno that HOOWAN
obtained stor sights during tho carly morning hours. . :

solectod as:tho probable boundary of tho aron in whieh tha

travol wostward vith the curront and wind, I tho sur-

vivors remained i7ith the fleating plane, tho wind would havo-
iittlo. offoot but lod thoy abandonod tho planc and uasod tho
rubbor boant, tho offcot of thé wind would have boun oddad to
thot of the'curront. No infomation wes availnblu on whioh .
to basc an eatimate’ of tho offoet of tho wind on o rubbor boaot

P
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but unﬂﬂubtndly wind, ifr np;rucinhln* vould nuve o ruhhcr

‘bozt ot a cmuﬁ:rutivulr groater spoed than the . currcnt.

Aftor considering cll featuros af tho scarch it woa de=-
eidod to usc Plan B {nll planca) on tho firat day, and to
socrch in tho vieinity of ‘lowlend Iulnnd. _Thu rcaaan for
sco.rching Howland Isloand wos that it wes thn_duhtinatian
of the Earhart Pleno and if the suorch bogan on tho ox-
treie castoern linlt and worked. to theo uestiord, 1t vae
balicved that eventually o drifting vlanv or a rubbor boat
vould bo overtoken and. further, that continuity of tho
goarch wiuld thus ba offcotod, Hod tho plano ovorshot

Howland Island it vas coneluded that tho drift would hmﬂa :

token 1t boek to tha vestiard ond thereforc na snureh

‘cast :Jf H:ﬂlur:d Igland wns dnm.ml nooosSsarTy.

: 1'?. On tho maming of 13 July the LE{INGTON Group
arrived at a point about 100 miles north of Hawlond Is-
lend and began the soerch. Tho yeathor vas squilly with

wind volocity 22 to 28 Knots and gonoral rlyinz conditions

noro undesirable. 4 search esvoring about 10,000 squaro
pilos hotover yas nade ond the eirplanes wors roecovercd.
In tho eftornssn cbout-27 ploanoes wore launchod whon rain
aqualls provented furthor oporations and niado it noce-
ssary to rocall planocs:alrcady in the air., Even though -
this rirst dayb scarch, duc to tho unfavorable teather,
did not covor as great an area &8 s plmaned, it vao
docidod to nove rurthqr wostrard for thﬂ noxt ﬂnya
operat ion in.ordor nat to loso tine in arriving ot vhat
was pconsidered to be tho nogst 1ikoly arceao.. Currunt md
wind exporioncod by tho LEXTHGTOK Group eanfirried tho

“Infornotion proviously rocolved thet drift arf tho floats

ing zlane ar rubber bont would bo ﬂnrinltuly;UEstﬁurd
and at an appreecioblo roctes The vwind on this doy, and

.on.all dnys of tho LEXINGTON Groul search, vins atronger

thnn uxpuutﬂd, nvurnging abaut- lﬂ - 20 knots.

18, cﬂunenclng 14 Julr nnﬁ :antinuing g to nnd
including 18 July, sccrch Plan I was uscd. 48 G ooins
cidence, the aftornoon rliuht of 14 July bogon at Loti=-

. budo ﬂu-uu and Iongitude 180°, 0On 14 and 15 July sono

intorforonce was, expoerioncod duu %0 rain squalls. but in
gonoral” tho arevas on theaso doys wore considorod absut 80
to 85 poreont covorod. . Planes on tho scouting linos:
approoching o rain aqunll neccsscrily had to divert thoir
nourso sonovhot:to avold dongorous flying conditionss
Usually howovor, squalls wors not vory thick and tho - .

* ploncs nauld uuull; pnau thruugh OT- nrﬂund thnn. Tho
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Croa eavered bWy a hoovy s;:_il'll, of 0.ursa, could.niot be
scorchod but thia had to be feeccitod 4B arch loat in
order nat to dulay oGavenelog of tho scorciie Figuring

“the 4rift, lotor secoreli, Jn 17 and 18 July covurod
wr:.::t.lcull:.r all of the arca rilesecd an tl‘ua-':: U0 GoYS.

19..0n 15 July thc LE-.II‘:GTUH um:.:unt.um.ﬂ o .curront
widell gove o Coclded sot t0 tho northigst. .Becauso of

ti4s onc olsor the foet thot the vind hind 'beon Trin south @@
- southoost forco 3 to 4 sined tho biginning of tio

LESINGTO:! Groun search, it as ducidod to oxtond tio

- secreh to the aorthrestiard on 18 -July. In genercl the o

e S

wind and currents wore grect.r in the nariinioaterly
dircetion thon exicetods, Yocathor cinditions o8 rogurin

rmin osquolls dnprovod: on the 16th ond from this doy until

the cnd of tho ascarch, -reotieally no &ren des loft un-

sccreliod on. thie coounts During tlo ioraing of tho 16th 55

an unidontificd stearior uno suon by 'l:.hr.. 88 .rn. g
=lanes in latitudo 04°-38'H, Longitude 1777-32'E, .Tila
ras tho only veossbdl not a mrt of tho suzreh r.\rcn wliiolh
LG ui:,htr.r,. by the. LECIHGTOU Groug . On thia Ay tho
nertiiern flonk destroyer cnosuntored dofinito uarth- ;
cooterly vinde indienting tuct Lt vis not itccnnﬂnrar to
oxtond . tho m:rnrm. rurtl-nr Lo thn ﬂarth' ; ; ,

20, sﬁnn tm:r Bailin ;- Dirootiona rnﬂ cl'ri inci=

ectod tist breskers wore r,_ Jrted in tiuls urce ia 1914, .

i 17 July cll ilots vuro instructed to l;mh for
sl.oel Totor. o reef or flscalnru Tator Ui sigited
L1thougl tho “entier vUie elecy cns vialbility TL8 U0
wiiel indiccton thet this shoal Eovs wst oxist, On 18
July thie scoreh arce uns suloceted oo ns to liolulo
crocss miscod duo th rein aquells an 14 cil 15 July mld'._
to oxtond tl: m:-;.rch to. tiic nortic., at.-:-rm

. 21, Tuc ost prob bBle croo 3 ring huun'cuw.ra:.i:'
upan eswplotion.of air oz ar tiane. in tha oltorioon af
18 .IuJ,_r, ariurs voroe roccived to :130 ﬂﬁ:inur:: tio suhrr:h.

22, J..;: uncix (L) 48 a ciert of the liot flight e
tho Eariirt oline. .ipendix (B) 1o o ohart El.ﬂ'l;"ll'lﬂ the
aron oo vf..rr:{. by tho LEIGGTON Groul sonreh.  Looendix -

[C) is o oi.crt ur tho ontiru oroc sorrohod by tha E:rl.lt.::t

Jcarel Group. -Arpondix (D) eonsists of tuo dicgrons

o oshaving thio ‘br. ul: of the enrricr, dostroyora and . cirerart
cenloyod in Soorelt Plens 1 cnd 2. Thoso ;lcns cro sinllor

oxourt tl‘.*t mars cirerntt L.rt. ars- oyt tr:r scorch '1t=n Eﬁ:
tr.c Tlighte ero 1an._;u:c cnd tio cdvoneo groctors 4 Fla
Sgout fisziandor Tns, l...nnﬂ in 2]

Emup lm:.‘.ur i;....::rﬂinturl.jr rceesonsiblo

| _. _. L5 _...-. .?' n""

x L,
iy E
....?__-_-\. e L et el L el e

¢ o cach Flonk but it

CvRg found 106 A
 threo grau;ra Ffﬁ E ts> furthor divifc ccoli flahk into
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' Tor his group. Thizs facilltoted pﬂﬂﬁiﬂé:ﬂrnund and

through equalls and providod flexXibility of the Sesuting
line, During the scarch operations the problem of To—
covering planos when sgualls exlsted v7ag a matter of col- -

. &iderabls mcoept. Boarings were freguently talen of the
" " windvard squalls and. it vas found that with cereful naneu-

vering of the carrier they could be avolded.. Asports :
‘fron airplanes of weather conditions to windward wore also
of walne in this connecticn. By earofully timing the {30
soaTch, " the start ol which was announced by the flank com- -

:.mund&rs, tho position of any given plano of tha EBcarch

could ropdily bo dotormined at any instant. Hadlo boarings 3

. wore froguontly taxen both by tho planos on tholr loops

and by tiho ship. Theso boorings sorvod as a good chook of
thoir position. ® Radlo boorinss woro also tokon on tho 1
‘flank dostroyers cnd wore of matorial assistoneéc to thoso
dsatroyora in mointoining stations, ‘Appondix (E) is a
Plotting Dilagram for tracking plonos whilo on soarch.

93, Tho statistizs bolow indicato the extont of the
‘zir oporctions during the scarch poriod 13 July te 18.
July inelusivo:r - - R
© Aroa Secrchud - - 151;556 squarg miles

11iles Flowmm =~ 143,242
Plono Hours in the Alr = 1581.1

24, 'In gonerzl air oporations wore ccrricd out
smoothly. Communicotions woro oxeollonts Tihoro wes only o
6no instanea of radio failurs of o planc,yvhloh rosulted-
in thot plance's elioination froo one flight. Thcro vero
two niner cirplane gecidents in wnieh damago of matorial
rosultad. Tio morc sorious of tihosc occocurrod whnon plane

oo 4e3=8 foiled to onpago the arrcsting goar and tio planc
. .ercanod into the barrior. Thao damage wos such that a

major overhoul is ncecossary. Tho oocond 1ms cocacionod
by planc 2-T=13 landing off ccntor to tho loft; which ro=- -
sultcd in damsigo to the loft lovor uving and landing goors

Mo injurios to pcrsonnol ccourrod in ecither of thoco

pooldonta.- g

_ 25. Excopt for tho comparativoly omdll arcas that
. 1yero blonked out by rain squalls, tho sccroh mas thorough,
cnd it ia. tho convietion of the aviators vho did tho -

" ‘flying that noithor tho Zarhart planc nor tho aurvivors

vora in tho'arca ccorched. ' An cotimato vos obtained from -
“the ITASCA, vhich voosol lhad had.tho most oxporioneo in

tho Howland Island arca, of the mnost probablc lecoticn of
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:fhn'minainé rlpﬁrs'nh 16 July, if efloct. This qatimntd"l
- poineidod “rith thet of the LEXINGTOH ﬂrau_p.

i nﬁntlnunuh £14zht oporations, it is bolloved that tho
.socreh plans deviasod are uquﬁd, Tho porforncnco. of :
- porsonnol nnd motoricl was satisfaptory in cll rquuntu..

- moro ‘tho most praobablo oncs, bascd ou-tho foots cnd
: informotion availoblo. S :
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25, Az a rosult of thc’ oxporionco of six doya

i
>

bl | D e, WA,

-"ﬁ?p'althnu'h unfortunztcly tho fato of tho miscing
flyors romaina nﬁmyutnrr, it io° concidorod that tho. A
scarch made was offieiont ond that-tho arcod govorcd
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